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MINUTES 
CLC MEETING May 19, 2022 

 
Attended by:  Jen Bonakdar, Agatha Graney, Ali Kirkpatrick, Esther LaPorta, Kori 
Pacyniak, Carol Spong 
Absent:  Mike Martin 
 
The meeting began at 7:04 pm 
 
Opening Reflection:  Ali Kirkpatrick 
 

I. CONSENT AGENDA 
A. Esther LaPorta moved and Ali Kirkpatrick seconded approval of the April 5, 
2022 minutes of the Community Leadership Council.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 

B. Discussion followed about facilitating the distribution of the minutes to the 
community in a more timely manner.  To do so, the CLC will attempt to record, 
review, and distribute the minutes within two weeks of each meeting. 
 

II. PASTOR’S REPORT 

A. Complete Pastor’s report can be found at the end of the minutes. 
 

B. Kori asked for feedback on two items: 

1. With respect to continued mask wearing at liturgy, it was the 
consensus of the CLC that MMACC continue to require masks for the 
foreseeable future. 
 

2. On the recommendation of the Liturgy Committee, Esther LaPorta 
moved and Ali Kirkpatrick seconded that options for in-person or online 
services be provided to the community for May 29th, should MMACC be 
unable to hold its hybrid liturgy. The motion carried unanimously. 
 



C. Regarding Technical and Digital Support: 

1. Kori has several candidates and asked for a member of the CLC to 
join them for the interview and selection process.  

a) Esther LaPorta volunteered. 

b) They will also ask one of the current tech volunteers or a 
member of the Liturgy Committee to join the interview team. 
 

D. Mary Magdalene Feast Day Speaker: 

1. Ali Kirkpatrick moved and Jen Bonakdar seconded the Liturgy 
Committee recommendation to invite published writer and author, Kaya 
Oakes  (https://www.oakestown.org) as the speaker for the Mary Magdalene 
feast day. The motion carried unanimously. 
 

The CLC noted the visibility MMACC would have because of Kori’s upcoming 
professional outreach.  In response to a question, Kori noted that there are 
occasions when their activities are reimbursed or that MMACC covers certain 
expenses. 
 

III. CFO REPORT 
A. The updated report can be found at the end of the minutes. With respect to 
the final item noted in the report about CalSavers, Kori will contact current 
MMACC employees that they may be eligible for this state sponsored retirement 
option. 
 

B. Sale of the electric piano: 

It was the consensus that the piano is an asset we should retain. 
Clarification is needed about whether MMACC and GLC shared in the 
original cost of the piano and co-own it. Esther LaPorta recalled the period 
of time it was purchased and will make inquiries. 
 

C. The Challenge Fund will start with $7600 for the match. Noted was the 
commendable effort made by Jerry Berberet to approach matching gift donors. A 
thank-you will be sent to him on behalf of the CLC. 
 

IV. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION, UPDATES OR ACTION 

A. Tithing: 

1. The three organizations recommended by community members are: 
The San Diego Catholic Worker, Haitian Immigration Assistance, Sharia’s 
Closet.  Community members will have an opportunity to select the tithe 
recipient in a ranked order. A message will be sent out with information and 
a link to each organization’s website. 

https://www.oakestown.org/


 

B. Jane Via’s letter regarding the new Region for Holy Margins: 
 

1. It was agreed that Jane’s letter explaining the rationale for 
establishing a new region and its formal recognition by the national board 
of RCWP should be distributed to the community. Jen will contact Jane 
asking her to do so and inquire whether she would be open to having a 
Q&A with MMACC members about ramifications. It is the understanding of 
the CLC that individual worship communities are not formally affiliated with 
a Region and this has no direct impact on MMACC other that Jane is now 
Bishop of the new region. 
 

C. Recap of MMACC Mission Renewal process: 

1. Jen has a form ready for community members to write responses if 
they were unable to attend any of the Renewal sessions and will send it to 
the community. 
 

2. CLC members will hold a second meeting to review notes from the 
individual renewal sessions in order to continue formulating the major 
points of discussion that will be distributed to the community prior to a 
Town Hall. They plan to meet on Sunday, May 22, 2022,  

 

3. from 10 to 11:30 via zoom. Discussion centered on how best to 
conduct the Town Hall and the conclusion was reached that online only 
may be the most inclusive for all. All agreed that Renewal group findings 
and suggestions should be distributed a week to ten days before the Town 
Hall to give people ample background information for discussion.  June 
26th was selected for the Town Hall. A save the date will be posted in the 
bulletin with relevant details. 
 

V. Next CLC meeting 
With Mike Martin’s absence, the next meeting was tentatively scheduled for Thursday, 
June 23rd at 7 pm.  This will be confirmed by email. Carol Spong will give the opening 
and closing reflections. 
 

Closing Reflection:  Ali Kirkpatrick 
 

Meeting adjourned at 9:02 pm 
  



Pastoral Report for May 19, 2022 
Amended May 20, 2022 

Respectfully submitted by Kori Pacyniak  
 

I. Liturgy:  
A. A lot of positive feedback was received on hybrid holy week & easter triduum liturgies. These liturgies 

represented a lot of work by the musicians, liturgy committee and pastoral team.  
B. Liturgy committee plans to send out a liturgy survey after the results of the renewal process have been 

collated.  
C. CLC Feedback requested: GLC may be reducing its mask mandate in the future. Covid-19 numbers 

are still fluctuating (and local spread seems to be on the rise per 5/18 county data), should MMACC 
retain mask requirement for liturgy / meetings?  

