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MMACC Community Council Minutes 
March 8, 2019, 1:30 PM 

GLC Garden Room 
 
I. Host: Sue Pruyn 

A. Call to order at 1:30 pm by chair Becky Wilder and opening prayer by pastor Kori Pacyniak. 
B. Members present were Mary Kay Martin, Mike Martin, Kori Pacyniak, Steve Pruyn, Sue 

Pruyn, Becky Wilder.  Also present was board representative Jerry Berberet. 
 

II. Announcements and Additions to Agenda 
A. Becky described an organization that issues a newsletter called the Taco Times that might 

be of interest to the community.  She will place the information on the information table. 
B. Becky announced that a representative of Southern Poverty Law Center, Richard Cohen, 

will speak at Symphony Hall on March 30.  She will provide the information to Barbara to 
place an announcement in the bulletin. 
 

III. Old Business 
A. Minutes. Two minor corrections to the February 28 minutes were identified—misspelling 

of a name and a section letter out of sequence.  Mike will correct these and send the 
corrected copy to Barbara and the Council members. 

B. Tithing.   
1. General.  Kori clarified the overall allocation of funds for the year.  The total amount to 

be given is $6,450.  Of this, $2,400 is provided in the 1st quarter to the Serra Mesa Food 
Pantry.  The remaining $4,050 is then split evenly among the three remaining quarters, 
resulting in $1,350 for the CC to allocate each quarter. Tradition has been that the 2nd 
quarter has gone to a women’s ordination related organization, the 3rd to an 
environmental cause, and the 4th to an organization working on immigration and 
border issues.  However, the CC has the discretion to alter this if the CC desires. 

2. 2018 Tithing. The 3rd quarter 2018 donations went to the Southern Poverty Law Center 
($1000) and the Wildfire Relief Fund ($250). This appears to have left $100 extra to 
carry over to the 4th quarter.  The 4th quarter amount was to be split evenly between 
the San Diego Organizing Project and Border Angels.  Kori will confirm that these 
donations were made and their exact amounts when Rebecca Crowley returns from 
vacation. 

3. 2019 Tithing.  Once again, the 1st quarter donation 2019 is designated for the Serra 
Mesa Food Pantry at $2400.  To prepare for the 2nd quarter donation, Becky will place 
the nomination form on the information table to obtain suggestions from the 
community.  Becky has made some clarifying changes to the form, so she will provide 
the revised version to Barbara to post on the website. 

C. Gender Neutral Signs. Becky has contacted Will Harris about making gender neutral signs, 
but he has now been asked to hold off until we have checked with GLC to determine if they 
would be willing to work with us on permanent new signs for the rest rooms. Becky will 
approach GLC to discuss their interest in this.  Kori showed some examples of some 
appropriate signs that are available for sale.  Generally, the preferred language is “All 
Gender” and several different types of pictographs are available.  The state has issued 
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some regulations requiring such signs on certain publicly accessible rest rooms, but it is 
unclear if these rules apply to churches. 

D. Updates for Lent/Easter/Annual Appeals. 
1. It was noted that Robin Rendon has reserved our community’s spot in the Pride Parade 

for this summer.  The rental of a truck is still to be done, but Kori stated that this is not 
urgent and can wait until at least May.  Meanwhile, she suggested formation of a 
planning committee for the event.  An announcement seeking participations should be 
made right away, and the group should form in April. It was suggested that Robin and 
Jackie Davis be approached directly to gauge their willingness to participate in the 
committee. 

2. Jerry suggested that a handout be considered for the event to take advantage of the 
opportunity to publicize MMACC to the wider community. He noted that his wife 
Yvonne is able to obtain a good price for promotional items and would be willing to 
help.  It was noted that stress balls were handed out last year and were a big hit.  
However, flyers were also handed out, and handling the two items together was 
awkward.  It was also questioned whether the material the balls were made of was 
environmentally friendly.  The committee will be asked to search for a single item that 
will be attractive, tell our story, and also be environmentally benign. 

3. Sue discussed the Lenten alms giving project. According to Dick Mauro, Easter baskets 
prepared  in recent years for the Serra Mesa Food Pantry, while beautiful, were too few 
to provide for all the families in need.  Instead, the Food Pantry would like gift cards to 
grocery stores or cash donations to purchase the cards.  Dick will put an announcement 
in the bulletin suggesting that MMACC members consider such donations.  This would 
be above and beyond the regular tithing to the food pantry from MMACC. 

