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Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
15th Anniversary Year - 2005-2020 

 
“I give you a new commandment:  

Love one another, as I have loved you.” 
Holy Thursday – April 9, 2020 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community, based out of San Diego, California. 
On this Thursday, we gather from our homes, separated by distance, but not by love:  wherever 
you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here with us, just as you are.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we keep everyone muted on zoom. However, please do 
sing along at home. Feel free to use the chat at right to communicate with one another and to share 
prayer requests and intentions.  
 
Suggested items to have on hand:  

• A bell/noisemaker/instrument for the Gloria. 
• A bowl with water and a towel to participate in the symbolic washing of the hands.  
• Bread or matzoh and wine/juice to share during our spiritual communion.  

 
Holy Thursday marks the beginning of the Triduum, the threeservices of Holy Thursday, Good 
Friday and Easter Vigil, which unfold in a single movement, as the church each year makes the 
passage with Christ through death into life. Considered to be one long liturgy divided into three 
distinct services, you may notice that there is no final blessing on Holy Thursday or Good Friday 
and that there is no opening rite on Good Friday. Tonight, we remember Jesus’ commandment to 
love and serve one another and commemorate his final night, when he broke bread and shared 
wine with his friends.  
 
I invite you to take a moment to get comfortable, and center yourselves before we begin with our 
opening song:  
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Opening Song –Bread of Life        Fisher 
Bread of life and cup of hope,we come as gift to you. 
Change our hearts; fill us with peace.Transform our lives anew. 
Open our eyes so that we might seeyour presence in one another. 
Your life, poured out in love today,unites us all in you. 
 
 Living Word, O Breath of God,your love shows us the way 
that we may live in harmony,and from you never stray.  
Wipe all oppression from our midst;give us a love for all people. 
Your song of justice sing in us, to live for peace today. 
 
Opening Rite: 
Tonight, we come together and remember the love of Jesus, on the night he gathered with his 
friends for a final meal. Though separated by distance, we remain united in faith and begin our 
liturgy with the sign of our faith: 
+In the name of the Source of Life, the Word of Truth, and the Spirit of Love. Amen. 
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving-Kindness:  
God's love for the world has been revealed in Jesus the Christ, who certainly loved us to the 
uttermost; Jesus, who at his last meal with his disciples gave them – and us – that new 
commandment: “…love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 
By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another." We 
pause for a moment to remember those times when we have not loved one another to the fullest:  
 
Creator of Life, too often we disregard the life-giving bread you offer. 
Source of Life, nourish us.   
 
Jesus the Christ, too often we forget you are God’s Bread of Life.  
Jesus, Bread of Life, nourish us.   
 
Spirit of Life, too often we do not share our bread with those in need. 
Spirit of Life, nourish us, that we might share our bread.   
 
May the God who feeds us, forgive our lack of gratitude, our gluttony and greed, and help us to 
live and love with justice and generosity, in the church and in the world.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer:  
Holy One, we come together in spirit and prayer, remembering the love of Jesus,gathered at table 
with his friends.We come to receive from Christ the bread of life,the cup of blessing; to receive 
the challenge of the new commandment:“Love one another.” 
So, let us come together with open hearts prepared to love, even to the point of breaking, as we 
seek to receive this story with our whole selves. In drawing closer to Jesus, may we draw closer 
to you and your beloved world.  Amen. 
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If you have a bell or a noisemaker, we invite you to make a joyful noise as we sing the Gloria:  
Gloria  [Sung with bells ringing]         Haas 
      
Glory to God in the highest, Sing glory to God! 
Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 
O God, heavenly God, Divine One, and Creator.   
We worship You, we give You thanks.  
We praise You for Your glory.  R 
 
O Jesus Christ, you are Child of our God, Holy One, the Messiah. 
You lift us to the fullness of life. You make us one body. 
You are bread for the world, you are bread for the world. R 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are Messiah,  
the Chosen, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God Creator. R 
 
Liturgy of the Word 
 
First Reading Exodus 12:1-8, 11-12a, 13a, 14  
A Reading from the Book of Exodus: 
 
God spoke to Moses and Aaron and Miriam in the land of Egypt:  
“This month shall stand at the head of your calendar. You shall reckon it the first month of the 
year.  Tell the whole community of Israel that, on the tenth day of this month, every family must 
procure for itself a lamb, one apiece for each household.  If a family is too small for a whole 
lamb, it shall join the nearest household in procuring one and shall share the lamb in proportion 
to the number of persons who will partake of it.  The lamb must be a year-old male and without 
blemish.  You may take it from either the sheep or the goats.  You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; and then, with the whole assembly of Israel present, it shall be 
slaughtered during the evening twilight. 
 
