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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Such A Time” 

Lately, my Bible reading had me in the book of Esther. If you don’t know the 

story of Esther, she is an ordinary Jewish woman living in captivity in Babylon.  

Through a series of events, she becomes the queen of the land, married to 

King Xerxes. While all of this is going on Esther’s Uncle Mordecai is 

unknowingly making an enemy of Haman, advisor to the king.  Haman enacts 

a plan to get revenge for the slight he perceives from Mordecai, not by getting 

back at Mordecai, but by arranging for the destruction of all the Jews.  Mordecai 

hears of the plot, and gets word to Esther, to enlist her help. He appeals to her, 

to appeal to the king. For Esther to do so, is a great risk. If the king will not 

receive her, the penalty could be death. In Esther 4:14, Mordecai says to 

Esther, “Who knows, but that you have come to your royal position for such a 

time as this?” Mordecai raises the possibility that God has been at work to 

position Esther to be able to advocate for the Jews.  (Spoiler – Esther goes to 

the king, he favors her, the Jews are saved, Haman is punished, and Mordecai 

is elevated by the king.  Quite a story!) 

Let’s focus – “For such a time as this.”  I think that this is a stirring phrase, with 

a truly stirring idea. The trouble for many who ARE familiar with Esther’s story, 

is that they have a hard time seeing themselves in “such a position” as Esther 

was in.  Are you someone with great power?  Access to great power?  Able to 

greatly impact critical issues of the day?  Probably not.  Might you one day find 

yourself in that position?  Maybe.  Probably not. Still, I would suggest to you 

that you do have potential to make an impact because of where you are; 

because of the position that God has you in right now. 

I don’t have to tell anyone, COVID has been making the simplest things seem 

difficult, and in many cases impossible. Every day, I am grounding myself in 

prayer and in God’s word. Still, like everyone, I have good days with it all, and 

not so good days with it all.  For me, a highlight of the week is being able to be 

together for worship. But, of course, our fellowship is affected BY the COVID 

virus. So, being completely transparent here, for me, Sunday’s are a time of 

joy, and a little bit of sadness too. I am looking toward the day when all this will 

be behind us. I don’t expect things to return to “normal.”  I think that there will 

be a new normal. But I do expect that there will come a day when we gather 

with little to no consideration of masks and spacing, etc.  The last two Sunday’s, 

each Sunday, there was someone who come up to me after a service and said 
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something that really touched my heart. The message, the word from each, was something that I almost needed 

to hear, without even realizing it  I went away blessed. I don’t know that either person realized how much their 

word meant to me. I do believe, it was God using both “for such a time as this” – with me.  It was “such a time 

as this” on the most personal level.   

This is what I want you to take away with you from reading this.  I believe that God HAS placed EACH one of us, 

“for such a time as this.”  God has plans for each of us. God gives each of us opportunities to make an impact 

on others around us, if we have eyes to see, and the courage to act.  And guess what?  Unlike Esther, our lives 

are very rarely on the line! You – that’s right – You – have power, and access, and opportunity, to make a 

difference. Choose to do so. See how big and dark the problems that we live with seem, when you spread a little 

light; the light of Christ, wherever you can. 

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

We continue to do the work of Lent, examining the heart through the lens of the Psalms. This week the Psalm 

that we will focus on is Psalm 19. It is a bit of a long one. Take some time before Sunday to read through the 

Psalm and see what God is saying to you.  And too, pray for our worship on Sunday, that God will bless ALL 

who are connected in any way.  You can attend services in person, or follow services streamed live at 8:00 AM 

and 10:30 AM.  Hope to “see” you Sunday. 

Note – This week – we will be sharing in Holy Communion in the 10:30 AM service.  We will share together in 

Holy Communion at the 8:00 AM service, Sunday, March 14. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ZOOM LINK 

Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

 

Topic: Sunday School, March 7 

Time: Mar 7, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87880890194?pwd=US9MRmpaMXBONzZ4a1ZYenpqbU9Qdz09  

Meeting ID: 878 8089 0194 

Passcode: 475647 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,87880890194#,,,,*475647# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,87880890194#,,,,*475647# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 

        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87880890194?pwd=US9MRmpaMXBONzZ4a1ZYenpqbU9Qdz09
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        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID: 878 8089 0194 

Passcode: 475647 
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