4. Kori reported that it has been decided that there will not be Stations of the Cross 
during Lent. This idea had been considered but was found to be too labor-intensive for 
the folks that hoped to organize it.  A reconciliation service during Lent is still under 
consideration, as are potential joint services with GLC. 

5. Jerry reported that additional pledge forms have come in, and the annual pledges are 
now over $100,000, with a few more forms still expected.  So, the Board is now less 
concerned about meeting the budget this year than they were a few weeks ago. 

E. Goals for CC.  Having reviewed the documents provided at the previous meeting on goals 
for 2018, Mike asked for clarification of the concepts of health and sustainability, which 
were featured in the documents. Several other members offered their perspective.  While 
there seems to have been a perception of some tension between these two concepts, all 
members feel that they can and should be complementary. To discuss and reach consensus 
on these ideas, the Board has requested a joint meeting with the CC in the near future, to 
focus on overall goals for the community.  The CC agreed to such a meeting, and Becky will 
work with the Board to identify a feasible meeting date. 
 

IV. New Business  
A. Mass in the Park. Sue reported that Suzie Knapp and David Glassner have agreed to lead 

planning for this year’s Mass in the Park.  It was agreed that the CC should set a date in 
August for this event. 
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V. Committee Reports 
A. Board. 

1. Mike reported on his attendance at the March 2 Board meeting, including the 
following: 
(1) It was confirmed that as the CC rep to the Board, Mike will not only be a Board 

member, but also a member of the Finance Committee.   
(2) Mike reviewed the Board’s discussion of the new website and other enhanced 

outreach efforts, including enhanced photography and newsletter articles about 
community activities. 

(3) He noted the Board’s approval of the brunch fundraiser by Philip Butzen and their 
plans to publicize it by means of a written invitation from Philip. 

(4) The Board sees the approaching 15th anniversary of MMACC as an opportunity both 
to celebrate the community and also to spread the word about it to others.   

(5) As noted above, the Board seeks to hold a joint meeting with CC to review 
community goals, including how to leverage the 15th anniversary both to further the 
health of the community and to spread the word to potential new members. 

B. Social Action.  Mike stated that the community was very responsive to the first monthly 
clothing drive for the Asylum Seekers shelter.  A good deal of useful clothing has been 
delivered to the shelter, while any unneeded items (too large, already in oversupply, etc.) 
were donated to the San Diego Catholic Worker, who were  pleased to receive the items 
for distribution to the homeless here in town.  It was decided that the announcement for 
the next monthly drive will discuss this dual approach, with the Asylum shelter remaining 
the top priority, but accepting other items as well that can be given to the Catholic Worker. 

C. Hospitality.  Mary Kay discussed coordinating with Linda Kleiner in assisting, as needed, 
with the reception after the Fred Spong memorial on March 22. Carol Spong’s daughters 
are primarily responsible for putting on the reception.  They may use a combination of 
supplies available at MMACC and items they provide themselves.  The CC agreed that in 
this case, and others like it, Hospitality should explain to event sponsors what supplies and 
equipment we have to offer and encourage, but not demand, that environmentally friendly 
items be used. 

D. Education.  Sue mentioned the workshop on aging to be presented by Michael Tompkins 
the following day.  Jerry cited this as an example of the type of event to which the GLC 
community should be invited. 

E. Liturgy.  Steve reported attending the latest meeting of the Liturgy Committee and 
described plans for Lenten liturgies.  As noted above, the committee has considered 
various non-Eucharistic liturgies but has not decided on anything yet.    Music for Masses 
during Lent will feature Taizé chants.  The CC viewed the joint Ash Wednesday service with 
GLC as successful and a nice opportunity to meet the new GLC pastor, Karla. 

F. Pastoral. 
1. Kori updated her progress toward ordination.  She has 1½ academic units left to 

complete and will be done in March.  After that, RCWP committee approval is needed, 
which takes time due to their meeting schedule.  Then a committee is formed to plan 
the actual ordination service.  Kori and Jane Via will be part of that committee. 

2. Kori noted the possibility of initiating a new ministry to transgender kids. 
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3. Kori presented a demo of the updated MMACC website, which is due to go live soon. In 
response to a question from Mike, she explained that the host site has very good 
security to prevent hacking. 

G. Walk-on.  Mary Kay asked for and received the Council’s approval to place an 
announcement in the bulletin requesting the community to send birthday cards to Inge 
Johnson.  She is the woman who was evicted from her apartment and whom a group from 
MMACC assisted in moving to Tampa to live with her grandson.  She will turn 88 in April. 
 

VI. Closing prayer as a group and adjournment at 3:30 PM. 


