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“Even in a world being shipwrecked, remain brave and strong.” 

These words by Hildegard of Bingen, written centuries ago, speak to the tumultuous world we live in.  As we 
journey through Lent, we rest in the knowledge and love of our God who remains with us, through the storms 

of our lives, guiding us through the wilderness and inspiring us to act with justice and love in our world. 
 
Welcome          Kori Pacyniak  
 
Opening Song – “God of Wonders”      Hindalong & Byrd 
God of all creation, of water, earth, and sky; 
The heavens are Your tabernacle, glory to our God on high. 
 
God of wonders, You fill the galaxies, You are holy, holy. 
The universe declares Your majesty; You are holy, holy. 
God of heaven and earth. God of heaven and earth. 
 
Early in the morning, we will celebrate the light; 
When we stumble in the darkness, we will call Your name by night. (R) 
 
Opening Rite  
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith: 
+ In the name of God, who is Speaker, Word, & Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
  
Knowing God's Loving Kindness  
God, who leads us through the valleys of dry bones, we pause for a moment to remember the 
times this past week when our lives have not been centered on you:  
 

God of our Journey, we often are afraid to live in the freedom of Your Spirit within us.  
Strengthen our hearts to freedom. 
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Jesus the Way, we often are afraid to trust in your promise to be with us always.   
Strengthen our hearts to trust. 

God of Life, we often are afraid to live as Your prophetic community in our world. 
Strengthen our hearts to live without fear. 

Source of Life, embrace us in Your Love.  Nourish us with food for the journey.  Encourage us on 
our way.  Empower us with endurance to the finish. Amen.  

 
Opening Prayeri 
God of the dead and God of the living, hold us close as we linger in these delicate days. May we 
perceive with clarity all that you would have us glean from what surrounds. Where a collective 
lack of love and justice are failing us, embolden us to live differently - today. Let your Spirit come 
swiftly and transform us with hope.  
Amen.  

LITURGY OF THE WORD 

First Reading – Ezekiel 37:1-14 
A Reading from the Prophet Ezekiel:   
 
The hand of God was upon me, and I was carried away by the Spirit, and set down in a valley – a 
valley full of bones.  God led me up and down and all around them.  There were very many 
bones lying in the valley, and they were very dry.  God asked me, “Human One, can these bones 
live?”  I answered, “You alone know that.”  Then God said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 
say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear God’s word!’”  God said this to the bones, “I am now going to 
make breath enter you, and you shall live.  I will put sinews upon you and will make flesh grow 
on you.  I will cover you with skin and put breath in you so that you will live.  And you will 
know that I am God.” 
 
I prophesied as told.  A sound started up, as I was prophesying, a noise, a rattling like thunder, 
and the bones came together, bone joining bone.  I looked.  There were sinews on them, and 
flesh was growing on them.  God said to me, “Prophesy to the winds, prophesy Human One, and 
say to the wind, ‘Come from the four winds, O Spirit, and breathe upon these dead that they may 
come to life.’”  I thus prophesied, and the spirit came into them, and they stood on their feet, a 
vast multitude.   
 
God said to me, “Human One, these bones are the whole house of my people.  They keep saying 
‘Our bones are dry, our hope has gone, we are cut off.’  Therefore, prophesy!  Say to them, ‘The 
God-Who-Is says this: Look! I am going to open your graves. I will raise you from your graves, 
my people, and I will bring you back.  You will know that I am your God when I open your 
graves and bring you up from them.  You are my people.  I will put my spirit in you, and you will 
live.  Then you will know that I, God, have spoken, - and thus it is accomplished, declares your 
God.’ ” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.   Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 83 Response [Sung]          Marohnic 
Refrain: When trouble comes, do not be silent. 

When trouble comes, be not afraid. 
 
O Beloved, Giver of Life, 
Let all that is unholy within us be cleansed,  
erased as chalk from a slate. R.  
 
