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 “Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“My Newsfeed” 

Many of you who have a smart phone can probably relate.  At any given point in the day, I can open my phone 

and immediately see notifications, updates from various sources, that tell me what is going on in the world – 

from the perspective of that particular source. I have my phone set up to receive notifications from several 

different news outlets from local to international. Often, I will get several notifications from different sources about 

the same thing; a celebrity dies, a tragedy occurs, major action in government, etc.  If you don’t use a smart 

phone, or don’t have it set up to receive these kind of notifications, you still probably get more notifications that 

you think about in any given day – headlines in newspapers, breaking news, or teasers when you are watching 

tv.  People post stories that catch their eye in social media; or you just hear things from other people.  The 

average person is inundated with news every day through their “newsfeed.”  I, for one, believe that it is important 

to be generally informed about what is going on in the world. Often, these events have an impact, directly or 

indirectly on us and those around us. I try to limit my exposure a bit, because so much of our news today is 

hashing and rehashing what has happened, endless commentary on it, and lots and lots of speculation on what 

MAY happen and then more commentary about that. For me, it is simply too much. There are other things that 

require and deserve attention in my day. 

Really, as important as the news may seem, or indeed is, to each of us, the news should be a very distant second 

to another newsfeed.  For all of the input that goes into my newsfeed on my smartphone, and for as much other 

news as I am exposed to, I have never gotten notification from God in this way.  I try to evaluate everything I see 

through the lens of faith in Jesus Christ, particularly if there is some way in which I need to, or should, respond.  

But I cannot think of a time that God has reached out to me or spoken to me through my daily newsfeed that 

keeps me up with the world. If anything, there have probably been times that this newsfeed has been a distraction 

to me for what God wants to show me.  Sometimes that worldly newsfeed can suck me in and there is no time, 

space, or attention for anything else.  My “notifications” from God, if you will, come on a different newsfeed, more 

of a spiritual newsfeed. They come when I spend time in God’s word, in prayer, with other believers, and 

sometimes when I am just abiding in God’s presence. The thing is, to get those notifications, I need to pay 

attention to THAT newsfeed. The truth is that I am not up on all the worldly news, even with my newsfeed.  There 

are plenty of times that I am busy, or worn, and just don’t pay attention.  At the end of the day, that isn’t usually 

too big a deal because there is so much repetition.  But when it comes to God’s newsfeed, my spiritual newsfeed, 

missing something means that I am missing a blessing, or an opportunity, or something that I need in some way.  

That newsfeed is vital.  The worldly one is important – to some degree.   

With all that is going on in the world today, in our country, and in our community, it is important to keep 

perspective on what is important, and what is most important.  Tune in what seems important, to what is going 

on in the world, to the degree you are able.  Don’t forget that we are to pray for those in authority over us.  The 

Bible doesn’t qualify that in anyway – it doesn’t say pray for them if we like them, or what they are doing.  We 

are to pray for those in authority.   
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But most important is that we are paying attention to our spiritual newsfeed.  Hopefully you have that set up 

already.  If your spiritual newsfeed is not set up, that is where you need to start.  What can you do?  What do 

you need to do, that God might give you “notifications,” personally?  There is so much going on, it can seem 

overwhelming.  But, keep the first things first, the most important the most important, pay attention to your 

spiritual newsfeed, and it really should help you to manage a lot of things. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

 

This Week In Worship 

We will be continuing in Ephesians, continuing in this section that deals with household relationships.  Our text 

is Ephesians 6:1-4.  The gospel that we will read is Matthew 21:28-32.  Take some time to read and consider 

these passages and then come ready to praise God and celebrate our faith in Jesus.  See you Sunday! 

 


