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 “Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

 

“Facing Our Fears” 

For weeks, we have watched from afar. Now, it is getting closer. Though Corona Virus is not here yet – that we 

know of – it seems only a matter of time. A short time at that. Already there are dozens of cases in Pennsylvania 

and it seems that we are just getting started. Multiple Universities and Colleges are modifying their spring 

semester, going on-line for two to three weeks, or even the rest of the semester. Today, Pennsylvania’s Governor 

ordered that Montgomery County Schools and Public Facilities be shut down as it appears to be the epicenter 

of Corona Virus in Pennsylvania. In addition, he is recommending that gatherings of more than 250 people be 

postponed or canceled throughout the state. Churches are advised to use their best discretion.  

Information about the Corona Virus at times seems confusing. For all the numbers that we do have, there are 

many uncertainties. Are there more cases?  How many more?  It very well may be, as it can be difficult to 

distinguish from other illnesses. The CDC describes this as an easily transmitted virus, and it is one that can be 

very dangerous to certain portions of the population.  Looking at how the virus has spread in other countries 

suggests that many will get sick, many will recover, but there is the potential for many to succumb to the virus.  

As a church, we must take this seriously, and live by faith, not giving in to fear.   

This Sunday, we will have services as we usually do. In keeping with the best advice from medical experts, we 

should do at church what people are recommended to do at home and in other places.  Practice social distancing; 

limit physical touch like shaking hands. Wash your hands frequently for a good twenty seconds. Cover sneezes. 

If you are not feeling well at all, don’t feel guilty, stay home.  (You can watch the service on-line by going on 

YouTube and then searching Ruhl’s Church.  We try to have the service live about 10 minutes before the service 

starts that you can find it and get settled.)  If you fall under the criteria for special risk (over 60, underlying 

breathing, heart, or kidney issues), please do not feel guilty to exercise an abundance of caution about coming 

to worship. You can watch the services on-line at home.   

We serve an awesome God. We trust in God. And we will exercise the best judgement that we can with the 

intellect that God gives us. So, we will have services as we are able, as long as it may be advisable to do so. 

People should feel free to make the best choices that they can for themselves. We should pray for one another. 

We should support one another. If it becomes necessary, we should help each other out as best we can. This 

Monday, March 16, the Leadership Team will be having its regular monthly meeting. We will discuss the Corona 

Virus issue and possible measures that we may need to exercise as well as when or how to make those 

decisions.  Please keep us in prayer for that conversation. And, keep in prayer all those that have been affected 

already, and those who are working to keep people safe and healthy. 

Hope to see you Sunday.  Until then, be blessed. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 
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THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, it is the second Sunday in Lent.  We are looking at stories involving someone looking for 

something.  This week, the sermon passage is John 3:1-17.  Read through this and see what you see.  Spend 

some time in prayer and see what God shows you.  Also, this week we will be meeting the new director at the 

Clare House!  You don’t want to miss anything.  Get ready!  Until then, be blessed. 

 

 


