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 “Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“Unexpected Opportunities” 

It was a little bit of a sad day this morning.  After my morning routine of devotions and prayer, I got dressed to 

go out for the day … and I put on pants.  I know, you are probably saying, “Whew!  Glad to hear it.”  If so, you 

don’t get it.  I put on pants.  Long pants.  Not shorts.  Yes, it is January 17.  But, for the last five days or so, the 

weather has been so unseasonably warm, that I have been wearing shorts.  It has been great!  Today the 

weather is moving back more toward normal January weather.  When the weather was in the 60’s and even the 

50’s, I took full advantage of the opportunity.  I saw a few others out and about that were wearing shorts as well.  

Maybe you took advantage of the unseasonably warm weather to do something that was a bit out of the norm 

for January.  I did see a larger than usual number of people on Facebook posting about hikes, bike rides and 

the like.  Now, we will all likely revert back to our normal activities. 

Why am I mentioning this?  What’s the big deal.  Maybe it isn’t a “big” deal, but the circumstances got me thinking.  

Every day, we have our routines and our expectations.  Sometimes they get interrupted by unforeseen things 

and we must adjust.  Illness, crisis with friends or family members, and other things can cause us to drop what 

we were doing and respond.  But what about our faith?  What about God?  Can God break into your week or 

your day and change things?  Or, maybe I should ask it this way, WHEN God breaks in and does something, do 

we see it?  And, do we take advantage of it?  Or, do we just keep plugging away, like nothing happened? 

When the unseasonably warm weather began, I didn’t put away my coat, scarf and gloves.  They are still on the 

back of my chair at home.  But I didn’t put them on.  I put on shorts and sometimes a sweatshirt and took 

advantage of the situation.  When God breaks into our day, we need to take that attitude and approach.  That is 

the time to lay aside – for the moment – for the time that is required – whatever is “normal” - and go with God’s 

flow.  Jesus demonstrates this idea perfectly.  He may have had one thing in mind as he set out for his day – but 

when life came at him – he accepted it.  Jesus constantly allowed his life, his day, to be interrupted – people 

came to him for healing, people came to him for spiritual release, people came with questions.  Jesus had 

compassion on them.  Do you have eyes to see, a heart to see, when things that happen to you, or that go on 

around you, are really a “God appointment”?  You won’t lay aside whatever you would normally be about and 

take advantage of the opportunity, seize the moment for God, unless you have those kinds of eyes.  But, I believe 

that if you try to see things from God’s perspective, or with God in mind, you will realize, there are more amazing 

things going on, all around, all the time; things that God is calling you and equipping you for, than you ever 

realized.  Certainly, more amazing than an unseasonable warm day in January.  Ask God to open your eyes, 

and take advantage, or step up, to every special moment you can. 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 
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THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in worship we will be looking at Ephesians 5:21-33.  This is one of those passages that make many 

uncomfortable.  But it IS God’s word.  What does it have to say to you, and to the church today?  Take some 

time to read and reflect.  Maybe even, read and re-read and reflect.  Then, hope to see you Sunday for a special 

time of worship with the whole church family.  Grace & Peace, Pastor Blaine 

 


