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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

 

“A Few Degrees” 

I’ve noticed something the past few days.  Lately, people that I talk to seem to 

be a bit more optimistic than has been the case for quite some time.  What has 

changed?  We are still dealing with COVID.  We continue to live with the same 

restrictions that we have for months.  “Things” are pretty much what they have 

been on many fronts.  Except … the last few days … a few degrees on the 

thermometer have made a HUGE difference for many people.  Just being 

outside without all the heavy winter gear, or better yet, being outside for a walk, 

has been wonderful!  I have seen a spring in peoples’ step; smiles seem 

quicker; laughter seems brighter.  I have felt it myself.  How about you?  

Reflecting on this phenomenon makes something clear to me.  Little things can 

make a huge difference, sometimes for very many people.  When we read the 

Bible, especially when we read about Jesus, we note how lives were changed.  

It is very understandable that someone’s life would be changed if they were 

healed in some manner, had an evil spirit cast out, etc.  But how many lives 

were changed by Jesus because of a simple word or gesture of mercy or 

compassion?  We can never know.  But I feel quite sure that all of you reading 

this can think of a time or two in your own experience where a simple word of 

encouragement, or recognition, or a simple act of kindness, made a huge 

difference for you. 

It is this thought that I would have you keep in mind, even as Spring continues 

to unfold and give us more freedom, as COVID conditions seem to be steadily 

improving, as “things” slowly begin to go back to normal.  For all the change 

that seems to have begun, there will be many that find themselves being left 

behind, or at least will feel like it.  There are always those who seem to live in 

the margins; or fall between the cracks.  There will always be those who are 

walking through a valley when everyone else is on the mountain.  In all these 

cases, and all these places, a simple word, a simple act just might bring about 

a real change.  A few degrees are changing peoples’ attitudes.  What can you 

do, what seemingly small thing, to change someone’s attitude for the better?   
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REMINDER 

CLICK HERE if you missed 

the Early Edition of the 

newsletter sent through 

email on Monday for 

information regarding: 
 

Sunday Worship 

Communion 

Leadership - Contact Forms 

Cleanup Day & Potluck  
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Drive To Calvary 
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Bus Tour 

Bulletin & DVD Pickup 

Pastor Blaine’s S.S. Class 

Bible Study 

Manheim Food Pantry 

Align Life Ministries 
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Finances 

Church Calendar 

Contact Information 
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“Let us not grow weary in doing what is right (good), for we will reap at harvest time, if we do not give up.”  

Galatians. 6:9   

 Grace, Mercy, and Peace,  

Pastor Blaine. 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

It is the Fourth Sunday in Lent – already!  One more to go.  Then … Palm Sunday, Holy Week and Easter!  While 

we linger in Lent another week, we will continue in our series in the Psalms.  This week we have a Psalm that 

has us “Looking Beyond Lent” – Psalm 107:1-3 and 17-22.  Take some time to read over this passage in advance 

of Sunday’s service.  Then, come Sunday, listen together with the whole church, and let us praise God together.  

(Note – this Sunday – there will be Communion in the 8:00 AM service.  If you worship at home online and need 

elements to participate, please contact Pastor Blaine.)  Hope to “see” everyone this Sunday. 
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