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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“In The End, The Full Table” 

Getting ready for Easter can be a bit of a task for many Pastors. It depends on 

how many special things there are going on. Personally, I try to see that there 

are a number of worship services and other ways to consider all that goes on 

in the week leading up to the big celebration. So, I try to work ahead.  Over a 

week ago, I had an idea about the basic message of this column.  (Ask Joyce, 

our wonderful secretary – that is close to a miracle.)  Well, that was over a 

week ago. Then, we had the outreach event last Saturday. If you aren’t familiar, 

we served over 500 meals via take-out to the community along with a “Drive to 

Calvary” to share the message, and special gifts for the children that came 

through. It was an event that involved many people in the congregation, dozens 

and dozens of people of all ages.   

What I saw, that stopped me in my tracks, were scenes in the “Drive to Calvary” 

depicting events leading up to Jesus’ death and resurrection; in particular, the 

scene of the Last Supper.  What we had for people to view, was the suggestion 

of a room outlined by some rather stout and stately column, at the center of 

which was a large table that stretched out with wings to accommodate thirteen 

people: Jesus and twelve disciples. 

Really, what one might expect if you are familiar with the story. What struck me 

though, was simply the sight of “the full table.”  It was a little over a year ago 

that the COVID 19 virus forced us all to lock down.  Easter was the first major 

“casualty” for many local churches.  It was almost unimaginable to think about 

celebrating Easter in our individual homes watching a screen.  Since then, it 

has been a slow process, progressing by fits and starts, to reclaim some sense 

of normalcy. While it seems that the end may be somewhere in the not so 

distant future, we are not past it all yet. Over this extraordinary year, there have 

been many losses along the way. Holidays, birthdays, special celebrations that 

were muted at best, but very often passed by completely. So many were unable 

to “be there” to be with, or give care to loved ones in difficult, even final 

moments of life.  As we have been able to begin re-engaging, everywhere there 

have been restrictions; limits on the number of customers allowed in a 

business, at school events, public events, church and more.  Everywhere you 

go, there needs to be appropriate social distancing. 
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The image of a full table (we were outside) was just so powerful. There, on that day, it seemed to me to be more 

than just a picture suggestive of what had happened so long ago. There on that day, that full table felt like a 

promise of what is to come; people coming together, in Christ.  A note about that table; all who were there, were 

there at Jesus’ invitation.  All are welcome, but understand, at Jesus’ table, there are no party crashers.  There 

is no way for us to have the things of God, except by God’s grace.  The good news, God desires us, and freely 

gives the invitation.  In fact, there is a place set for you, if you will sit down. 

In just a day or so, it will be Easter. Be sure to take some time and remember and reflect on all that led up to this 

celebration.  Remember the table that Jesus shared with his disciples.  And remember to, that table reminds us 

of another table, one that Jesus prepares for us, in the Father’s house.  Now that will be a very full table.   

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is – and will be – the biggest worship week in the life of the church.  

Holy Week leads to Easter. 

We have had service Thursday, to remember Jesus in the upper room. 

We will have service Friday (7:00 PM) to remember Jesus on the cross. 

Saturday is a quiet day to reflect. 

Sunday – IS EASTER. 

Our celebration will begin in the prayer garden at 6:30 AM for a service full of music around the first part of Easter 

morning. 

Then, at 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM will be joining together to hear the whole Easter morning story, singing praise 

together, thanking God for this wonderful news that changes everything. 

I hope to see you all, either in person, or streaming for as many of these services as you are able to be a part 

of.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ZOOM LINK 

Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Sunday School, April 4 

Time: Apr 4, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88623671805?pwd=Q3JQckpURkFlZFNyZUZpSk9RNkYydz09  

Meeting ID: 886 2367 1805 

Passcode: 111742 

One tap mobile 

+13017158592,,88623671805#,,,,*111742# US (Washington DC) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88623671805?pwd=Q3JQckpURkFlZFNyZUZpSk9RNkYydz09
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+13126266799,,88623671805#,,,,*111742# US (Chicago) 

 

Dial by your location 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

Meeting ID: 886 2367 1805 

Passcode: 111742 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kdtMN9FuYp 
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