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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Still Learning” 

For many months, many have been growing increasingly discontent over the 

COVID 19 Pandemic.  What started out almost a year ago, as a great unknown, 

causing fear, has changed.  Well, it hasn’t changed, but our understanding and 

our attitude toward it has.  After the initial period, there was much that remained 

unknown and that caused fear, but soon people began to wrestle with different 

uncertainties. How long?  How long would it last?  How severe might it really 

be?  And so on. Now that time has drug on so much longer than anyone initially 

thought, many are simply weary. Very weary. We are weary of the extra 

measures that continue. We are weary of the restrictions that continue.  We 

are weary of the continuing uncertainty. We are weary of grief; grief for all the 

many loses that have been suffered.   

Recently, I am hearing about something else actually creating as much 

discussion about weariness as does COVID 19.  What is that?  Snow.  I’m not 

sure what the actual totals are, or the record is, but we are in some unusual 

territory for the number of days that there is snow on the ground now in our 

area.  I’ve lost track of how many storms we have had.  And we may still get 

some; to add to the snow, that is still very prevalent. I’m getting weary of it.  

How about you?  I saw a cartoon the other day where a woman exclaimed to 

the effect, “I can’t wait for summer to complain about the heat.”   

That about sums it up for me now.  I know that there will be issues in the future, 

but I am so tired of THESE issues here TODAY, I’m longing for something else 

to complain about. I’m so ready for change. Almost any change will do. 

As Paul is closing his letter to the Philippians, he writes these words, “… I have 

learned to be content whatever the circumstances.  I know what it is to be in 

need, and I know what it is to have plenty.  I have learned the secret of being 

content in any and every situation, whether well fed or hungry, whether living 

in plenty or in want.  I can do all this through him who gives me strength.”  

Philippians 4:11b-12 

I must confess, I still wrestle with being content in all circumstances. I’m not 

saying I’m some malcontent, but sometimes my apple cart gets upset. Really, 

more often than I would like to admit, it gets upset. 
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What is the secret to being content?  Don’t you wish Paul had told us?  Well – he did.  The secret is verse 13.  “I 

can do all this through him who gives me strength.”  Many read this verse and turn it into some kind of affirmation, 

that they can do anything that they want, “through him who gives me strength”….in other words BECAUSE of 

Jesus.  That is unfortunate, because that isn’t what Paul meant. And, if that is the way we take it, we are going 

to be disappointed. We will fail at things that we desire. Much as I would like, I will never play professional soccer, 

even with Jesus as my Lord; which I am very sure of. 

What Paul means is that Jesus is the answer to being content. Paul can be content, whether in need or in plenty, 

whether well fed, or hungry, in plenty or want, and so on, BECAUSE no matter what he IS going through, Jesus 

is with him.  In light of Jesus, the worries, the struggles, the trials, even the worst hardships, pale in comparison.  

They lose their power. If we center our thoughts, our mind, our hearts, on our troubles, they will overwhelm.  If 

we center our minds and hearts on Jesus, all things become bearable.  “I can do all this through him who gives 

me strength.”   

Right now, I can’t tell you when the snow will melt. I can’t tell you when COVID will fade away. But they will.  

Jesus won’t. Jesus remains. Always. No matter what is; no matter what may come; Jesus remains. 

I’m still learning to be content.  But I know what the secret is; walking with Jesus.  I just need to keep practicing; 

keep learning day by day. The only thing there is to lose, is frustration, worry and fear. That is a pretty good 

tradeoff.   

Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship, it is the Second Sunday in Lent.  We will be looking at Psalm 22:23-31.  We will focus on 

this portion to consider what it tells us, how it informs us in our Lenten efforts to draw closer to God.  But, I 

encourage you, read the whole Psalm in advance of Sunday.  All of God’s word is inspired.  See what God has 

to say to you with the whole Psalm.  Then, come Sunday, ready to worship, ready to draw close to God. 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ZOOM LINK 

Blaine Wenger is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Topic: Sunday School, February 28 

Time: Feb 28, 2021 09:00 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada) 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83379187955?pwd=SVBsdjJPV3dsTGkxZUlwU1ZwTWdmQT09  

Meeting ID: 833 7918 7955 

Passcode: 098202 

One tap mobile 

+13126266799,,83379187955#,,,,*098202# US (Chicago) 

+16465588656,,83379187955#,,,,*098202# US (New York) 

Dial by your location 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83379187955?pwd=SVBsdjJPV3dsTGkxZUlwU1ZwTWdmQT09
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        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

        +1 646 558 8656 US (New York) 

        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 

        +1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose) 

        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 

Meeting ID: 833 7918 7955 

Passcode: 098202 

Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcW8VTneBo 
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