As fire consumes the forest, 
 as the flame reaches up to the heavens,  
let the refining fire of Your Love  
 reach into the hidden places within open hearts!  
Forgive us and let the deep regret  
 of our souls rise up as contrite offerings. R. 
 
Let the people seek Your Word; 
 let the nations turn from violence and destruction.  
Let us know that You alone,  
 You who reign with Love,  
 are the Most High over all the earth. R. 
 
Second Reading An Excerpt from Dear Church by Lenny Duncan 
 
A Reading from “Dear Church: A Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest Denomination in 
America” by the Rev. Lenny Duncan,  
 
Dear Church, I love you because you are the answer to the question “Is God real?” You are the 
resounding yes thundering in our hearts. You are the triumphant roar affirming that God is real, 
powerful, and still able to perform miracles, here and now. In this time in our history, when the 
world seem like it is on the precipice, you are the gentle hymn that will pull us back from the 
abyss. You, Church, are the resounding call that the entire world is bending its ear to hear as the 
first straining notes float over the mountaintop. You are slowly beginning to look at these hard 
truths, more and more every day. You are the dance of providence that lays itself out as series of 
coincidences, bringing even the least likely into communion with the divine. But we know 
coincidences are God’s way of staying anonymous. It’s our job to point out that God is the agent 
of change we all experience… We have to start building this beloved community if we want to 
see it played out on the world stage. It will begin first in our sanctuaries, but it is our call to take it 
out into the world.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God.  

[Moment of Silence] 
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Gospel Acclamation [Sung]         Booth 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ.  
 
Gospel -  John 11:1-3, 5-8, 11-45 
Our God is with you.  And also with you. 
A reading from the Gospel attributed to John.  Glory to You, O God. 
 
Now a certain a man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha.  Mary 
was the one who anointed Jesus with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair.  Lazarus, who 
was ill, was her brother.  So, his sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Rabbi, the one whom you love is 
dying.” 
 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. So when he heard that he was ill, he remained for 
two days in the place where he was. Then, he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.”  
The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the religious leaders were just trying to stone you, and you 
want to go back there?”  
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken 
him.”  The disciples responded, “Respectfully, Teacher, if he's fallen asleep, he will be all right, 
and well rested when he wakes.”  Jesus had been speaking about the death of Lazarus, but the 
disciples thought he was referring to sleep.  Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. For 
your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe.  But let’s go to him.”  Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to the other disciples, “Let’s also go to die with him.”  
 
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days.  Now 
Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and many religious leaders and Judeans had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them.  
 
When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him. Mary stayed at home.  
Martha said to Jesus, “Teacher, if you had been here, my brother wouldn't have died. But, I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask.”  Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”  
Martha said to Jesus, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.”  Jesus 
said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
will live; and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?”   
 
She said to him, “Yes, I believe that you are the Messiah, God’s Chosen One, the one coming 
into the world.” 
 
After Martha said this, she went back to the village and spoke to her sister, Mary, privately. “The 
Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and 
went to Jesus. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where Martha 
had met him.  Those who had been with Mary in the house comforting her, noticed how quickly 
she got up and went out.  They followed her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn 
there.  
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When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “If you 
had been here, my brother wouldn't have died.”  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Judeans 
who had come with her weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit. “Where have you laid him?” he 
asked. “Come and see,” they replied.  And Jesus wept.  Then the Judeans said, “See how he loved 
him!”  But some of them said, “Couldn't he who opened the eyes of the one born blind have kept 
this man from dying?”  
 
Jesus, still deeply moved, came to the tomb.  It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. 
“Take away the stone,” he said.  "Rabbi", said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “there will be a 
stench by this time.  He's been dead for four days.”   Then Jesus said, “Didn't I tell you that if you 
believe, you will see God's glory?”  
So, they took away the stone. Then Jesus prayed and said, “Loving God, I thank You that You 
have heard me. I know that You always hear me.  I say this out loud for the benefit of the people 
standing here, that they may believe You sent me.”  Then Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, 
come out!”  The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of linen, and a cloth 
wrapped around his face.   Jesus said to them, “Untie him, and let him go.”  
 
