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“Show Me Your Glory” 

This Sunday, we will be observing Transfiguration Sunday in the church.  Transfiguration Sunday is not one of 

those church holidays that is as familiar to many, as say, Christmas, Easter, or Pentecost.  In fact, it is far less 

familiar than Thanksgiving Day, which is really a holiday that comes from outside the church – of course driven 

by faith. What I mean is Thanksgiving Day does not remember any specific event in Jesus’ life. It is more that 

we are celebrating or recognizing an attitude we should have. You could argue, we should celebrate a day for 

love (there IS Valentine’s Day – but how many churches hold a service), or a day for hope, or forgiveness, etc.  

Transfiguration Day does tie in with Biblical events. The story can be found in Matthew 17, Mark 9, and Luke 9.  

Specifically, Transfiguration Day recalls when Jesus went up on the mountain to pray, taking Peter, James and 

John with him. There, he was joined by Moses and Elijah; two of the greatest figures in Jewish history long dead.  

The name derives from the fact that as Jesus was in the midst of this meeting his body appeared to Peter, 

James, and John in what is presumably his heavenly form – radiant, transcendent, glorious.   

It is hard to imagine what that must have been like for Peter, James and John.  I look forward to the day when I 

will see Jesus this way, face to face. My question, is “can we get a glimpse ahead of time?”  Is there some way 

that you and I, very far removed from the events of the Gospels, can see his glory, here and now? What do you 

think?  For me, the answer is “Yes,” and “No.”   

Yes, I do believe that we may “see Jesus’ glory,” or see the glory of God, if we will pay attention to what is going 

on around us.  I believe we can catch glimpses if we will take the time to notice.  When you see things that make 

the Bible come alive, you get a glimpse of the glory of God.  When you witness someone asking for forgiveness, 

or someone giving forgiveness, you witness the glory of God. When you witness someone receive new life, 

because they have accepted Christ, it is a profound moment.  When you see love in action; someone loving their 

neighbor, the person who is loving another sacrificially, you are witnessing the glory of God through their lives.  

When you see faith in action, you are witnessing God in all God’s glory at work in that person. The trouble is, 

often we fail to notice what is going on. Maybe it is because seeing the glory of God in this way is like looking at 

a picture of something wondrous rather than the scene itself. I have never been to Niagara Falls, maybe 

someday, but I have seen pictures, even video.  It looks amazing!  Majestic, powerful.  So, I have “seen” it, but 

also, “not seen it.” I have books, and have viewed on-line, masterpieces of art, without having been to the 

museums where they are hung. I have seen, but not seen them. You get the idea.   

Throughout my life, I have seen, many, many examples of the glory of God, and of my savior Jesus, but these 

things, wondrous as they are, will pale in comparison to the day, to the moment, when I finally see face to face.  

Transfiguration Sunday should make us excited for what we will one day experience, but let it also, open our 

eyes to the ways that we can see the glory of God, the glory of Jesus, right now. And may open eyes, lead to an 

open heart. What Peter, James, and John received as they witnessed that incredible moment with Jesus was 

something, I am sure, helped them later, to more fully understand who Jesus is, and what he is about.  It was, I 
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am sure, a source of encouragement to reflect back on that moment, when they were going through difficult, 

dark times. Our glimpses, our sightings of God’s glory, of Jesus’ glory, will act the same way – if we see them.  

Keep your eyes open. Pay attention. You may be much closer to something glorious than you ever imagined. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

This Week In Worship 

This week in worship, we will be observing Transfiguration.  Read about it in Matthew 17:1-9 and come ready to 

praise God. Part of our worship will be hearing from the Bundy’s, one of the missionary families that Ruhl’s 

supports. It should be a special Sunday indeed.  See you there!  Until then, be blessed. 

 


