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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Time to Let the Air Out” 

Over a week ago, I was told that one of the areas in the church was cold. It 

didn’t seem that the heat was working correctly. So, I did what I normally do 

when this has happened before. I called on the Trustees.  One of them checked 

out what we normally check out; batteries in controllers, and the programming.  

Some fresh batteries were installed and the situation was better the next 

Sunday; better but not right. So, we called the company that maintains our 

systems. Over the course of two days, they came out, checked the system out, 

and then came back to complete work.   

So, what did they find?  Well, first of all, it was noted that the boiler was working 

fine.  And all the various components seemed to be in fine working order.  The 

diagnosis?  Somehow - don’t ask me how this happens - some lines became 

air locked.  Air got in the pipes where there should have been water to carry 

the heat from the boiler to the registers in the affected area. The solution?  

Bleed the air out of the line.  Job done.  Heat restored.  Yeah! 

I’ve been thinking about this. I think this is a spot-on metaphor for many 

followers of Jesus today.  So many claim Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  He 

is in their heart. They have all kinds of “tools” or resources at their disposal; 

many valid, effective means of transmitting faith, or sharing faith.  And yet, all 

too often, for all that we do have access to, for all our potential, something 

creates a “block” between our heart and mind, and our hands or our witness. 

In the place where the Holy Spirit should carry desire and intention to hands 

and feet and lips that bring it to life in the world, too many are “air locked.”  

You see, it is not enough that “Jesus is in your heart.”  Followers of Jesus live 

by faith.  And “Faith without works is dead.”  (James 2:26) Just like people 

started to notice that the heat wasn’t working right, even though there was a 

perfectly functioning boiler, people WILL notice if you SAY you follow Jesus, 

that he is in your heart, but there is nothing to see in your actions.  

BEFORE something happens, or doesn’t happen, to cause people to question 

why things don’t seem to be working right in you, maybe it is time for a 

preventative service call. What is your spiritual “temperature” like?  Is your faith 

trapped inside you, “air locked” or separated from the world you live in?  It just 

may be time to “let the air out” and get the Holy Spirit flowing again. This is first 
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of all, a matter of prayer; regular and intentional. Secondly, every bit as essential, there is no better way to put it 

than the famous Nike slogan, “Just do it.”  Just do whatever it is that you KNOW you should do because of your 

faith.  Make that call to check up on someone or encourage them.  Give, where you see a need and you are 

able. Talk about your faith when you have the opportunity.  Forgive. And so on. You get the idea.  Do what your 

faith, what God’s word, tells you to do. Don’t be put off by the usual excuses, or fears, or distractions.  Before 

you know it, things really start to heat up!  People will notice, for the right reasons. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 

 

THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This Week In Worship we kind of have part two of a mini-series.  Last week, and this week, the passages that 

we examine both tell us of Jesus calling disciples.  This week our passage is Mark 1:14-20.  This passage tells 

us of Jesus calling Simon and Andrew.  JOIN US, this Sunday, at 8:00 AM, or 10:30 AM, in person, or online, as 

we praise God, and consider what this passage has to say to US today.   
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