After this, many of the mourners who had come to visit Mary and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          Kori Pacyniak  

[Moment of Silence] 

 
Prayers of the Faithful  
“You are my people.  I will put my spirit in you, and you will live.”  “You are the answer to the 
question, ‘Is God real?’.”  On the painful journey of these current times, in resurrection hope, let 
us ask for all that we and the world need. 
 
 Our response:   Remain brave and strong.  I am with you always.   
 
That with Ezekiel we might prophesy as we are told, and know that God will bring new life and 
spirit even to dried-up bones and hearts … we pray … (Response) 
 
That our giving of thanks together – our Eucharist – overflows into the active generosity of sharing 
those hard-to-find essentials and giving new hope to our neighbors in need … we pray … 
(Response) 
 
Jesus wept at the tomb of Lazarus, and he weeps now, with us, for all who are facing the 
onslaught of the coronavirus, and so we pray … (Response) 
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That this Earth on which we walk, which contains the dust of countless generations of our 
ancestors, become for them and for us the Easter garden of resurrection and new life … we pray 
… (Response) 
 
That in the silent vastness of the universe, in its blazing lights and in its unfathomable darkness, 
we find the Heart of Hearts who somehow loves us … we pray … (Response) 
 
For those who are so beaten down by life in these times of fear and uncertainty that they cannot 
envision resurrection and new life … we pray as Jesus said we should … (Response) 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Lenten community of 
reconciliation and resurrection hope.   
 
Let us call to mind, and speak aloud softly, the names of those who have died, or have been lost 
to us in other ways. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .    
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in our community prayer book . . . we pray …  
 
God of joy and sorrow, of death and life, in this time of uncertainty, strengthen our commitment 
to love and care for one another. Help us to always cling to your hope and remain brave and 
strong, we pray.. Amen.  
 
Offertory Song: Now is the Acceptable Time           Bridge  
 
Now is the acceptable time. Now is the season of waiting.  
We are called to become the holiness of God.  
Be reconciled with God now! Receive the grace of God. 
 
Break open your hearts of stone. Return to our God with your whole heart!  
God’s mercy awaits us all: God is gracious, rich in kindness. R 
 
Keep secrets your deeds of love and cheerfully give to the needy.  
God’s blessing is ours to share: God is gracious, rich in kindness. R 

 

OUR EUCHARIST 

Preparation of the Bread and Wine 

Blessed are you, Father of all, in all things you have made:  
in plants and animals, in all people, and in all the wonders of creation.   
Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, Mother of all, for the food we eat; for this bread and wine,  
for our families and community, and for laughter and joy in Your presence.   
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will deepen our commitment to transform our 
world.     
We commit ourselves to this transformation. 
 
Prayer with our gifts  
Holy One, bless these gifts of bread and wine on behalf of us and your whole church worldwide 
and make of us an everlasting gift to you. Unite us, wherever we may be, by this spiritual 
communion. We ask this through Jesus the Christ… Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you.  
Let us give thanks to the One who guides our life together. 
It is our joy to offer gratitude and praise. 
 
God, you never promised us that the way would be clear.  You created us in Your image - the 
image of One who is Wisdom, who is Love, who is Courage.  You breathed Your life into us with 
the assurance that we have, within and around us, everything we need to be Your faithful people.  
Though we sometimes act in disregard for Your call on our collective life, still You show up with 
and for us, relentlessly.  And so we join our voices with all who have gone before in gratitude for 
Your abiding presence: 
 
Sanctus  [Sung]          Booth 

Holy, Holy, Holy God, O God, our God, Spirit and Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Sacred is Your presence and blessed is the Christ with us.  Through the life of Jesus we saw an 
example of what it means to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with 
courage and compassion all the barriers that work against Your Spirit on the move. Though evil 
attempted to silence his proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could 
keep Love from growing. 
 