“They shall take some of its blood and apply it to the two doorposts and the lintel of every house 
in which the lamb is partaken.  That same night they shall eat its roasted flesh with unleavened 
bread and bitter herbs.  
 
“This is how you are to eat it: with your loins girt, sandals on your feet and your staff in hand.  
You shall eat like those who are in flight.  It is the Passover of God.  For on this same night I will 
go through the land, striking down every firstborn human and animal; but the blood will mark the 
houses where you are.  Seeing the blood, I will pass over you.   
 
“This day shall be a memorial feast for you, which all your generations shall celebrate as a 
perpetual institution.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 116 (sung)           Hart 
Our blessing cup is a communion with the blood of Christ. 
 
Second Reading 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
A Reading from Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians: 
 
I received from the Christ what I have also handed on to you. Christ Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, and - after giving thanks - he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for 
you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  In the same way, after supper, Jesus took the cup, and 
said, “This cup is the covenant in my blood.  Whenever you drink from it, do so in remembrance 
of me.”  For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim Jesus’ death until the 
Christ comes again. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation [Sung]         Booth 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Gospel – John 13: 1-17, 31b-35 
God is with you.  And also with you. 
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John.   
Glory to You, O God. 
 
It was before Passover, and Jesus realized that the hour had come for him to pass over from this 
world to his loving God.  Jesus had always loved his own in this world, but now he showed how 
complete this love was.  During supper, knowing that God had put all things into his hands, and 
that he had come from God and was returning to God, Jesus rose from the table.  He took off his 
clothes and wrapped a towel around his waist.  He poured some water into a basin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel that was round his waist.  
 
When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said, “Rabbi, you’re not going to wash my feet, are you?”  
Jesus answered, “You don't understand what I am doing right now, but later you will.”  Peter 
replied, “You will never wash my feet!”  Jesus answered, “If I don’t wash you, you have no part 
with me.”  Peter said to Jesus, “Then, Rabbi, not only my feet, but my hands and my head as 
well.”  Jesus said, “Anyone who has bathed is clean all over and needs to wash their feet only.  
Then you will be clean, though not every one of you.”  For Jesus knew who was to betray him. 
That is why he said, “Not all of you are clean.”   
  
After washing all their feet, Jesus put his clothes back on, returned to the table, and said to them, 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?  You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Leader’, and rightly 
so, for I am.  If I, then – your Teacher and Leader – have washed your feet, you must wash each 
other’s feet.  I have given you an example; you should do as I have done to you.  The truth is this: 
no subordinate is greater than their superior; no messenger outranks the sender.  Once you 
understand these things, you’ll be blessed if you put them into practice.” 



 5 

 
Judas then left.   
  
Once Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now is the Beloved of God glorified, and God is glorified as 
well.  If God has been glorified, God will in turn glorify the Beloved and will do so very soon.  
My little ones, I won’t be with you much longer. You’ll look for me; but what I said to the Temple 
authorities, I say to you: where I am going, you cannot come.  I give you a new commandment: 
love one another. And you’re to love one another the way I have loved you.  This is how all will 
know that you are my disciples: that you love one another.”  
 
The Gospel of Our God.  Praise to you, Jesus the Christ.  

 [Moment of Silence] 
 
Homily          Kori Pacyniak, Pastor 
 
Consecration of the Holy Oils      Bishop Jane Via 
Jane, in her role as Bishop, consecrates holy oils for use in the Western Region of RCWP from 
tonight through Holy Thursday 2021. 
 
 

BLESSING OF SACRED CHRISM 

Holy Mystery, Author of human consciousness and spiritual growth,  
in the beginning, You created the earth to produce fruit-bearing plants, 
among them the olive tree, from which is brought forth the Oil 
from which we make sacred Chrism. 
 
Moses made his brother Aaron priest by the pouring of this oil. 
Your prophets made rulers for the people by the pouring of this oil. 
King David sang of oil to make our faces radiant. 
 
