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•Making Catholicism relevant      •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

Post-Election Prayer Service for Peace and Justice 
November 4, 2020 

 
 
Welcome & Logistics 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
In the uncertainty of this post-election time, we offer this space as a place to sit with the multitude 
of emotions we may be feelings: hope, fear, anxiety, uncertainty. We know that, regardless of 
who wins the election, our work to end racism, white supremacy, sexism, transphobia, 
homophobia, and all types of injustice will continue. Come into this online space just as you are, 
set down your worries and your troubles, and rest in the presence of our Loving God and of one 
another.  
 
Logistics:  

- We invite you to stay muted so as to insure the best experience for all.  
- Please sing along at home and join in the responses.   
- You may wish to have a lit candle and a rosary or prayer beads for tonight.  
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Call to Prayer         Singing Bowl  

 
We invite you into silence as we settle our restless hearts and anxious souls  

in the presence of the Holy.  

 
Opening Song – By Breath        Sara Thomsen 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
  
The air that is my breath is the air that you are breathing 
And the air that is your breath is the air that I am breathing 
The wind rising in my breast is the wind from the east, from the west 
From the north, from the south, breathing in, breathing out 
  
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
  
The water that is my blood, my sweat, tears from crying 
Is the water that is your blood, your sweat, tears from crying 
And the rising of the tide is in our veins and in the ocean wide 
We are in the rising steam, rushing river, running stream 
  
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
  
The fire in my heart, my soul flame burning 
Is the fire in your heart, your soul flame burning 
We are Spirit burning bright, by the light of day, in the dark of night 
We are shining like the sun, and like the moon, like the Holy One 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
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Opening Rite 
 
+ In the name of Silence, the ground of our being;  
the Word through whom the silence speaks,  
and the Spirit who unsettles and inspires us,  
we pray… Amen 
 
Holy Silence, Holy Love,  
we give thanks for Your presence among us. 
We give thanks for the presence of one another. 

   
We come engulfed in loss, anticipating change, fearing the future.   
May we find comfort in You and comfort with one another.  
 
Opening Prayeri 
 
God of Justice, guide us through this post-election time as a 
nation, state, and community. Help us create communities that 
will build your kin-dom here on earth — communities that will 
protect the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those 
who are not seen and heard, and listen to everyone’s voice. Stir 
our hearts and minds that we might fight for a vision that is 
worthy of you and your call to honor the dignity of all of your 
creation; a vision that cares for our earth and heals the planet; a vision that ends structural 
racism, bigotry, and sexism so rife now in our nation and in our history; a vision that ensures 
hungry people are fed, children are nourished, immigrants are welcomed. Breathe in us and our 
leaders a new resolve that we we will work together to build a national community grounded in 
healing, fearlessly based on truth, and living out of a sense of shared responsibility. Bring out of 
this time of global and national chaos a new creation, a new community founded in love, truth, 
and justice. Amen.  
 
First Reading                     Isaiah 43:1-7 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah:  
 
Thus says our God, 
    who created you, Jacob, and formed you, Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have loved you; 
    I have called you by name: you are mine. 
When you pass through waters, I will be with you; 
    through rivers, you shall not be swept away. 
When you walk through fire, you shall not be burned, 
    nor will flames consume you. 
For I am your God, 
    the Holy One of Israel, your rescuer. 
You are precious in my eyes 
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    and honored, and I love you, 
Fear not, for I am with you; 
    from the east I will bring back your offspring, 
    from the west I will gather you. 
I will say to the north: Give them up! 
    and to the south: Do not hold them! 
Bring back children from afar, from the ends of the earth: 
All who are called by my name 
    I created for my glory; 
    I formed them and I made them. 
 
Hear what the Sprit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 18:24, 47, 51 
 
Our psalm response will be sung:  
 
Do not fear to hope, though the wicked rage and rise. 
Our God sees not as we see, Success is not the prize. 
Do not fear to hope, For though the night be long, 
The race shall not be to the swift, The fight not to the strong. 
 
We abandon ourselves to You, O Living Presence, 
         our strength,  
 our rock,  
 our protector,  
 our freedom. 
Just One, tower of strength, source of truth and goodness; 
        we call upon You, 
        Heart of our Hearts. 
We sing praises to Your Name. 
Fear no longer holds us. R. 
 