 [Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
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We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts.  May this bread and 
wine become for us the body and blood of Jesus, a tangible sign of the incarnation, and 
sustenance for our Lenten journey.  We remember… 
 
All: 
That same bread, Jesus took and broke, 
to restore the unity of our broken world.  
Jesus blessed you, God of healing and hope, 
then shared the bread with those at table, saying:  
Take this all of you and eat.  
This is my body which will be given up for you. 

 
[Pause] 

 
Then offering the cup of libation, 
poured out for the liberation of all, 
Jesus gave thanks and shared the cup 
in a spirit of mutual solidarity saying:  
Take this all of you and drink from it.  
This is the cup of my life-blood, the cup of my love, 
the new and everlasting covenant. 
In prophetic solidarity, it is poured out for you and for all. 
Sustain one another in the power of sacred memory. 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, until you come again. 
 
We remember all people who touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
 
Vemos Tu mano sagrada y resplandeciente tanto en la gloria como en el sufrimiento que 
experimentamos. Acompaña a todos los que han muerto y se han ido antes de nosotros en la 
plenitud de la vida contigo. Libéranos para que podamos vivir una vida sin miedo, en el misterio 
de Tu amor y Tu presencia. 
 
[We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be 
with all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before 
us into the fullness of Life with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence.] 
 
Holy One, gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
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Great Amen  
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[Sung]            Booth 
Amen, Amen, amen.  Amen, amen, amen.  
 
The Prayer of Jesus  
The prayer often called the "Our Father" has been translated and rendered in many ways over 
the last 2,000 years.  MMACC uses this contemporary version during Lent adapted from our 
friends at enfleshed.org. 
 
Loving Creator of us all, 
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection 
 be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 
 
The Sign of Peace 
May God’s peace be with you always.   
And also with you.   

Let us reach out with our hearts to offer one another, and the world, God’s peace. 
 

[pause] 
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Lamb of God  [Sung]         Booth 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. 
O Lamb of God.  Grant us peace.  
 
This is God's holy bread for the transformation of God's holy people. 
We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
This is Jesus’ table.  He made no restrictions and neither do we. May all who share with us in this 
spiritual communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.  Amen.  

Communion Song – Be Not Afraid        Dufford 
 
You shall cross the barren desert but shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 
Be not afraid.  I go before you always.  
Come, follow me. And I will give you rest.  
 
If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.   
If you stand before the darkest night and death is at your side,  
Know that I am with you through it all. (R) 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 

CLOSING RITE 
 
Prayer after Communion  
Loving God, unite us in this spiritual communion wherever we may be. Help us to see and feel 
Your presence and love, even when anxiety and fear overwhelm us. Sustain the power of hope 
within us. Keep us safe from all harm, bound in community by your love. Help us to do all that 
we can to protect and care for one another and for those most vulnerable among us. We pray in 
the name of Christ the healer… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessingii  
As we depart from the presence of one another, we do so in the knowledge that Love Eternal 
holds us together. Until we come together again, may you find courage in the witness of the 
faithful. May the peace of the Holy Spirit move through your every breath. And may you trust in 
the Wisdom of Christ within you. 
Amen.  
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Sending Forth 
Our mass has ended. Our service continues. Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: City of God        Schutte 
 
Awake from your slumber!  Arise from your sleep! 
A new day is dawning for all those who weep.   
The people in darkness have seen a great light.   
The God of our longing has conquered the night.  (R) 
 
Let us build a city of God.  May our tears be turned into dancing! 
For our God, our light and our love, has turned the night into day! 
 
We are children of morning; we are children of day. 
The One who has loved us has brightened our way.   
The God of all kindness has called us to be  
A light for all people to set their hearts free.  (R) 
 
 
 
  
 

Music used with permission LicenSing #L8969 & OneLicense #A-71188 
Eucharistic Prayer adapted from enfleshed.com 

i from “Liturgy that Matters for March 29, 2020” by Enfleshed.com  
ii from “Liturgy that Matters for March 29, 2020” by Enfleshed.com  
 
 

 