When your Messiah, Jesus, was baptized in Jordan’s waters, 
You declared him well pleasing to You, the one You anointed with the 
oil of gladness as David foretold, 
We pray that - by Your + blessing - You may graciously sanctify 
the rich substance of this Oil You have created. 
As You did the oil by which Your priests, rulers, prophets and martyrs 
were anointed, permeate this oil with the strength of Your Holy Spirit 
through the sacred energy at work in the Christ 
for whom this Chrism is named, 
May those reborn through Baptism, and anointed by this oil, receive 
it as a holy sign of Your deep love for them. 
May this Oil become the Chrism of Reconciliation 
for those born again of water and the Holy Spirit. 
May all those anointed with this holy Chrism share Your cosmic glory. 
Through Jesus the Christ, 
Amen. 
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BLESSING OF THE OIL OF CATECHUMENS 

 
Holy One, we thank You for this Oil created from the olive tree. 
Oil is a sign of endurance. 
Bless this Oil and make it holy, a sign and symbol 
of Your Holy Wisdom and Cosmic Energy. 
Through anointing by this Oil, 
may Catechumens be enriched in faith and understanding, 
May they experience Your Gospel, proclaimed in the life, 
teaching, death and resurrection of Jesus the Christ, more deeply. 
May they generously embrace the good works, joy of service, 
and inevitable suffering and sorrow of Christian faith and life. 
May they be embraced by You as Your children; 
And may they find unspeakable joy as they anticipate their baptisms. 
May their journeys as catechumens bring them – through baptism – the 
fulness of Christian faith and life. 
May they become living members of the Body of Christ, the Church. 
We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
BLESSING OF THE OIL OF SICK 
 
Holy One, Loving God 
You bring healing to the sick 
through Jesus the Christ. 
Hear us as we pray to You in faith.  
Send the Holy Spirit, Holy Wisdom, our Helper and Friend 
 to infuse this oil,   
 which nature has provided and human hands have made,  
 with Her presence,  
 to serve our human needs. 
May your blessing + come upon  
 all who are anointed with this oil. 
May they may be freed from pain and illness  
 and made well again in body, mind, and spirit. 
May this oil be blessed for our use  
in the name of Jesus the Christ, 
who shares in Your Holy Life forever and ever.  
Amen. 
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Ritual Footwashing/Handwashing 
In our normal Holy Thursday liturgy, now would be the time when we 
wash one another’s feet, remembering how Jesus showed us to care for 
one another and reminding us that no task is too lowly. During this time 
of pandemic, washing our hands is more important than ever, to protect 
not only ourselves, but those most vulnerable among us. We invite you 
now to wash your hands – or the hands of someone near you – taking the 
time to be in our bodies, to imagine we are washing the hands of Jesus, or 
of our loved ones from whom we are separated, or that Jesus the healer is 
tenderly washing our hands.  
 
As we wash our hands, we pray:  
Blessed is the Soul of the Universe, Breathing us in and breathing us out. 
May our breaths continue and our health and the health of all in this world be preserved in this 
time of sickness and fear of sickness. As we wash our hands, we remember that every life is 
unique and of infinite value: from those living on the most remote part of the globe, to those in 
our cities, to our neighbors and family members. Holy Wholeness, let us use our hands for good 
to help bring love and compassion to others. “Let us lift up our hearts and hands to the 
Eternal.”i Amen 
 
Meditation: Healing is in Your Hands        
 
Liturgy of the Eucharist 
 
Presentation of the Gifts 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the bread of life. 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands.  It will become our spiritual drink. 
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Pray, friends, that this bread and wine enlarge who we are that we might serve one another in the 
fullness of life.   
Transform us, O God who feeds us. 
 
Prayer Over the Gifts: 
Holy God, by your grace creation is renewed and by your love heaven is opened. Draw us into 
your love and be known to us in the breaking of the bread.  Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer: 
God dwells in you. 
And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
Our hearts filled with love, we give God thanks and praise.  
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Generous God, mother and father of us all, bread-baker and wine-maker extraordinaire, we give 
you thanks and praise. You lovingly brought the world into being, gifted all creation with 
abundant life, and exquisitely shaped us in your image. We ask You to renew our hearts with 
confidence in the ultimate goodness of humankind.  Together with all creation we exclaim our 
praise of You, singing:  
 
Sanctus         Booth 

Holy, Holy, Holy, O God, our God, Spirit and Life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
Hosanna, Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Sacred is Your presence and blessed is the Christ with us.  Through the life of Jesus we saw an 
example of what it means to navigate an uncertain path, practice creative ministry, and face with 
courage and compassion all the barriers that work against Your Spirit on the move. Though evil 
attempted to silence his proclamation of an all-inclusive Kin-dom of God, not even death could 
keep Love from growing. 

 [Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts.  May this bread and 
wine become for us the body and blood of Jesus, a tangible sign of the incarnation, sign, symbol, 
and sacrament.  I now invite you to bless, with me, your own bread or matzoh, wine or juice. 
We remember… 
 
All: 
That same bread, Jesus took and broke,to restore the unity of our broken world.  
Jesus blessed you, God of healing and hope,then shared the bread with those at table, saying:  
“Take this all of you and eat. This is my body which will be given up for you.” 

