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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Getting Back to Normal” 

This morning I was making breakfast and I happened to look out the 

window.  Looking out, behind the parsonage, over the lawn, to the farm 

fields and beyond is always a beautiful and peaceful sight for me.  Today, 

as I gazed out the window, I saw a flock of robins slowly picking their way 

through the freshly mowed lawn. I counted at least two dozen.  It was a neat 

sight, but after all, not an uncommon one for this time of year. It got me 

thinking. 

Throughout these past few weeks, as we have steadily come under more 

and more restrictions; no large groups; stay apart from one another, 

restrictions on businesses, mandatory closing of all non-essential 

businesses, shelter at home orders, county by county, and now statewide, 

things look so normal.  As I sit in my office at church or at home to work, the 

scene is the same as it has been for the last few years.  I can close my eyes 

and picture it perfectly. As the days blur from being so still, spring is 

unfolding before our eyes.  Spring flowers blooming, grass is growing, trees 

and shrubs are starting to bud. On one hand, restrictions make this probably 

the strangest time that any of us have ever experienced.  On the other hand, 

everything looks so normal. I think that this is part of the reason it is so 

difficult for so many. We understand if we are stuck when the snow is two 

feet deep and the roads are impassible. We understand if there will be 

hardships after an epic storm and electric is out, and trees are down, maybe 

roads and bridges are damaged. We understand we need to do things 

differently, when we can see the reason why.  But right now, with an invisible 

enemy, it is hard for many, to some degree, to fully accept that things aren’t 

normal. 

The other day, watching some news, a politician (maybe New York City’s 

mayor) was asked when he thought things would return to normal. He 

replied that he didn’t think that things would ever go back to normal.  Rather, 

this will pass and there will be a new normal.  I’m sure others have said it.  

I have thought it, too, quite honestly. What we are experiencing now, will 

certainly change us, and change our society in many ways, even if most of 

the effect is inside us, and not visible. Even if, for the most part, things 

otherwise do look normal. 

Now, this might be a little sobering for some.  I don’t mean it to stir up images 

or ideas of doom and gloom. In fact, the idea that things can look normal 
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and yet in reality be very different, should not be a totally unfamiliar idea or feeling to us. After all, if you have 

accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you have been living this reality since you became a follower.  

The world around looks the same, but inside you, everything is new. You cannot go back to what you were, there 

will be a new normal, because of Jesus. It is not something to be feared, but to be embraced.  I would say to you 

as followers of Jesus, that we need to have a different relationship with the idea of what is normal. God the 

Father, through His Son, Jesus Christ, makes us new. In fact, in a sense, we are new every day, with God’s new 

blessings every day. How can we expect that we will ever live in a world where things are normal?  Or where we 

“return” to normal. The world may very desperately seek some kind of equilibrium, some status quo, some 

normal, but followers of Jesus don’t accept that.  We live to make a difference every day.  We live to bring about 

change that reflects our understanding of God, and of our Savior Jesus Christ. We live in opposition to the sin 

and decay and complacency of the world.  Why should we be uncomfortable when things get stirred up?  Whether 

what happens is God’s doing or not, God can use all things to draw people to Him, and then to draw them deeper 

and deeper in faith. Worry, or questions about the future are very understandable, but we don’t have to dwell on 

them.  We don’t have to live with them.  Let us look to God, in faith and in hope, to see how God would have us 

– help mold and shape the new normal.  

Grace & Peace,  

Pastor Blaine 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

IT IS PALM SUNDAY!  We will be celebrating this moment of recognition for Jesus and considering what it 

means for us today.  We will be using Matthew 21:1-11 as our text.  Take some time to look this over and see 

what God is saying to you.  You might also want to look at the story in the other Gospels.  This story of the 

triumphal entry of Jesus is one of the few that is told in all four Gospels.  See what Mark, Luke and John have to 

say.  And, be ready to sing praise to God.  If you can think of a song with the word “Hosanna” in the title, there 

is a good chance we will be singing it.  We may be worshipping apart again, but we are connected through our 

Savior Jesus.  Let’s get ready to worship together on Sunday. 
 

 
SPRING LANDSCAPE CLEAN-UP DAY – APRIL 4 

 

We are planning a shortened spring landscape cleanup day at the church on Saturday April 4 from 9:00am-
1:00pm.  The mulch was already delivered to the church.  Please bring work gloves (mulch is dyed) and 
landscaping tools that you would like to use.  Water bottles and packaged snacks will be available, but you 
should bring your own coffee or other preferred beverage.  Please contact Bruce Gray (717-419-1806) if you 
have any questions or wish to work at a different time. 
 

 
EASTER BOX UPDATE 

 
Hams, desserts (not homemade), bags of Easter candy for the kids, and anything else (like pasta, beans, rice, 
soup, canned meats, fresh fruit or vegetables) are still needed.   
 
You may drop off non-perishable donations in the “Easter food box” bin by the front door of church (under the 
car port) any time before April 4.  There is also a “Food Pantry” bin by the front door so choose your bin 
carefully!  Perishable food items (including hams) can be dropped off on Saturday April 4 to the back door of 
the Fellowship Hall Kitchen between 10-2 or contact Kris Gray to make an appointment for another time. 
 

 

WATCH OUR SUNDAY SERVICE ONLINE 

The link to our YouTube channel is available on our website at  www.ruhlschurch.org 

https://ruhlschurch.org/

