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 “Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Direction” 

Mistakes happen. We all make them. I remember when I was a teen, driving to F&M College in Lancaster to 

meet some team-mates and use indoor facilities to train and practice for Pole Vaulting for Track.  (There are 

other stories there, believe me!)  F&M was maybe 20 minutes from my house, but I never got there the same 

way twice.  My parents, my coach, others, tried to give me directions.  No matter what, I got turned around.  One 

time was so bad, I’m driving down this one lane street in the dark, when suddenly there are headlights coming 

at me!  With the glare, all I could see, was a hat behind the wheel. And did I mention headlights. I was sure, very 

quickly, that I had gotten really turned around and was going the wrong way on a one-way street.  Fortunately, 

it was evening, and there was only the one car. I got stopped, backed up to a side street, let the car go, and got 

turned around the right way. 

Tuesday morning, I got a text from Bonnie on her way to work.  She was sitting in traffic.  Route 30 was a parking 

lot as far as she could see.  Later in the day, I headed to Lancaster for an errand.  Route 30 was still basically 

stalled.  News on the radio and my phone said that a driver somehow got on by way of the wrong ramp and was 

going against traffic, for several miles, at speed.  It caused 14 cars to have accidents.  And, of course, shut 

everything down as drivers tried to get safe, and then for the clean-up that followed. 

Every person has some kind of direction in life.  True there are those that are not clear on what their direction is.  

But still, people generally have a direction. They have goals, or some kind of destination in mind. The problem 

for so many is that the destination that they have in mind, often is not really connected with the direction that 

they are going.  I don’t know where that driver was going Tuesday, but their direction was definitely off.  When I 

was driving to F&M all those years ago, my direction was often very confused. The real sad thing is that there 

are so many, who believe, earnestly believe that their direction is toward God, or the direction that God wants 

them to go, but in reality, they got off at a wrong exit, or got on the wrong exit, and the direction that they are 

actually going is doing little, or nothing to get them closer to God, or to follow God.  

Years ago, I heard a sermon, or bit on the radio, I’m not sure, the speaker said words to this effect, “Your 

direction, not your destination, determines your outcome.”  I had to think about that, but it is true. That driver 

Tuesday had a destination in mind, but that wasn’t going to get him there. In fact, the direction that he was going, 

insured it.   

All of this raises several questions that we must all wrestle with.  1) What is the destination that I wish to arrive 

at in life?  (And you can look at that REALLY big picture, or break it down; today, this week, this month, etc.)  2) 

What is my ACTUAL direction?  3) Does my actual direction, take me where I want to go?  Then, if my direction 

doesn’t really move me toward my destination, how do I make a course correction?  The sooner the better!  

Some may note – there is another question that might be the real starting point; I am kind of assuming it, but 

that isn’t always the best.  “What is it that God wants for me in my life?”  For followers of Jesus – that is supposed 

to determine our destination, which would in turn determine direction.  A final note – this isn’t something that you 
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need to figure out on your own.  Fortunately, we all have a spiritual “Triple A” (to help with trip advice) if you will.  

We have God’s word, the Holy Spirit, Prayer, and spiritual friends, to name a few, if we aren’t too proud to ask 

for help on directions.  So, how about it, how is YOUR commute going?  Do you feel lost?  Do you feel comfortable 

with the directions?  Confident about the directions?  Will your directions really get you where you (and God) 

desire you to go.  If you aren’t sure, “pull over,” and check it out! 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

This Week In Worship 

This week in Worship, we are looking at the second to last bit of Ephesians.  Our text will be Ephesians 6:10-20.  

This passage includes the familiar “Armor Of God”, plus a bit more.  Take some time to read over this passage.  

Then, take some time to meditate, to consider; “What is God saying to you?”  Then, come on out Sunday for a 

great time of worship, praise, fellowship, and time in God’s word. 

 

 
 

 


