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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Before and After the Cross” 

Here we are, April, Holy Week.  As I am writing, it is Thursday. You might 

be reading this on Friday, or Saturday.  If we are following Jesus through 

Holy Week, right now, he is probably at dinner with the disciples. The 

Passover took time, and, no doubt Jesus was taking his time with all that 

he wanted to share, and all that was on his mind.  Soon he will be going to 

the Garden of Gethsemane to pray.  From there he will be arrested and be 

swept through a series of sham trials, mocked and beaten repeatedly, until 

he is condemned and led away to die.  Jesus will struggle under his cross 

until he is nailed to the cross. He will hang there about three hours, enduring 

more ridicule and unimaginable agony, until finally he will give his life as the 

final perfect sacrifice.   

It is a story that many are familiar with. It is an absolutely vital story. It is 

also a story that we don’t like to dwell on.  What we DO like to dwell on, is 

the other side of the cross.  Sometimes it seems to me, that no sooner do 

the strains of Christmas Carols fade away, than we are ready to sing Easter 

songs.  The trees are still bare, the spring flowers have not yet started to 

stretch to the sky, there is a whole season of Lent and we want to sing, 

“Christ the Lord is Risen Today.”  And so on.   

Before, or after the cross. Perspective makes all the difference. There are 

things that you can only see, when you look in a particular way.  Understand 

though, we need both views; before AND after the cross to be fully informed 

about our faith. Resurrection and the salvation that it makes possible, will 

not elicit our highest, most heartfelt praise, if we do not delve just as deeply 

into our own sinfulness, and what Jesus went through leading to, and on 

the cross.  Conversely, unless we feel the deepest gratitude, thanks and 

praise for our salvation, we can easily gloss over what Jesus endured, for 

us, personally. 

Following Jesus is serious stuff. It can seem like hard work. But when we 

understand, deep down, who Jesus is, what he does, it is worth it. In fact, 

we willingly pursue Jesus in every way possible.  We will not shy away from 

any view of Jesus that might help us better understand.  And in fact, we will 

seek Him more and more, day after day. 

I know that it is almost Easter, and we are ready to sing “Up From The 

Grave,” and “He Lives.” But before that happens, make sure to take some 

time, and look closely, at all that Jesus endured leading up to his 
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resurrection. Spend some time. Read. Meditate. Pray. Listen to what God might say to you. Do this, spend some 

time on this side of the cross, and it is almost sure you will find that the other side of the cross is all the sweeter. 

Easter IS coming. But not without Holy Thursday and Good Friday. Not without some intense teaching, and even 

more intense exchanges. Still, Easter is coming. Make sure you get the full picture of the cross – every angle – 

and it just might be the most special Easter ever. 

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

Well, it has been a busy one already. There has been a Holy Thursday service. And there will be a Good Friday 

service.  If you didn’t take the time, you can still go back and watch these special times of worship through 

Facebook, or directly on YouTube. Sunday morning, we are planning for a time of worship from the Prayer 

Garden about Sunrise.  And then, we are preparing for a special Easter service with a few surprises.  We may 

not be together in person this Easter, but we will be in Spirit as we celebrate Jesus’ Resurrection. Until then, be 

blessed.   

 

 

SKYPE WITH TED AND RUTH 
 

Denise and her husband set up Skype for Ted and Ruth. If anyone at Ruhl's wants to Skype with them, please 
call their home # first 717-664-6433, so they can go to their computer and get ready. They are listed in Skype as 
"Ted Achey".  

 
THANK YOU 

 
Thank you to those who sent cards to Mike for his birthday. I know how difficult it can be picking out a card for 
someone in prison, let alone someone you don’t know. Little did I know, when I asked you to do it, that the whole 
prison would be on lockdown, confined to their cells for 23.5 hours of the day. So, your cards were a ray of 
sunshine in a dark place. He was surprised and, in his words, doesn’t understand why people who don’t even 
know him would send him cards…and he says thank you. Please continue prayers for him and all prisoners 
whose “stay at home” orders in such a confined space and with a cellmate must be very difficult. -Joyce 
 

 
NEW EASTER HYMN WRITTEN FOR CORONAVIRUS ERA 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

WATCH OUR SERVICES ONLINE VIA OUR YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

Just in time for Easter, popular hymn writer Carolyn Winfrey 

Gillette has written a new hymn specifically for a season in which 

the church and its members are dealing with the coronavirus. The 

prayer, when put to music, can be sung to the tune of "The 

Church's One Foundation." Gillette has given permission for 

churches to use the hymn for free during this unprecedented time. 

Look for the song attached to this email. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCixs22KP6jkwdmCXuwlfwMg