D. Feedback requested: We are a little short on certain volunteers for 5/29 (Memorial Day), one 
suggestion is to cancel hybrid services on this day and provide options for other in-person or online 
services. 
Amended: With input from Jane and the liturgy committee, Jane will preach and preside on May 29.  

E. Upcoming Special Liturgies: June 5 – Pentecost; June 12 – Trinity; July 9  (Sat) – Dignity USA 
Conference liturgy in San Diego (possibly no Sunday liturgy at MMACC); July 17 – Pride Liturgy; 
July 24 – Feast of Mary Magdalene 

F. Mary Magdalene Feast Day Speaker: The liturgy committee recommends Kaya Oakes 
(https://www.oakestown.org/about/) as speaker for this year’s Mary Magdalene feast day. Kaya is a 
prolific writer who has published in America, National Catholic Reporter, and several others. Her 
books include Radical Reinvention: An Unlikely Return to the Catholic Church, The Nones Are 
Alright: A New Generation of Seekers, Believers, and Those In Between, and most recently, The Defiant 
Middle: How Women Claim Life’s In-Betweens to Remake the World.  Kori has held preliminary 
conversations about speaking at MMACC with Kaya and with CLC approval, Kori will formally 
invite Kaya to be our Mary Magdalene Guest Speaker.  
 

II. Technical / Digital Support Hiring Update:  Have had five candidates apply, 3 seem to have good 
potential. Need: Who would like to be on the interview/search committee & next steps. Would like to hire as 
soon as possible.  
 

III. Professional Organizations  & Development / Visibility  
A. Kori was invited to participate in a workshop / conference for the launching of a new academic journal 

in Queer and Trans Studies in Religion May 13-15 in Riverside, California and was able to inform 
scholars in the field about MMACC’s existence and mission.  

B. Kori has been invited to be part of the a roundtable discussion for the 20th anniversary of the 
ordination of the Danube Seven sponsored by the Women’s Ordination Conference (WOC) on June 
29 in Berkeley, California.  
 

https://www.oakestown.org/about/


IV. Pastoral Care  
A. Bertha Popeney, an priest with RCWP and longtime member of MMACC had a stroke this past week 

and has been moved into a rehab facility. Jane is taking the lead on pastoral care.  
B. Kori is responding to some other requests for pastoral care and visitations which are confidential at 

this moment.  
 

 
  



 
FINANCIAL REPORT from CFO – Community Leadership Council Meeting May 19, 2022 

Update as of 05/15/2022 – Mike Martin 

 

 

• Donation YTD Trends (2022 vs. 2021) 
1. Regular Donations (mailed-in, N4G, Zelle, Givelify, etc.) as of 4/30/2022 -- $24,193 

• 2022 Avg. Weekly Donations – $1,411 vs. $1,444 for all of 2021 
2. Annual Donations as of 4/30/2022:  

• 2022 YTD TOTAL – $47,908 vs 2021 TOTAL - $58,458 
3. Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) – So far in 2022, 8 donors have taken advantage of the process to 

donate from their IRA accounts, thereby receiving a tax deduction. 
 

• Bank Account Balances 
1. Chase Checking Account Balance as of 4/30/22 – $62,991 

• Met FLOAT Target ($30,000) 
2. Checking Cash Flow for April 2022: 

• Deposits $12,990 (Weekly Donations/Annual/Givelify/Network4Good) 

• Expenditures $12,114 (Normal Expenses, Community Giving) 
3. Chase Savings Account -- $253 

 

• Investment Account Balances as March 31, 2022 
1. TD Ameritrade 

• Insured Deposit Account – $108,008 

• One-Year DC @ 1.7% Int. -- $ 20,000  

• Donated Stock Value*      -- $ 13,932 

• Total Value                     -- $141,88  
 

*Note: CFO acknowledges that he did not sell our donated Tesla stock earlier.  Due to the unanticipated 
recent steep stock market decline, it now seems best to hold the stock until prices rebound since we do not 
need those funds immediately. 
 

• Matching Drive 
1. The Chair of the Development Committee has experienced some delay in establishing the Challenge Fund for 

this year’s Matching Drive.  It now appears that work will not be completed until the third week of May.  This 
will likely extend the period of the drive until approximately the end of June. 

2. The amount of this year’s Challenge Fund appears likely to be somewhat lower than last year’s. 
3. The CFO has made some preliminary announcements about the drive but will kick it off officially with a 

bulletin announcement and email blast as soon as the Challenge Fund is finalized. 
 

• MMACC Phone 
1. The CFO has determined that the phone currently held by our Admin is NOT one of those scheduled to be 

retired due to the elimination of 3G service.  Our phone is actually 4G capable.  Switching it over to one of the 
donated iPhones would result in higher monthly service fees, so we will stay with what we have for the time 
being.  The possibility of using the Google phone app has been considered.  The CFO has decided not to 
implement it at this time, but will give it future consideration. Donated phones will be returned to the original 
owners if they so desire. 
 

• CalSavers 
1. We had previously thought that MMACC would be required to sign up for the state sponsored CalSavers 

retirement savings plan for our staff, since we have five employees.  However, the CFOs research and a call 
to the CalSavers office revealed that religious organizations are exempt from this mandate. 

2. Individual employees are eligible to sign up for the program directly with CalSavers if they wish to take 
advantage of its tax-deferred savings feature. 
 

 


