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 “Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Anxious Passengers” 

Last night, we discovered that one of our dogs wasn’t feeling well.   The little “presents” made it rather obvious.  

A little detective work, and we were sure that Keri, our little Shih tzu / Pekingese mix was the one.  It was too 

late to call the vet, so we got through the night and called first thing this morning.  I took Keri for her appointment, 

got some medicine, and we expect the issue will be cleared up in a few days.  We’ve seen this before having 

had a dog, or two, or three for more than twenty years. It was a little wrinkle in the evening and again this morning; 

and it will require a little closer attention to a few things for a few days. But, in the end not really a big deal for 

us.  

But, driving to the vet’s I noticed something.  Keri was sitting on the seat next to me, seat belted in, lying on a 

doubled up, old towel – shaking.  Really, seriously shaking.  It was a little chilly, but not like going outside multiple 

times to do her business.  And, the heater quickly had the cabin of the car toasty.  Still, there she lay, for most 

of the trip, shaking uncontrollably.  Here is the thing. I only noticed that she was shaking like that because I 

reached over to pet her, to soothe her a bit for the trip. To simply look at her, she looked perfectly fine. Touch 

her and she felt like she was vibrating.  I have to think that she was scared.  She has been on other trips and did 

well, but today she was scared. I took my time driving, took it easy on corners, but she was scared. Scared on 

a simple drive, something that I and so many others take for granted.   

Here is what it made me think about.  Every day, we all do life.  Let’s think about that as if each and every day, 

we are out for a drive.  Every day we have a new adventure, like we hopped in a car and took off to see what 

we could see.  And every day, as we “travel” for big parts of our day, we have “passengers” with us.  Every day, 

our journey will intersect with others.  Often, many of these “passengers” who ride along with us, who share our 

journey, are people that we are very familiar with. But too, from time to time, we will have passengers that are 

less familiar to us. Either way, what Keri made me think of is that we need to pay closer attention to the 

passengers who share our journey, who we spend time with. It just might be, as familiar as a situation might 

seem, someone might be struggling for some reason. And, just because a person “looks” fine, doesn’t mean that 

underneath, they are not shaking, that everything is calm and peaceful.  How about it? Have you ever been 

going through something that was troubling to you, had someone ask you “How are you doing?” and answered, 

“Fine”?  Or, “Ok.”  We may not be able to solve problems for someone else who shares part of our day, our 

journey with us – but then again, maybe we can – if we are more aware. Even if we cannot help someone solve 

a problem, if we are more aware, we just might be able to provide some comfort, some help, some sympathy, 

some safe space that makes a big difference for that anxious person. 

 Basically, I guess what I am getting at, is do what the Bible says. Love your neighbor as yourself. Do all the 

good that you can, especially to those in the household of God. Feed the hungry, cloth the naked … etc.  There 

are so many scriptures that speak, one way or another, to the idea of being there for others. Deep down, I 

suspect that many know this.  What we need to do, is actually do what the Bible says. We need to pay attention, 

and notice others. It is very unlikely that there will be meaningful help in some form, for those who need it, no 
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matter how “close” they are to us, unless the person who needs help gets noticed.  Every day, may we appreciate 

the journey, and really notice who is sharing it with us.  Don’t be so wrapped up, you don’t see the anxious ones 

and offer a hand. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

This Week In Worship 

We are getting close to the end of Ephesians. We are into the last chapter now. Our text for Sunday will be 

Ephesians 6:1-4.  One more “tough” passage about relationships. Maybe the toughest. Take some time to read 

and reflect on this word from the Lord.  Also, note – in addition to great music and fellowship on Sunday, we will 

be sharing together in Holy Communion in both services. It promises to be a great time of worship. Get ready!  

See you Sunday! 

 