 
[Pause] 

 
Then offering the cup of libation,poured out for the liberation of all, 
Jesus gave thanks and shared the cupin a spirit of mutual solidarity saying:  
“Take this all of you and drink from it. This is the cup of my life-blood, the cup of my love, 
the new and everlasting covenant. In prophetic solidarity, it is poured out for you and for all. 
Sustain one another in the power of sacred memory.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:  
When we eat this bread and drink this cup,  
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, until you come again. 
 
We remember all people who touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
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Widzimy Twojąświętość lśniącą zarówno przez chwałę, jak i ból, którego doświadczamy. Bądź 
ze wszystkimi chorymi i ze wszystkimi cierpiącymi. Bądź ze wszystkimi, którzy umarli i poszli 
przed nami do pełni Życia z Tobą. Uwolnij nas do życia bez strachu w tajemnicy Twojej miłości 
i obecności.  
 
[We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be 
with all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before 
us into the fullness of Life with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and 
presence.] 
 
Holy One, gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to 
share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Great Amen  
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[Sung]            Booth 
Amen, Amen, amen.  Amen, amen, amen.  
 
The Prayer of Jesus  
The prayer often called the "Our Father" has been translated and rendered in many ways over 
the last 2,000 years.  MMACC uses this contemporary version during Lent adapted from our 
friends at enfleshed.org. 
 
Loving Creator of us all,  
who dwells within and beyond, 
Sacred is your name. 
May your holy vision for collective flourishing 
come to fruition among us. 
May your dreams of justice, love, compassion, and connection be enfleshed on earth. 
Provide us today with what we need  
to be nourished in body, soul, and heart. 
Forgive us for the harm we cause  
as we seek to forgive those who have harmed us. 
Lead us away from everything that destroys  
and liberate us from the hands of evil. 
For you are the ultimate source of hope. 
Your power-with exceeds all power-over. 
Your presence incites eternal wonder. 
All praise to you, our comfort and strength. Amen. 
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The Sign of Peace: 
Jesus said, “My peace I give to you, my peace I leave with you.” May the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, be with you today and always.   
And also with you. 
Let us reach out with our hearts to offer one another, and the world, God’s peace. 
 
Ritual of the Breaking of the Bread 
 
Lamb of God  [Sung]         Booth 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. 
O Lamb of God.  Grant us peace.  
 
This is God's holy bread for the transformation of God's holy people. 
We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
This is Jesus’ table. He made no restrictions and neither do we. We believe that Christ is 
present with us by the Holy Spirit, whenever and wherever we the church share this sacrament 
together. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s 
table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual 
communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds.Amen.  
 
I invite you now to share in the meal with us.  
 
Communion Song – Jesu, Jesu       Colvin 
Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve,  
the neighbors we have from you. 
 
Neighbors are rich folk and poor, varied in color and race,  
neighbors are nearby and far away. R. 
 
These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love,  
all these are neighbors to us and you. R. 
 
Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet,  
This is the way we should live with you. R. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
As we come to the end of our time together tonight, I hope you can join us tomorrow at 7pm 
pacific for the Good Friday portion of our Triduum journey. In a moment, we will close our time 
together in prayer and chant – but with no final blessing or sending. Instead, I invite you to sit for 
a moment or two in silent contemplation before we part from one another’s company in love and 
silence.  
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Closing Rites 
Prayer after Communion:  
Jesus, you loved us in the beginning and you loved us to the end.  Even on the night you were 
betrayed, you took a towel, and washed our feet. Like Peter, we protest. Jesus, Towel-bearer, 
Foot-washer, Cross-bearer, you prayed that we would love one another as you have loved us. 
Tonight we have tried to practice what you taught us. Let the love, joy, and humility we have 
known here continue to bless us, and let us share that blessing with the world you love. In your 
name, we pray… Amen. 
 
Closing Chant  
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kin-dom,  
Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kin-dom. (Repeat) 
 
Ritual Stripping of the Altar  
 

Music used with permission LicenSing #L8969 &OneLicense #A-71188 
 
 

i Adapted from “A Blessing For Washing Hands During a Pandemic” by Trisha Arlin, 
https://www.ritualwell.org/ritual/blessing-washing-hands-during-pandemic and “A 20-Second Prayer During Handwashing” 
by Rabbi Joseph Meszler, https://reformjudaism.org/practice/prayers-blessings/20-second-prayer-during-handwashing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