Our God lives! Blessed be our rock! 
Exalted be the Heart of our hearts… 
You redeem our fears by Love. 
By love, You bestow the gifts 
        of peace, gratitude and assurance. 
May all peoples I’ve in Your truth 
        in the land of peace forever. R.  
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Second Reading        “The News” by Edwina Gateley       
 
A Reading from Edwina Gateley:  
 
Into the candlelit contentment of my sitting room, where the shadowy ambiance gentles all sharp 
edges, I sit to rest awhile.   
 
The World News explodes from the solid box that connects me to all corners of the globe.  And 
then I know that I cannot hide, and I am not, after all, alone.   
 
The world is tumbling into my private space.  For there they are – a constant stream of God’s 
beloved – bombed out and dying in distant ravaged places.   
 
I see from my couch the line of refugees – their gaunt faces hungry and despairing.  Here they 
are, right here!  Casting their dark shadows on my nice candle lit walls – intruding on my serenity 
and security.  And I must gather them in and hold them.  
 
For this TV is now my crucifix… and upon it hangs Jesus, with every nation imprinted on His 
face, each one daring me to fall on my knees in brutal, redeeming consciousness – beseeching 
Mercy.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  

Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Gospel            Luke 18:1-8 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  Glory to You, O God.   

Jesus told his followers a parable to show them that they should always pray and never lose 
heart.  Jesus said: “In a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor cared what 
people thought.  And there was a widow in that town who kept coming to him with the plea, 
‘Grant me justice against my adversary.’ 

“For some time the judge refused. But finally he said to himself, ‘Even though I don’t fear God or 
care what people think,  yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets 
justice, so that she won’t eventually come and attack me!’” 

Then Jesus said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. And will not God bring about justice for 
those God loves, who cry out day and night?  Will God keep putting them off?  I tell you this, 
God will see that they get justice, and quickly. However, when the time comes, will there be 
faith on the earth?” 

The Gospel according to Luke.  
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
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Musical Meditation  – Will the Circle be Unbroken?   Tony Alonso & Michael Mahler 
 
 
 
 
Prayers of the Peopleii 
 
Loving God, creator of this world who is our source of our wisdom and understanding, watch 
over us and guide us through this post-election time as a nation, state, and community as we 
await the results with calm, hopeful hearts. God, our creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
Help us create communities that will build your kingdom here on earth – communities that will 
protect the poor, stand up for the vulnerable, advocate for those who are not seen and heard, and 
listen to everyone’s voice. God, our creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
We pray for this nation that is deeply divided. May we come together for the common good and 
do as you have called us to do – to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you through 
creation. God, our creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
Help us act out of love, mercy and justice rather than out of arrogance or fear. God, our 
creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
Loving God, continue to guide us as we work for the welfare of this world. We pray for places 
that are torn by violence, that they may know peace. God, our creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
We pray for communities who are struggling with inequality, unrest, and fear. May we all work 
toward reconciliation with one another and with God. God, our creator… 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God our personal prayers and intentions. We invite you at this time to 
share in a sentence or two that which is weighing on your heart this night. All who wish to share 
a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly and clearly or type your 
prayer in the chat box.  
 
After each petition, please respond: 
 Guide us in truth and love. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers and intentions here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
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Guide our steps, Holy One, and bring your people together in your way of truth, justice, and 
love. Let not a word slip from our lips that would denigrate any of your beloved children. Kindle 
in us anger at structures and systems that hold your people down. Make us bold to commit our 
whole lives to the liberation and healing of all. Reconcile us to one another, and to You. Heal us, 
from the racism of our systems and structures. Banish the viruses that seek to destroy. Equip us for 
the work that must be done. Strengthen us for the days ahead. Guard and guide us. Do not let us 
go until we are done. We pray in the name of the Holy One… Amen. 
 
Musical Meditation  – Who will Speak?        Haugen 
 
Who will speak for the ones who are voiceless, speak the truth in the places of power? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t?  
 
Refrain: 
Who will speak if we don’t? Who will speak if we don’t? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t? 
 
