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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Kinda Good” 

Late last year, and so far in the new year, my daily Bible reading has been what 

I am calling 15cc’s.  That is 15 minutes a day; reading the Bible cover to cover.  

It’s very different than other methods I have used. Right now, in the Old 

Testament, rather than digging down, it preserves the story character of what 

I am reading. I am in the history of the Kingdom period.  I have finished 1 and 

2 Kings and am moving into the Chronicles.  

I made a note in our Facebook Devotional group that I want to expand upon.  

The other day, I noted that I had finished up Kings and saw something.  1 and 

2 Kings recounts the reign of the various Kings of Judah, and Israel.  If you 

have ever read through this, you read of bad king, after bad king, after bad 

king, especially in the north, in Israel. In the south, in Judah, there were bad 

kings too. In fact, there really was only one “good” king; one who worshipped 

God, and who led Judah to worship God properly.  That was Josiah, who 

trusted God completely.  Even David and Solomon, those “great” kings, were 

seriously flawed.  Along the way, there were a number, who were “kinda good.”  

What do I mean by that?  These were kings that DID worship God as they 

should have, BUT, either let the idols and altars of other gods stand, OR who 

did tear down those objectionable things, but in the end, failed to trust God 

when faced with enemies. Kings such as Jehoshaphat, and Jehu, and 

Amaziah, and Azariah, and Jotham, worshipped God, but didn’t tear down the 

idols and altars. Asa, and Joash, and Hezekiah, started off great. They 

worshipped God and did away with all the improper things.  But they were 

kings, that when faced with a threat, didn’t turn to God, but who simply rolled 

over. They reached out to the enemy and bought them off, with all of the 

treasures of the Temple.  They bought off enemies at God’s expense.   

Here today, we look ahead to Sunday, specifically Transfiguration Sunday, 

when Peter, James and John saw Jesus’ true nature. But then, next week, 

Wednesday, is Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent.  Lent is that season in 

the life of the church, ahead of Jesus’ death and resurrection, ahead of Passion 

week and Easter, when we reflect on our brokenness, our sinfulness, our need 

for a Savior.  We who would follow Jesus, seek to do so completely.  And let 

us recognize, Jesus died for us (and for all), to transform our whole lives.  The 

question that all these kings raise, and that Lent itself raises, is how completely 

are you following Jesus?  Are you committed to Jesus, and Jesus only?  Or 
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are there parts of your life, you might say your “old life” that you are holding on to?  Or do you do pretty well, 

worshipping and following, when times are good, but struggle to trust when times are tough?   

In the end, the unfaithfulness of the kings, and the people, led to God allowing the people to be overcome by 

their enemies.  Israel was conquered and absorbed into foreign lands.  Judah was conquered, much of its people 

taken into captivity.  It was many years before a faithful remnant was able to return. We shouldn’t live in fear, but 

understand, that our actions do have consequences.  Sometimes those consequences are long lived.  And they 

can affect others as well.   

For our own sake, and for the sake of others with whom our lives intersect, who might be influenced and affected 

by us, let us do all that we can to truly follow God with all our heart, and mind, and soul, and strength.  And, to 

love others as ourselves.  Let us lay aside the ways of the world, that we might cling even tighter to God.  Let us 

trust God in all things and for all things.  In other words, let us observe an honest and meaningful Lenten Season, 

and may we then live faith, hope and love accordingly. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine. 

 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship – well, we are hoping that we are not challenged with more snow, but regardless, there will 

be worship.  (If a storm does come – be safe – make your best decision.  You will be able to view worship online.)  

This Sunday worship will center on the New Testament reading. We will be looking at 2 Corinthians 4:3-6 and 

reflecting on our personal witness.  This Sunday is Transfiguration Sunday.  We will share that story from Mark’s 

gospel, as well as Communion in the 8:00 AM service, and we will be celebrating new members in the 10:30 AM 

service.  It looks to be an exciting and special Sunday.  Spend some time in God’s word, and in prayer getting 

ready.  “See you” Sunday. 
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