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MMACC BOARD MINUTES -- Saturday, November 14, 2020 
Via Zoom Meeting 

 
9:30 am Meeting was called to order and began with the Opening Prayer 
 
Present:  Esther LaPorta, President; Kori Pacyniak, Pastor; Suzie Knapp, Vice President; 
Victoria Gonzalez-Rivera; Agatha Graney; Mike Martin, CFO/Secretary; Kary Mauro, 
Recording Secretary; Rebecca Crowley, CC Liaison to the Board 
 
Ratification of Board Minutes: 
October 3, 2020:  Ratified unanimously 
 
Status Reports 
 
Pastor: 
Members of the community have expressed appreciation for the services offered during the 
national election week.  
Kori has been transitioning to a more centralized communication strategy for reminders 
about liturgies and events. They may start sending the weekly readings and background to 
the whole community, rather than only to the lectors.  
 
The Thanksgiving service will be earlier in the day than in past years, and more similar in 
format to the weekly Thursday liturgies, i.e., more interactive with the opportunity for 
individuals to share thanks. 
Malcolm has engaged a drummer and a bassist to pre-record music for the 15th Anniversary 
liturgy on November 29. Malcolm and Kori would like to pay the musicians for their work. 
Rebecca suggested that Mike speak to the bookkeeper regarding implications of paying 
them under AB 5 regulations.   
Suzie Knapp is organizing an Advent service of stories and songs.  
Nicole Flores, a theology professor from the University of Virginia, will be the guest preacher 
for the Feast of Guadalupe.  
 
Kori has received only a few photos from community members for the slideshow during the 
Anniversary celebration. They would like to include a picture of everyone in the community, 
so will make an announcement tomorrow at liturgy encouraging people to send more 
photos.  
 
In light of the ongoing pandemic, MMACC community members seem committed to 
continuing liturgy and meetings online only. While many report they miss gathering in 
person, all agree that continuing with Zoom is a good idea. We regularly have at least 70 



 

 

people in attendance during Sunday liturgy. At least 10 new members have joined the 
community since the initiation of online liturgy due to the pandemic. 
 
Kori has been recruited by the planning committee for the Women’s Ordination Conference 
45th Anniversary liturgy, which is same day as MMACC’s celebration.  
 
 
CFO: 
Mike presented the financial report. 
 
Following discussion of Dave Glassner’s offer to exchange donated gold and silver for cash, 
the consensus among the Board members is to postpone until we know how much income 
the 15th Anniversary celebration will generate. If rates remain favorable, Agatha noted the 
collection of precious metals in the latter part of December would still allow donors to take 
advantage of end of year tax benefits.  
 
The bookkeeper requested a valuation of the Mary Magdalene triptych to provide to the City 
for property tax purposes. As a nonprofit organization, MMACC does not pay property tax, 
and the likelihood of an audit is very low. Rather than pay for an appraisal of the donated 
reprints, Mike has researched the market value of originals and reprints of McKenzie’s 
works. The bookkeeper is satisfied with the extrapolated estimated value that Mike 
documented.   
 
Mike presented two preliminary 2021 budget proposals, one based on projections of a 
return to normal operations and another based on continuing COVID restrictions. The 
normal scenario results in a budget deficit similar to that projected for 2020. The COVID 
scenario results in a deficit similar to what we currently have in 2020. In neither case is there 
much room for discretion with expenses. The bulk of both budgets is comprised of the fixed 
expenses that are necessary to continue operations. There was discussion of possible 
future options to decrease expenses in 2021. Mike noted that MMACC’s core values revolve 
around providing meaningful liturgies, paying our employees appropriately, and maintaining 
our Community Giving at the current rate. 
 
Pending Action: 
Mike will consult with Kori and the Liturgy Committee about projected liturgy 
expenses in the coming year.  
Mike will call a meeting of the Finance Committee for additional input on budget 
projections. 
 
 
CC Report: 
Rebecca reported that there is an announcement in the bulletin requesting gift cards for 
SMFP to give to families for Thanksgiving meals. The check to RCWP has been mailed, and 
the donation to WOC will be mailed soon.  
 
The MMACC listserv will no longer be available because Yahoo Groups service is ending. 
Our listserv will likely be transferred to Google groups, which can be handled by our 
Administrative Assistant. Barbara can also relieve Sue Pruyn of managing the list.  
 



 

 

The Antiracism book discussion group has 17-20 regular attendees. Jackie Davis has a 
friend who is a reporter at the local NBC channel, where they are also doing antiracist 
training. We’ve been asked to share our experiences for a piece by the reporter friend, 
which would also provide publicity for MMACC.  
 
The CC wants to convey its desire that the new leadership structure will maintain a 
balanced approach between legal/financial issues and the spiritual, community health needs 
which have historically been the purview of the CC. They suggest that the leadership hold a 
meeting with all the volunteer committee leaders early in 2021. 
 
 
Continuing Business 
 
Revision of Bylaws: 
Esther thanked Rebecca for the enormous effort she has put into revising the Bylaws to 
reflect the new leadership structure.  
 
Action: 
Motion to approve the revised Bylaws, to go into effect as of January 1, 2021, was 
approved unanimously.  
Community election results: 
All of the candidates were notified of the results by phone as well as by email. There will be 
a notice in the bulletin that Esther LaPorta was elected to the 2 year term, and Jen 
Bonakdar to the 1 year term. 
 
15th Anniversary Celebration:  
Email invitations have been sent to everyone on all of MMACC’s email lists, and paper 
invitations will be mailed on November 16. Recipients can forward the email or simply the 
link to the invitation on the Eventbrite website to anyone interested. Registration on 
Eventbrite includes options to purchase a meal and to make a 15th Anniversary donation.  
 
Mike requested a report of the cost of each meal so the bookkeeper can itemize the tax 
deductible portion in each donor’s end of year letter. 
 
Esther offered to purchase additional greeting cards with images from the Mary Magdalene 
triptych, with a note to thank each 15th Anniversary donor.  
 
Pending Action: 
Kori will add the option on Eventbrite to allow people to pay by check rather than 
electronically.   
Kori will make an announcement on Sunday to encourage people to RSVP by the 
deadline.  
 
 
New Business 
 
Jane Via has requested that MMACC consider a $500 donation to the National Billboard 
Campaign to Ordain Women Priests, initiated by Roy Bourgeois.  



 

 

There are 2 billboards in Philadelphia currently and a plan for more across the country. Mike 
noted there are remaining funds in the Community Giving budget for 2020. Rebecca will 
present the proposal to the CC at its last meeting.  
 
Pending Action: 
In addition to incoming Jen Bonakdar, Esther will invite the outgoing CC members to 
the December Board meeting.  
 
Next Board Meeting Date: 
Either 12/12 or 12/19, determined by the availability of everyone invited.  
 
11:30 am Meeting was adjourned 
 
Respectfully submitted by  
Kary Mauro, Recording Secretary 


