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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

 “Competing Points of View” 

According to Google, spring began for us, Wednesday, at 5:58 PM.  So, yesterday was the first “Day” of spring.  

I must confess, I heard something about it in between all the other “noise” that filled my day, but it didn’t really 

register. Thinking about it, I usually know that it is spring, because there are all kinds of announcements and 

advertising that Rita’s is having their free water ice promotion. We usually get there. Not the case this year.  

When we think spring, we think “New Life.”  You see this played out before your eyes as flowers are starting to 

come up. We get crocus and daffodils and the like. Green is starting to slowly be visible on trees and bushes 

and vines.  The grass starts to perk up and you think, I’m going to have to mow soon. Spring is here, but it’s sure 

not getting the attention it normally would. There are other issues that overshadow it. 

This morning I woke, got my coffee going and sat down for my devotions. It has been dark for some time as I 

begin this each morning. Lately, as I am finishing, the sun is coming up, it is light outside. This morning, the dark 

lasted longer than it usually does. We have been socked in with fog here at the church.   

Between this, and the start of spring almost unnoticed, it has me thinking. Very often, there are big issues going 

on that seem to overshadow everything else. Sometimes these are so big that they affect virtually everyone.  

Sometimes the issues are very specific to a small group, even a person. No matter what though, whatever issue 

may be hanging over head, or consuming all of our attention, God is always there.  We may not always see.  We 

may not always notice. But this does not change. God is with us. Christ is with us. The Holy Spirit is with us.  And 

the troubles that we face in this life and this world really are fleeting. God is everlasting; as are God’s promises.  

When things seem a bit cloudy, uncertain, confusing, take a breath (or two) and consider where you are, in light 

of faith, from God’s point of view.  It’s not magic that makes every problem go away, but it’s guaranteed things 

will look better. 

 

A FEW THINGS –  

Obviously, we are in strange times right now and for the foreseeable future.  Last Sunday, we offered an online 

worship.  We will do so again this week.  (And next week, March 29 for sure.) The time will be at 10 AM.  If you 

haven’t tried this, go on YouTube and search, Ruhl’s Church.  We will actually start the live feed about 10 minutes 

before 10 AM so that you can log in and get settled. This week we are adding the feature of an bulletin attachment 

to our regular Friday emails so you will have a brief order of worship and the words to the music.  We are also 

going to be making a few DVD’s of the service for those who don’t have access via the internet.  (Please share 

that information as appropriate.) 

I’m going to continue to encourage people to check up on each other, to help each other out, to share needs so 

that we might try to address them as possible.   

There is a plastic bin by the main entrance of the church to collect food for our food pantry.  I’m thinking that 

there might be greater than normal need in the weeks to come, so if you can pick up a couple items and drop 

them at the church when you are out that would be great. 
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If you are looking for something to do outside, contact Bruce Gray. He will arrange to meet you and give you 

some guidance on work to clean up flower beds around the church.  We aren’t sure we will be able to have the 

usual workday. We hope to get some mulch so that individuals might be able to come at their convenience and 

help out.   

The Mission Fundraiser for Saturday, March 28 was cancelled. 

The Egg Hunt for Sunday, April 5 is being cancelled. 

We are hoping to put together food boxes, as we are able, that would help out those we have served in previous 

years. Look for more information about this in the email at the beginning of the week. 

These are strange times that we find ourselves in, and many have been, or will be affected financially. Still, if 

you are able to share with the church, through this time, whether it is what you would normally do, or some other 

amount, every gift is a blessing.  We want to be able to continue to minister in every way we can through this 

situation, and be prepared to continue in ministry, and to help people beyond. 

Blessings to you all. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

This Week In Worship –  

Again – online only – at 10 AM.  The passage we will be looking at is John 9:1-41.  It is the story of the man born 

blind that Jesus heals.  Take some time to read, reflect, and pray.  What is God saying to you? 

 

 

 