Who will speak for the children of violence? Who will speak for the peoples oppressed? 
Who will speak so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will speak if we don’t? R. 
 
Who will care for the plants and the creatures? Who will care for the land and the sea? 
Who will work so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will work if we don’t?  
 
Who will work if we don’t? Who will work if we don’t? 
Who will work so their voice will be heard? Oh, who will work if we don’t? 
Who will speak if we don’t? Who will speak if we don’t? 
 
 
Black Catholic History Rosary  
 
We invite you now with us in praying the rosary. Because November 
is Black Catholic History Month, we will be praying the Luminous 
Mysteries of the Black Catholic History Rosary put together by 
Women Witnesses for Racial Justice.  
 
Praying the Rosary 
 1. Make the sign of the Cross and pray the Profession of Faith 
 2. Pray 1 Prayer of Jesus, 3 Hail Marys and the Glory Be 
 3. Introduce the mystery. Pray 1 Prayer of Jesus, 10 Hail 
  Marys and the Glory Be 
 4. Repeat step 3 for each of the next 4 mysteries 
 5. Pray the Concluding Prayers and make the sign of the Cross 
 
The Sign of the Cross 
+ In the name of the one Holy Trinity, who is Speaker, Word and Breath.  
Amen.  
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Profession of Faith 
We believe in God who made us all,  
 and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
 alive in every human heart,  
 expressed in every culture,  
 found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
We believe in Jesus, the Christ,  
 who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
 to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
 called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
 lifted to the fullness of life.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the breath of God on earth,  
 who keeps the Christ vision present to all 
 and infuses energy into spirits yet weary, isolated, searching and confused.  
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, to nature, to happiness, to wholeness,  
to the partnership of people of all genders in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us beyond the boundaries of ourselves,  
to forgiveness, and to everything that stretches our hearts to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   
 
The Prayer of Jesus (The Lord’s Prayer/Our Father) 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen.  
 
The Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, Grace incarnate, maternal face of Holy Mystery,  
blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.  
Holy Mary, truly our sister and mother, love and protect us, defend and console us,  
be with us now and at the hour of our death. Amen.  
 
The Glory Be (Doxology) 
Glory be to the One Holy Trinity: Speaker, Word, and Breath, 
as it was in the beginning is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. 
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Luminous Mysteries: 50th Anniversaries of Civil Rights Causesiii 
 
First Luminous Mystery:  Dedicated to the March on Washington 
Loving God, the March on Washington served as the largest 
gathering for human rights, more specifically, civil and economic 
rights for African Americans. Today, as we recall the mighty and 
historical “I have a Dream Speech” by the late Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., we ask that you continue to have your church speak 
out against our current injustices because “an injustice anywhere is 
a threat to justice everywhere.” God of Justice, grant us wisdom to 
boldly proclaim the truth and nothing but the truth in our families, 
churches, schools, communities and neighborhoods. 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
Ten Hail Marys 
Glory Be 
 
 
Second Luminous Mystery:  Dedicated to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 
Loving God, you keep on opening doors for your faithful people. We know that because the 
March on Washington was broadcast all over this world, this march began to change the hearts 
of our political and spiritual leaders in the United States. Our prayer today, God of Justice, is to 
persistently seek your divine intervention as we continue to fight for equal rights and justice for 
all who are disenfranchised in our communities locally, nationally and internationally. 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
Ten Hail Marys 
Glory Be 
 

Third Luminous Mystery: Dedicated to the March from Selma 
to Montgomery “Bloody Sunday” 
Loving God, we your faithful people, of all genders,  call upon 
your name as we remember the trials and tribulations that 
occurred during the Selma to Montgomery march. Today, as we 
continue to speak out and march and fight for voting rights, 
especially for those who have been disenfranchised due to their 
ethnicity or color, we implore your Holy Spirit to descend upon 
our political leaders and instill in them a sense of fairness to all 
regardless, of their color, creed or origin. God of Justice, may 
your Spirit continue to guide us to do all we can in the way that 
we can to make sure no one’s voting rights is disrupted. 

