
Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community 
 c/o Gethsemane Lutheran Church, 2696 Melbourne Drive,  
                          San Diego, CA 92123                      
                     www.mmacc.org ~ 619-334-1722 
 

“A new way to be Roman Catholic” 
...Making Catholicism relevant...Restoring women’s ordination...Living the change we envision 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
MMACC BOARD MINUTES – Saturday, April 25, 2020 

via Zoom Meeting 
 
9:40 am  Meeting was called to order and began with the Opening Prayer 
Present: Esther LaPorta, President; Kori Pacyniak, Pastor; Suzie Glassner, Vice-President; 
Agatha  Graney; Victoria Gonzalez-Rivera; Mike Martin, CFO/Secretary; Kary Mauro, 
Recording Secretary; Rebecca Crowley, CC liaison to the Board 
 
Ratification of Board Minutes:  
February 29, 2020:  Ratified unanimously, with addendum regarding coronavirus pandemic 
 
Reports 
 
Pastor: 
Liturgy Streaming and Zoom overall have been working well, despite technological and 
streaming issues at times. The Board members expressed their gratitude for Kori’s significant 
time commitment to navigating the technological learning curve. Kori noted that it is possible 
to put participants in smaller Zoom breakout groups after liturgy for informal connection. They 
also recommend that we continue to stream liturgies after we are able to resume meeting in 
person. They estimate 45-50 people have been participating in the live Zoom liturgy and 
there have been on average another 60-75 subsequent views on Facebook. Given social 
distancing requirements, resuming live group liturgy may not be feasible until this Fall. Esther 
suggested that we consider purchasing equipment and/or software that could assist with 
logistics.  
 
Pending Action: 
Kori will research software and equipment options to suggest to the Board.  
 
Community Outreach:  Jackie Davis and Kori have organized community members to contact 
other members during the COVID-19 pandemic. People have been enthusiastic about 
receiving calls, and we could consider continuing periodic one-to-one contacts after the 
pandemic is over.  
 
CFO Report: 
The pandemic has interfered with Mike getting authorized to manage MMACC accounts, so 
Rebecca continues to perform some of the necessary tasks.  



The Serra Mesa Food Pantry matching fund drive was presented to the community in lieu of 
the planned 15th Anniversary Social Justice project, which is no longer feasible during the 
pandemic. The $600 matching fund will be comprised of $300 from the Liturgy Committee 
and $300 of refunded fees from a cancelled conference.  
 
Action:  Motion to approve the shift of these funds for the SMFP matching fund drive 
was passed unanimously.         
 
Kori noted that paying an additional $100/year enables MMACC to use OneLicense songs on 
streaming and podcasting platforms. These funds are already available in the Liturgy 
Committee budget. MMACC no longer pays LicenseSing.  
 
California Assembly Bill 5 [AB5] regulations present challenges. Our recent guest homilist 
requested MMACC make a donation to the Massachusetts Council of Churches rather than 
pay her an honorarium. Rebecca noted that honorariums paid directly to a charity pose no 
problem, but if a guest homilist wanted to donate their honorarium to MMACC it would be 
more problematic. 
 
Mike presented preliminary research of electronic options for members’ monthly and other 
donations. MMACC is set up with Network for Good, which does allow check or bank 
transfers, but they charge about 3% of the donation. Rebecca noted that MMACC has a 
PayPal account, but their fee is fairly high. It currently requires several steps to reach the 
donation portal via our website. Online Giving platforms may make donations easier for 
online guests. The ability to use a credit card and not exclusively a bank ACH is also 
important during fundraising events. Mike and Kori agree that it will make sense to cancel the 
Network for Good account and switch to a different platform if it provides more services, 
rather than adding a second platform.  
 
Criteria to consider for a new platform include: 
Ease of use – app, web link 
Bank ACH and credit card payment options 
Cost to use the service 
 
Pending Action: 
In the next 2 weeks Mike, Kori and Esther will do additional research and send options 
and recommendations to the Board via email. 
 
Finance Committee: 
A meeting has not yet been scheduled. Mike plans to do so once he has more information 
about AB5.  
 
Community Council: 
Rebecca discussed the handouts regarding the Merger of the Board and CC that she will be 
taking to the meeting scheduled for May 4. These include a recommended timeline and a list 
of concepts to guide discussions. She is reviewing the minutes from the Board and the CC to 



identify decisions that each makes, in order to develop a practical approach to decision 
making in a merged leadership body.  
Jackie Davis is organizing volunteers to address Hospitality and Community Well-being.  
 
New Business 
 
The impact of the Covid-19 pandemic on MMACC planned activities for the 15th year:  
The San Diego Pride parade has been cancelled. Our Pride liturgy may instead be in held in 
June to coincide with national LGBTQ Pride recognition. 
The status of the annual August picnic in the park is uncertain.  
Esther will contact those who volunteered to organize the celebration in December to begin 
looking at possible venues.  
 
The pandemic has interfered with progress in developing a Youth Ministry. Victoria has sent 
a link to our Sunday liturgy to her SDSU student contact. Suzie noted that the Franciscan 
School could be a local resource, as many students there are planning to go into ministry. 
 
Kori remarked that Kaya Oakes is considering offering a webinar about writing a Spiritual 
Biography. There are many options for remote guest homilists, zoom workshops, webinars, 
etc.           
 
MMACC currently does not qualify for assistance available through the CARES Act as we are 
not unable to pay our employees. 
 
Next Board Meeting Date:  Saturday, May 30 at 9:30 am  
 
11:35 am  Meeting was adjourned 
 


