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MMACC Community Council Minutes 
October 11, 2019, 1:30 PM 

GLC Garden Room 
 
I. Host: Mary Kay Martin 

A. Call to order at 1:30 pm by Chair Becky Wilder and opening prayer by all. 
B. Members present were Mary Kay Martin, Mike Martin, Kori Pacyniak, Steve Pruyn, Sue Pruyn, 

and Becky Wilder. 
 

II. Announcements and Additions to Agenda 
A. Becky reported that she had sent a condolences card to Lou Adamo upon  the death of his 

mother.  She added that she hoped that the practice of sending such cards on the behalf of the 
community would continue even after the dissolution of the Community Council, if that occurs as 
anticipated. 

B. The annual Catholic Worker fundraiser dinner was added to the Old Business agenda. 
C. The items Musical Performance, Fall Retreat, and Sister Community were added to the New 

Business agenda. 
 

III. Old Business 
A. Minutes. It was noted that the minutes of the September 13 Community Council (CC) meeting 

were previously approved by email and published.  
B. Election.   Becky noted that Sue Pruyn and Suzanne Glassner will be hosting the table/ballot box 

for the upcoming Board and Council elections. Becky will be leaving a lightweight folding table in 
the closet for their use.  Becky reported that there are two candidates for the two open Board 
seats—Agatha Graney and Mike Martin—and seven candidates for the four open Council seats—
Jen Bonakdar, Rebecca Crowley, Jackie Davis, Olivia Dorman, Pat Jones, Robin Rendon, and Kathy 
Stone. There will be an announcement this Sunday before Mass about the voting, which begins 
next week. 

C. Community Giving.  Becky reported that she had processed the donation for the 2nd quarter of 
2019 for the RCWP scholarship fund.  This month she will process the payment for the 3rd quarter 
donation to the Catholic Climate Covenant.  In December, she will process the final gift for the 
year to the Monarch School for homeless youth. 

D. 15th Anniversary/Social Action Calendar. 
1. A working group needs to be established to develop more detailed plans for the 15th 

Anniversary.  Kori plans to discuss this with Board chair Esther LaPorta.  In conjunction with 
the 15th Anniversary celebration, the Council hopes that the community will be able to carry 
out a coordinated social action activity.   

2. At the previous Board and CC meetings, the possibility was discussed of creating a 
comprehensive calendar of social action activities in which all members of the community are 
engaged. This would serve as a resource for others in the community searching for a suitable 
activity in which to participate.  The CC agreed that this would be a useful resource. It was 
agreed that Barbara Bacho-Taylor could collect information and publish the calendar.  
However, Mike suggested that the CC needs to develop a template so that consistent and 
usable information is provided on each activity.  Mike volunteered to develop a draft of such 
a template for CC review. 
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E. Restructuring.  This topic, dealing with restructuring the various committees and ministries under 
the Board and CC, was tabled until a future meeting. 

F. Fall Festival.  On behalf of the CC, Becky commended those working on the Fall Fest Planning 
Committee for all the hard work they have put in to make this year’s event a success. 
 

IV. New Business  
A. Annual Catholic Worker Fund Raiser.  Mary Kay noted that this year’s Catholic Worker 

fundraising dinner will take place on November 9.  She obtained CC approval for an 
announcement before Mass, a bulleting announcement, and the placement of fliers on the 
Information table. She also noted that she will begin collecting miscellaneous household items 
for the rummage sale included in the event, as previously approved.  Finally, she noted that Tina 
DiStefano of our community, long time Catholic Worker coordinator, is now 90 years old and 
soon to move to an assisted living facility.  Becky said that she would send a card to Tina. 

B. Musical Event Proposal.   
1. Kori stated that Catholic composer and performer Sarah Hart, with her partner PJ Anderson, 

is offering an Advent/Christmas musical program in the San Diego area.  Kori suggested that 
this program could serve as or complement the traditional Fall Retreat activity that was 
discussed at the prior meeting.  The cost of the concert is $2,000, with Sarah’s crew providing 
all necessary set up.  This cost is approximately the amount the community has typically 
spent on the Fall Retreat, covering guest speaker fees and expenses, and the like.  Kori noted 
that the community has sung a number of Ms. Hart’s compositions at liturgy, with wording 
changes to inclusive language.  These wording changes would not be made for the 
performance, and the CC considered whether this would be acceptable to the community.  
The majority agreed that a musical performance such as this need not be held to the same 
standard as our liturgies, just as we would not expect performances of Christmas carols, for 
example, to be changed in other venues that we might attend. It was noted that this 
performance could be advertised to the broader local community, and a free will offering 
could be requested to help defray the cost.  Kori also noted that the pastoral team could 
provide a more traditional retreat experience either before or after the concert at no extra 
cost, if desired.  Dates currently available are December 11, 12, and 13, with Friday December 
13th being the most desirable.   

