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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Which Side?” 

Years ago, I was visiting at a church. I don’t remember where, or why. I think it 

might have been a wedding, or a funeral.  I am fairly sure that it was a Catholic 

Church. There, in the front of the church was mounted a very large cross as 

the focal point. On the cross, was the figure of Jesus, slumped down, 

suggesting Jesus’ suffering on the cross.  I have seen this image very many 

times; though rarely in such a large fashion.  What made this sight stand out, 

and stick in my memory to this day, was an effect that was purposely created 

by this image. You see, the cross had been lit in such a way, from below, that 

over and above the cross that showed Jesus bent forward in suffering, a 

shadow was cast.  The shape that this shadow took was Jesus, arms raised in 

victory.  

At once, there was always before the congregation, Jesus’ suffering on the 

cross, and Jesus’ victory over the cross.  Quite a sight.  Here we are today, on 

the other side of the cross.  Though we spent the season of Lent, and a good 

bit of Holy Week remembering Jesus’ suffering; all of that is behind us.  Easter 

has come.  The tomb was found empty.  Jesus appeared.  Alive!  Again!   

We look out on each new day, full of opportunity, full of life, because of Jesus.  

Many will choose only to look ahead; glad to leave the pain and suffering of the 

cross behind. While we have every reason to look forward, to look to the 

promise and blessing of life in Jesus, and we should; we must at the same 

time, never forget the means by which our new life has been gained. 

In the end, our life is in Jesus, very much risen.  But to forget Jesus judged, 

beaten, crucified, dead and buried, would be to cheapen all that we do have in 

Jesus because he is risen.  Here we are, days beyond Easter, beginning to live 

in this new reality.  Or not.  Despite all that Jesus has done, some are effectively 

stuck on the other side of the cross; they see only Jesus’ suffering, they cannot 

fully embrace Jesus’ victory. Then too, there are those that cannot bring 

themselves to even look on the cross for shame, or guilt, and there are those 

that cannot be bothered with the cross, seeing no need or point. There is a 

decision before each of us; what will we see in the cross; suffering, or victory?  

God has done His part. Jesus has done his part. The Holy Spirit has done its 
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work.  What will we do?  What will you do?  Will you take this new opportunity, this new beginning and live to the 

fullest, as God intended?  Or will you take note, and continue on, as before?  Jesus has risen.  Jesus is alive.  

And we can live with Him. The work has been done, as God promised.  But you must choose.   

Grace, Mercy and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

Please join us as we continue to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection.  Easter happened on a day.  But we celebrate 

for weeks!  Starting Sunday, we will be considering how things are new, or what it is that we are called to, 

because Jesus rose.  The message will be based on 1 John 1:1 – 2:2. Take some time to read over this passage 

and see what God has to say to you.  Then, come Sunday and let’s look at it together, AND sing praise to God.  

Christ is risen!  Alleluia!! 
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