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EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUT IT 

Just a little heads up.  PLEASE make sure that you take a few minutes to 

check out BOTH the Early Edition and the Late Edition of the E-News as 

they arrive.  We will be publishing even more news in this form without 

having the use of a bulletin for however long it will be.  New news may pop 

up in either edition.  So, check them out. Thanks, Pastor Blaine 

 

“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Planting Pansies on the Back Deck” 

I think it was Saturday, you know, like five days ago. Time is kind of running 

together in strange ways lately.  At least it feels like it to me.  Not 

complaining.  It just seems to be running strangely.  Taking out much of the 

normal routine, still trying to work on as much as possible.  It isn’t vacation.  

In some ways it seems that there is more to do, but it takes longer to do it.  

Strange times indeed… Back to Saturday, or whatever day it was.  Bonnie 

had been to the store for the basics. It is taking more of the basics with both 

boys being home from school. The bags came into the table to be sorted 

and put away. Along with the normal things like bread, milk, lunch meat, 

vegetables, etc., there was a little six pack of pansies.   

We all helped put the groceries away and I went back to what I was working 

on. Later, I found Bonnie coming in from the back deck.  She had just 

finished planting her pack of pansies. I honestly didn’t think too much about 

it.  This is about the time we usually begin to do such things. But Bonnie 

says to me, “I usually don’t put pansies out here because nobody really 

sees them. But I decided, being home like this, I will see them.”  Sounded 

good to me.  

 The phrase kind of stuck in my mind though. It has been rattling around in 

there for a few days and it struck me.  I think this was a small act of defiance 

against the craziness of life right now, a bit of self-care and some personal 

enjoyment. Even if no one other than Bonnie notices and enjoys those little 

pansies, it was worth it.  

Two thoughts come to mind here. Simple little acts like this may play a huge 

role in helping people get through the next weeks, or whatever it takes until 

life begins to return to what we consider to be more normal. What are you 
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doing, or what can you do, to inject a little peace and joy into your day? Even if no one else notices?  Secondly, 

it seems to me, there is a real spiritual lesson here.   

So many recognize that there is much they can do, even ought to do, regularly, even daily, to be connected to 

God, and to grow in one’s faith. We are called to pray. We are called to spend time in God’s word. We are called 

to worship. We are called to serve. I could go on, but you get the idea.  For as clear as all this is, very many 

struggle with these habits. For some, it is an issue of priorities. For others, they don’t feel equipped enough to 

start. Others need accountability. What the pansies on the back deck remind me of, is that there are some things 

that are worth doing, even if no one else sees. Simple things, everyday things, can be good for you. Good for 

your peace of mind and heart. Good for the soul. It is not about perfection, just the pleasure that comes from the 

practice. But you never know that joy, that satisfaction, that reward, unless to just go ahead and do … whatever 

… despite the normal objections you might otherwise be guided by. 

What can you do, to bring a little peace and joy into your life, even if no one else sees? 

What can you do, so that God might bring a little peace and joy into your life, even if no one else sees? 

Now is the perfect time to start. 

Grace & Peace,  

 

Pastor Blaine 

WORSHIP NEWS 

First of all.  We know that there were issues for many with last week’s service. There are some things we can 

control, and very much that we cannot. Assessing the situation and the options, we are going to pre-record the 

service which should do away with issues of buffering, or jumping etc. The service will be available for viewing 

all day Sunday beginning at 9:00AM. After Sunday, you can watch it using the link that will come in Monday’s 

newsletter or through the Facebook Closed Group.  Please take some time Sunday to relax and spend this 

time with the Lord (and with each other – virtually).   

With the limitations to worshiping together, we are making a point to burn some DVD’s with the service for those 

who don’t have access to the internet.  Please pass that on to others that you keep in touch with who might be 

interested and let us know.  We can then make arrangements to get a DVD to them. 

Secondly.  It seems pretty obvious, but I am going to say it.  UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, we will be worshipping 

by online only.  There will be no physical gathering until we have advisement from the State and from the 

Denomination.   

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is the last Sunday of Lent. The story we will be looking at this week is Jesus Raising Lazarus From The Dead. 

You can find it in John 11:1-45. Tune in on Sunday morning to see who was looking for what and what got found. 

 

NEW – “THINKING OUT LOUD” VIDEO 

For some time, I have been writing a column in the newsletter called “Thinking Out Loud.”  I try to take some 

small little observation from every day and use it to help people think about God, to think about their faith, their 

spiritual practice.  It is a little devotional piece that hopefully many can relate to.  This week, I had my first attempt 

at a video version.  I posted the result in our closed Facebook group, then in the regular Facebook 

Group.  Ultimately, it is set now that it is uploaded to YouTube and there is a link on the church website that will 

take you to it.  I plan to post a new “Thinking Out Loud” video every two or three days.  Look for it on Facebook 

or make a point to check the website every so often.  Note – this video is different from the written piece in the 

newsletter.  I hope that you may be blessed in some small way by these little devotionals.   

Keep up to date at www.ruhlschurch.org 

www.ruhlschurch.org

