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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“The Good With The Bad” 

This morning, I woke up to a coating of snow in Manheim. I don’t think that it is 

serious; but, honestly, my first thought was ugh!  We just had three days of 

snow, Sunday, Monday, and Tuesday, that left behind a lot of snow.  

Everywhere I go, I see snow piled up as people try to make space to get on 

with normal things. Watching snow fall, can be an almost magical kind of 

feeling. Dealing with the snow once it has fallen, is often a miserable thing.  Oh, 

there may be joy in watching children enjoy it.  But I find lots of snow, that 

lingers, wears on a person in different ways.  What can you do?  You take the 

good with the bad. 

The other day, I heard from a friend. They had just gotten great news that they 

had been hoping for.  Praise God.  But, along with the good news, there were 

some things that went along with it, that let a little air out of the balloon. They 

were excited. But too, there was a little bit of consternation. If you dig deep 

enough, many of the things that we deal with in life are not quite as simple as 

they might seem. What can you do? You take the good with the bad, or the 

confusing. 

I think that there are a couple misconceptions that many wrestle with when it 

comes to faith in Jesus.  Some are under the mistaken impression, that when 

you say, “Yes” to Jesus, “Yes” to following Him, the rest of life becomes a 

straight-line incline toward blessing and heaven. They struggle with the idea of 

“Why Do Bad Things Happen To Good People.”  (There is a book by that name 

by Harold Kushner.)  The bottom line is that while we may be blessed by God, 

through Jesus, we are still living in a sinful, broken world. We don’t live in 

protected little bubbles. Bad things happen around us. Sometimes the bad, the 

unwanted touches us; it affects us. 

A second misconception that some seem to be under, especially today, is that 

everything is ALL wrong. We do after all, live in a sinful, broken world. For 

some, COVID, and politics and culture wars are too much.  Some people have 

a hard time to see any little bit of good. The truth of the matter, if we have eyes 

to see, is that though we DO live in a sinful, broken world, God is with us.  God 

is for us. God is active. There ARE good things.  We cannot allow ourselves to 

see through narrow blinders that fix our gaze on what distresses us, and miss 

that there is beauty, and joy, and life and blessing, all around.   
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Today, I am reminded of Psalm 23.  It is a beautiful, encouraging Psalm that speaks of God’s care. But, if you 

read it closely, you will note, implicitly, and explicitly, this care comes to us in our broken, sinful world. God 

doesn’t take us out of this world; but sees us through it. One day, we do expect it all to be changed, but meanwhile 

we need to continue on, by faith, in the midst of all that presently surrounds us.  And do not lose faith, or hope, 

or joy, or love.  It is by these means that God will equip you for each new day. There are other means by which 

God would equip us, such as His word, and by prayer, and with spiritual friends, and so on; but without these, 

I’m not sure how effective anything might be.  

There are some who will advise you to count your blessings.  And indeed, we should.  But let us not be afraid to 

name our disappointments and needs. And then, give it ALL to God, trusting that God will work in all of it.   

“The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.  He makes me lie down in green pastures; he leads me beside still 

waters; he restores my soul.  He leads me in right paths for his name’s sake.  Even though I walk through the 

darkest valley, I fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff – they comfort me.  You prepare a table 

before me in the presence of my enemies; you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.  Surely goodness and 

mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD my whole life long.”  

(Psalm 23, NRSV) 

“We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who are called according to his purpose.”  

Romans 8:28 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship – is the first Sunday in February. How did that happen? The groundhog came – and said 

it will be cold a few more weeks. But Sunday, we will gather together to worship and praise.  Our sermon passage 

will be from Mark 1:29-39.  It is a short passage, but it describes Jesus involved in a whole bunch of things.  How 

do you determine what to do? How do you set priorities?  Read over the passage and spend some time reflecting, 

or letting the Holy Spirit speak to you.  

Note – We will be sharing in Communion in the 10:30 AM service.  (Communion elements can be picked up 

ahead of time at the church to use at home if you are worshipping online.)  Next week, there will be Communion 

in the 8:00 AM service. 
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