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“Thinking Out Loud” by Rev. Blaine R. Wenger 

“A Blank Slate” 

This morning I was standing outside waiting on the dogs to finish their morning 

“business.”  It was cold. It was light but not sunny. It was very still. Waiting.  

Waiting.  Waiting.  At times saying a little something to the dogs to encourage 

them, “Let’s go.”  “Come on.”  I was thinking, “It’s cold.” “I have things to do.”  

(You won’t be surprised that didn’t help the dogs go faster.) The longer that I 

stood there, very cold and still, I couldn’t help noticing and reflecting as I looked 

over the surrounding fields behind the parsonage, how they seemed to be like 

so many pieces of canvas laid out; blank canvas. Right now, they are bare, 

nothing is growing. In some cases, you can see the remains of last year’s 

crops, but that is really just stubble. The view out the back is a patchwork of 

tans, and browns, and grays, and faded greens, at places punctuated with 

silhouettes of trees.   

What is exciting for me, is to imagine how these blank canvases will be 

transformed beginning in a few months; especially the canvases of our raised 

garden beds and the various flower beds.  In some cases, what will be is 

already decided. The lawn will turn green with grass. The various stands of 

trees and the single trees that dot the area will be transformed with different 

shapes and textures of leaves. Some of them will flower along the way. In some 

cases, those canvases will be determined by others.  We can look over fields 

that are farmed by several different farmers. They will determine the crops that 

are planted.  For me, the most exciting part is our garden beds and our flower 

beds. These are the canvases that we will “paint.”  These are the areas that 

we will determine direction.  

It occurs to me, that every day we open our eyes and look around, we have a 

vast “landscape” in front of us. Our personal landscape is made up of very 

many “canvases.”  There are many elements in our surroundings. Some look 

around and are overwhelmed by what they see; some for good and some for 

bad.  Some look around and have a sense that that they don’t understand what 

it is that they are looking at. Some will fixate on one feature, or another, to the 

exclusion of all else. 

Standing in the still, cold morning, looking over all I could see, it struck me, my 

day is a blank canvas. What will fill it?  What will I fill it with?  Really, many 

things are already predetermined, or will be determined by others along the 

way.  But, as far as it is up to me, how will I fill it? I really don’t have to do 
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anything, and eventually, the grass is going to grow. Eventually, the various farmers will work their land and plant 

crops that grow. In time, the trees will bud, leaves will follow and brown becomes green again. I may like how 

those things turn out or not. I can choose to accept, or to be bothered. But what matters the most, is what I 

choose to do with the time and space that is mine to determine.   

I see today, there are very many who look at the world around them and are so bothered by things that they 

cannot control, things that they have no real say over, that they end up not doing what they can in the ways that 

they can.  I don’t have to tell you that there are very many problems and issues in the world that we live in.  In 

very many ways, we are very far from the picture that Jesus gave of His kingdom; a caring community, based 

on faith. In many ways, we are not fulfilling Jesus’ prayer in the garden, were he prayed that we would be one.  

Issues of race, and gender, differences in politics that boil down to what each believes is right and just, necessary 

and true, have divided us in ways, and to such a degree it seems impossible that we could ever come together.   

I see so much despair and frustration because the issues seem so big, and well, we cannot control what others 

think or do.   

We do not control what others think or do.  Sometimes we can influence others, even if it is only one or two.  The 

question is, will we influence them in a positive or a negative way? 

The more basic and important question is, “What will I do about myself?”  Will you wallow in despair, or do what 

you can?  In my physical environment that I see when I go outside, there is a vast panorama that is largely 

beyond my control, other than seeing that some grass is cut. The area where I have the most control, in the 

garden and flower beds around the house, is such a very, very small percentage of all that I, or others see.  If 

one were to fly overhead, most of what I control, wouldn’t even show up. If any did, it would be a tiny blip in the 

vast overall picture. Still, this “tiny bit” IS mine. I determine what will be. And actually, it is not only I that notice; 

there are others as well; anyone I invite, or who happens by. 

So, as you think about the rest of your day, as you think about tomorrow, the blank canvas that it is; what do you 

intend to do?  Yes, there is a lot that you have no control over.  And there may be much in that category that you 

really do wish you COULD do, but wishing doesn’t change things.  What will you do with the time and resources 

that you control?  What picture will you paint?  How will you fill your canvas?  Will you do so in such a way that 

is pleasing to your eye?  And that brings life and joy to others?  Will you nurture life and relationships?  Will you 

be productive, in some way?  Will you plant seeds?  Will you produce fruit?  Will you steward and enjoy?  Or, 

when you look back, or as others look on, will the question be, “What is that?”  In the end, you can only do what 

you can do.  And only you can do, what you can do.  Will you do what you can do?  God gives us each that blank 

canvas every day.  How will you use yours? 

“So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own.  Today’s trouble is enough for today.”  

Matthew 6:34 

“Do not be deceived; God is not mocked, for you reap whatever you sow.”  Galatians 6:7 

“… whatever you do, do everything for the glory of God.”  1 Corinthians 10:31 

“And whatever you do, in word or in deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 

Father through him.”  Colossians 3:17 

Grace & Peace, 

Pastor Blaine 
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THIS WEEK IN WORSHIP 

This week in Worship (and next) we will be looking at stories where Jesus called people to follow him.  Our text 

is John 1:43-51.  What can we see from Jesus calling his first disciples?  Take some time, read over the passage 

and then on Sunday, come ready to worship and fellowship together.   

Reminder – while we are back to having “in-person” worship, both the 8:00 AM and 10:30 AM services are being 

live streamed.  Additionally, Sunday school is being offered in person.  If you are not able, or comfortable to 

attend in-person, Pastor Blaine has started to offer a Zoom Connection along with his Sunday School class.  

Look for the link in the Friday email, or contact Pastor Blaine directly.  (We are working our way through the 

Exodus story.)  All are welcome.   

PLEASE NOTE – for those attending worship and Sunday school in person, masks must be worn at all times in 

the building.  Thank you. 

 