 
Prayer of Jesus 
Ten Hail Marys 
Glory Be 
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Fourth Luminous Mystery - Dedicated to the Voting Rights Act of 1965 
Loving God, we first want to thank you for our civil rights leaders, 
both spiritual and political, who, in many cases, gave their lives so 
that others may gain the right to vote. Lord, we ask that you forgive 
all those who persecuted and killed your sons and daughters. We 
again ask the Holy Spirit to assist in guiding our Congress and 
Supreme Court not to undo the laws that gave countless numbers of 
people the right to vote. God of Justice, we further seek your 
guidance to help us boldly and strongly encourage our church 
leaders to prophetically proclaim your Gospel as they speak to and 
for justice for all people. 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
Ten Hail Marys 
Glory Be 
 
Fifth Luminous Mystery -  Dedicated to the Religious Orders of Men and Women Who Risked 
Their Lives in the Struggle for Civil Rights 
Loving God, we your people are grateful that many religious orders and their members joined the 
civil rights marches to demonstrate their witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Help your pilgrim 
Church here on earth to further the witness to the Gospel by being a voice for the voiceless and 
giving hope to the hopeless. God of Justice, create in your people a sense responsibility to 
continue their journey for the civil and human rights. 
 
Prayer of Jesus 
Ten Hail Marys 
Glory Be 
 

 
Concluding Prayers  
Pray for us, Holy Mary, mother and sister of us all.   
That we may be guided in the way of justice. 
 
Let us pray: O God, whose Chosen One, Jesus the 
Christ, by his life, Death, and Resurrection, has given us 
the example of a life of truth, justice, peace, and love, 
grant, that while meditating on these mysteries of the 
rosary, we may imitate what they contain, and obtain 
what they promise, through Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
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Closing Prayer 
 
Show us your compassion, O God.  
That we may love one another as You have loved us. 
Give peace, O God, in all the world; 
For only in You can we live in safety. 
Keep this nation under your care; 
And guide us in the way of justice and truth.  
Let Your way be known upon earth;  
Your Way of Love among all nations.  
Create in us clean hearts, O God.  
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit.  
 
Be present, compassionate One, and protect us through the hours of the night, so that we who 
are wearied by the changes and chances of this life may rest in your eternal changelessness. Keep 
watch with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those 
who sleep. Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, shield the 
joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen.  
 
Benediction  
 
Holy One, Compassionate One, God of Justice, Love, and Truth,  
Send us anywhere you would have us go, only go there with us. 
Place upon us any burden you desire, only stand by us to sustain us. 
Break any tie that binds us, except the tie that binds us to You. 
And may the blessing of our Triune God: Creator, Liberator and Sustainer – be with you, 
those you love, serve and challenge, this day and always. Amen 
 
Sending Forth  
 
Guide us waking, O God, and guard us sleeping; that awake we may watch with Christ, and 
asleep we may rest in peace.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Meditation        Nada te Turbe - Taize 
 
 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us tonight.  
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
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i Adapted from “Prayers for the Election,” All Saints Church, Pasadena, https://allsaints-pas.org/prayers-for-election-day/. and 
Sr. Simone Campbell, C.S.J.’s prayer at the Democratic National Convention. 
ii Adapted from “Prayers for the Elections,” written by The Rev. Shannon Kelly, Director Department of Faith Formation, The 
Episcopal Church.  
iii Adapted from the Women Witnesses for Racial Justice & FutureChurch. Descriptions of mysteries edited for inclusive language. 
Additional credit for Black Catholic History Rosary goes to Rise N Shine: Catholic Education and the African-American 
Community, Mary Alice Chineworth, OSP https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED399614.pdf, Lead Me Guide Me – Black Catholic 
Hymnal https://hymnary.org/hymnal/LMGM2012, Black Clergy Caucus http://www.tnbccc.com/, National Black Sister’s 
Conference https://www.nbsc68.com/, National Black Seminarians Association https://gjorda9.wixsite.com/nbcsa, National 
Association of Black Catholic Administrators http://nabcacatholic.org/, Black Catholic Studies of Xavier University – Louisiana 
https://www.xula.edu/ibcs. Inclusive Prayer of Jesus (Our Father) used at mmacc.org , Inclusive Hail Mary text courtesy of 
Bishop Jane Via, RCWP & Kori Pacyniak, RCWP.  


