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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Rocks and Thorns” 

This morning, the reading in our “New Testament in a Year” reading plan, 

was Matthew 13. This chapter has seven parables of the Kingdom; starting 

off with the parable of the sower, then there is the parable of the weeds, the 

parable of the mustard seed, the yeast, the hidden treasure, the pearl, and 

the net. Wow! Do you get the idea that this “kingdom thing” is important? 

You should.  

It really struck me, reading through these, and maybe especially with the 

parable of the sower, how seriously we need to take these. Remember the 

parable of the sower? It is in Matthew, Mark, and Luke. The parable of the 

sower seems to be the first parable that Jesus teaches and so he takes time 

with the disciples later on to explain it. In the parable, a sower went out to 

sow. The sower sowed seed. Some fell on the path, some on rocky soil, 

some on thorny soil, some on good soil. Depending where the seed fell 

determined how well it did. The seed on the path was eaten by birds. The 

seed that fell in rocky soil grew but withered under the heat of the sun. It 

had no depth of root. The seed that fell in the thorny soil grew but was 

choked out by the competition. The seed that fell on the good soil, grew, 

and produced. 

Not everyone who hears the word of the Lord is going to be saved, a part 

of the kingdom. That will depend on what we do with what we hear. How do 

we respond to God’s word? Now – don’t be misled – we aren’t saved by 

what we do. We are saved by the grace of God expressed by Jesus’ work 

on the cross. Still, we do respond. We either receive this or not. If we receive 

this gift that is freely offered, there is fruit. Our life is changed in the parable 

that is represented by the “good soil.”  I want to be clear on something here. 

ANY soil can be made “good.”  

I have spent time gardening pretty steadily over the years, in many different 

places, as the Lord has brought me to new faith communities. Every place 

was different. There was nothing at Washington Boro, and being in school, 

we only had a few pots. At Shoemakersville, there were flowers, a nice mint 

patch, and a few plants. Actually, inside, I had a great set up for indoor 

plants. At Coventryville, we built a little step garden along the side of the 

house. Lampeter had a garden patch already established that we used, 

expanding, and improving it. Here at Ruhl’s there was a garden spot, that 

we moved. Along with moving the location, we built garden boxes. Each 
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year we have added to this and expanded or improved in some way. The point is none of the locations that we 

lived in had a garden that was particularly “good” soil. All of them needed work. We have made new beds, shaped 

beds, taken out stones, improved soil with compost and fertilizer, and more. To get the result we wanted, we 

worked at it. 

Still, after all is said and done, what we did was for the most part, preparatory. We prepared, we planted, and 

then we had to sit back and watch. And trust. We could help; but we could not actually make a plant grow. The 

same can said of faith. We do what we can; we prepare the ground, we work it, we receive the “seed” and we 

wait, or live, in faith. What will come is not completely in our control. We can help, or hinder, but the growing is 

up to God. How can we help prepare the “soil?”  Figuratively speaking, we want to improve the soil. Remove the 

rocks. Get rid of as many thorns as we can, etc. Make the soil as fertile as we can.  

The circumstances of COVID 19, that we are living through right now, have been eye opening to many about 

many different aspects of life. What is this revealing to you about your faith? Are you finding that there are more 

rocks and thorns in the way than you realized? Are you finding when the connection is not what we are 

accustomed to, that you are really living out your own faith, that it is still there and strong? Or does the lack of 

connection show that you have been relying on others more than you realized? I’m not trying to suggest anything 

about anyone. Rather, suggesting, take the time to hold up a mirror, to shine a light, and examine what is really 

there for you personally. If what you find is not as strong and healthy as you would like, do not despair. Do 

something about it! Do you have a Bible at home? Begin reading. Every day. Maybe even journal what you are 

seeing. Jot down questions to follow up on. Take time to pray. Every day. Even multiple times a day. You might 

actually have more time to experiment with different forms of prayer than you would have otherwise. There are 

lots of “ways” that you can pray. The main thing is: Pray! Feeling a little stumped in one area or another? Phone 

a friend. (No this is not Jeopardy; it is more important than that.) Call a friend who shares your faith and ask them 

to help you with your spiritual questions. Talk honestly. Get some perspective. The same way that preparing a 

garden, and keeping it going can be hard work, growing spiritually can be too. But there can be rewards at every 

step along the way.  

The real question, at the end of the day, is what do you want for your heart and your life? A fertile garden, or 

rocks and thorns? Living off others, or fruit to share? To live in the world, or in the kingdom? 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is the first Sunday after Easter. We will hear more of the resurrected Jesus. Our gospel lesson is John 20:19-

31.  We will be singing more praise to God for Jesus’ resurrection! Be sure to sing out at home! The message 

this week will be from 1 Peter 1:3-9 – what is the result of Easter – for us. Actually, this will be part 1. Next week 

we will continue in 1 Peter with this question.  We must see – Easter is not over.  Easter has begun.  The world 

is different.  How do we live in it? 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

BOB ZELLERS 

Bob would really appreciate phone calls or texts (717-203-2050) while he is in the hospital. His room number is 
#7716 at Lancaster General Hospital. Thank you! 
 
 

SUPPORT ALIGN LIFE MINISTRIES – 2020 VIRTUAL WALK FOR LIFE 
 

The 2020 Walk for Life to support Align Life Ministries (formerly known as Susquehanna Valley Pregnancy 
Services) will be held as a virtual event on May 9.  Kris Gray is participating in the event, so if you would like to 
support this ministry, please go to her fundraising page at http://www.fundeasy.com/m/4873210/Tor contact her 
at 717-475-0253 to pledge any account. Thank you! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

  

http://www.fundeasy.com/m/4873210/Tor
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