2. Steve made a motion, seconded by Mary Kay, to invite Ms. Hart to perform her 
Advent/Christmas celebration at MMACC, with a preference for December 13. The motion 
was passed on a unanimous vote. 

C. Sister Community.  The concept of developing a sister community relationship with another 
church was discussed, possibly, but not limited to, a predominantly black church. This idea was 
first proposed to the Liturgy Committee by Jackie Davis. The CC identified a number of elements 
that could be included in such a relationship, including financial support, joint events, joint social 
actions, shared liturgies, and exchanges of preaching.  It was noted that a canonical black 
Catholic church would likely have difficulties with any formal relationship with MMACC.  There 
would be less concern with a Protestant church.  Still, the specific elements of the relationship 
would need to be well-defined, and a number of issues would need to be worked through, such 
as differences in liturgical language, music, length of homilies, etc.  The CC agreed that a proposal 
needs to be developed which would identify the commonalities between MMACC and a specific 
other church on which the relationship could be based.  The CC members confirmed that they 
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are intrigued by the proposal and support exploring it further.  Kori agreed to respond to Jackie 
Davis and request that she develop a more detailed proposal for consideration. 

 
V. Committee Reports 

A. Pastoral.  
1. RCWP Retreat. Kori reported on the recent RCWP retreat attended by Jane Via and herself.  

She said that there was a good deal of interaction between them and representatives of 
other similar communities in California.  She said that there was a big emphasis on lay 
development as the retreat, and she and Jan were tasked with writing a concept paper on 
this subject. 

2. Call to Action. Kori said that the effort to save/revive CTA in California involves studying what 
other regions around the country are doing to try to avoid the “aging out” problems. 

3. Ordination.  Kori stated that it looks highly likeable that her ordination to the priesthood will 
take place before Lent of 2020, most likely in February. Most likely, the ordination will take 
place at another church with better facilities than GLC.  Several sites are under preliminary 
consideration.  (Note:  Kori confirmed at Mass on October 13 that her ordination has been 
scheduled for February 1, 2020.) 

B. Liturgy. Kori stated that the Liturgy Committee had approved in principle the idea of a regular 
remembrance/prayer for migrants at our liturgies.  This would include a table in the sanctuary 
with some beautiful artwork that Kori has obtained.  However, the Committee stated that it 
reluctant to begin the practice if we are not actually doing anything practical on behalf of 
migrants.  The CC agreed that research should be done to identify new opportunities to serve 
migrants since activity at the Asylum Shelter has tapered off and the clothing collection activity 
has ended.  People who might have suggestions, including Carol Kramer, Lou Adamo, Fr. David 
Ungerleider, and Fr. Dermot Rodgers, will be polled for ideas. 

C. Hospitality. Kori stated that the purchase of bulk supplies for hospitality compliant with the 
Catholic Climate Covenant still needs to be done.  Mary Kay will contact Linda Kleiner to check 
that adequate supplies are on hand for the Fall Fest.  Mike asked if the workday to clean and 
organize the storage shed should be rescheduled.  It was agreed that this should be done, but 
Debbie from GLC should be present to make sure we know which items of theirs need to be kept.  
Kori will check with Debbie about this. 

D. Social Action. With reference to Item III. D. 1 above, Mike will contact Jen Bonakdar to ask if the 
Social Action Ministry group would be able to identify and help organize a suitable activity in 
which the whole community could participate in connection with the 15th Anniversary 
observance. 

E. Education.  Kori suggested that she could provide an educational opportunity on November 10 as 
encouraged by the Education Committee.  She would present a continuation of her teaching 
about Queer Theology, which was well-received earlier.  Most likely, it would be after Mass, with 
a simple soup and bread meal offered.  Kori said that she would discuss this proposal with Carol 
Spong. 
 

VI. Closing prayer by all, including remembrance of community members who are ill, and 
adjournment at 3:00 PM. 


