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Prelude 
 
Welcome & Logistics 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community for the funeral mass and 
celebration of life for Thomas Popeney. Today we welcome friends and family of Tom, 
gathering from locations all around the world, united in Spirit to mourn Tom and to 
comfort one another. We join together in prayer, from wherever we are. We are glad that 
you are joining us.  
 
For those of you joining us in person – we ask that you keep your masks on throughout the 
service. Should you need them, restrooms are located across the courtyard. For those of 
you joining us online, an order of service for today can be downloaded from the link in the 
zoom chat – mmacc.org/liturgy. For the best worship experience for all, we ask those of 
you joining us on zoom to remain muted for the service. Despite being muted, we 
encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the bold spoken responses. 
Prayer requests and memories of Tom may also be offered in the chat at any time. You 
may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our 
communion.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy 
before we begin with the blessing and incensing of the remains. 
 
Blessing of the Remains  
The grace of Jesus, the Risen Christ; the love of God, who raises us from the dead;  and 
the peace of the Holy Spirit, be with you all... 
And also with you.  
 
In the waters of baptism, Thomas died with Christ and rose with Christ to new life. 
 May Tom now share in cosmic glory. 
Amen.  
 
Opening Rite  
+ In the name of the Cosmic God who brings all things into being, the Cosmic Christ who 
embraces all things and the Cosmic Spirit, the essence of Holy Love, which unites all 
things… Amen. 
 
This gathering constitutes a unique assembly, one never before gathered, one possibly 
never to gather again. What brings us together is not geography, nor a shared faith 
tradition (though many of us share a faith tradition), nor a religious denomination, nor the 
manner in which we practice a religious denomination. Rather, we are called by Tom 
Popeney, whose life we celebrate. We come together in a ministry of comfort to all of 
Tom’s family and friends whose lives were touched by his.  We come in comfort to one 
another. In shared loss and shared comfort, we find strength and hope.  
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Eulogy 
 
 
Opening Song – Enter, Rejoice, Come In 
1 Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter, rejoice, and come in. 
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 
2 Open your ears to the song. Open your ears to the song. 
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 
3 Open your hearts ev’ryone. Open your hearts ev’ryone. 
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 
4 Don’t be afraid of some change. Don’t be afraid of some 
change. Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 
5 Enter, rejoice, and come in. Enter, rejoice, and come in. 
Today will be a joyful day; enter, rejoice, and come in. 
 
Opening Prayer 
Loving God, open our hearts to Your Wisdom, who has called Your servant Tom into Your 
heart.  Welcome him into the fullness of Your cosmic splendor. Help us comfort one 
another, find hope in time of loss, and faith in time of doubt.  Give Tom the joy and 
fullness of life everlasting. We ask this through Jesus the Christ...  
Amen.  
 
First Reading - Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes: 
 
There is a time for everything, 
and a season for every activity under the heavens: 
a time to be born and a time to die, 
a time to plant and a time to uproot, 
a time to kill and a time to heal, 
a time to tear down and a time to build, 
a time to weep and a time to laugh, 
a time to mourn and a time to dance, 
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them, 
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing, 
a time to search out and a time to let go, 
a time to keep and a time to relinquish, 
a time to tear and a time to mend, 
a time to be silent and a time to speak, 
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a time to love and a time to hate, 
a time for war and a time for peace. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s People.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 61; refrain from psalm 23  
Our response will be sung:  
My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
  
 Hear my cry, O God; 
     listen to my prayer. 
 From the ends of the earth I call to you, 
     I call as my heart grows faint; 
     lead me to the rock that is higher than I. 
 For you have been my refuge, 
     a strong tower against the foe.  
 
Refrain:  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
 I long to dwell in your tent forever 
     and take refuge in the shelter of your wings.  
 For you, O God, have heard my vows; 
     you have given me the heritage of those who fear your name.  
 
Refrain:  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 
 Increase the days of the ruler’s life, 
      years to lead many generations. 
 May the ruler be enthroned in God’s presence forever; 
     appoint your love and faithfulness  
 to protect your servant leader. 
 Then I will ever sing in praise of your name 
     and fulfill my vows day after day.  
 
Refrain:  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.  
  My God, my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
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Second Reading 2 Tim 4:3-8 
A Reading from the second letter Timothy:  
 
For the time is coming when people will not put up with sound doctrine, but having 
itching ears, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires, and 
will turn away from listening to the truth and wander away to untruths. As for you, always 
be sober, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your ministry fully. 
 
As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of my departure has 
come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. From 
now on there is reserved for me the crown of righteousness, which God, the righteous 
judge, will give me on that day and, not only to me, but to all who have longed for God’s 
appearance. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  

 
Gospel Acclamation             Celtic Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel – Matthew 5:1-12 
Our God is with you.  
 And also with you. 
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew.  
 Glory to You, O God. 
 
Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His 
disciples came to him, and he began to teach them. 
 
Jesus said: 
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
    for theirs is the kin-dom of heaven. 
Blessed are those who mourn, 
    for they will be comforted. 
Blessed are the meek, 
    for they will inherit the earth. 
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
    for they will be filled. 
Blessed are the merciful, 
    for they will be shown mercy. 
Blessed are the pure in heart, 
    for they will see God. 
Blessed are the peacemakers, 
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    for they will be called children of God. 
Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 
 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil 
against you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven; 
for, in the same way, they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily        Bishop Jane Via 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Sr. Joan Chittister 
We believe in God who made us all 
and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
alive in every human heart, expressed in every culture,  
found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
 
We believe in Jesus, the Christ, 
who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
lifted to the fullness of life.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the breath of God on earth,  
who keeps the Christ vision present  
to souls yet in darkness, 
gives light to hearts now blind,  
infuses energy into spirits yet weary, 
isolated, searching and confused. 
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, to nature,  
to happiness, to wholeness,  
to the partnership of people of all genders in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us 
beyond the boundaries of ourselves, to forgiveness,  
and to everything that stretches our hearts 
to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   
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Prayers of the People  
Even death cannot overcome God’s everlasting Love.  When God gives life, it is given 
forever.  “Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven.”  With trusting 
faith and confident hope in that promise, let us ask God for all that we and all Creation 
need. 
   
Our response:    Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
 
In memory eternal of our beloved brother Tom, whose home-going we honor today, that 
we also may open our hearts to people in their time of need, as he so often did … we pray 
… 
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
 
For those who mourn the loss of Tom’s physical presence, that we share in their sadness 
even as our spirits rejoice in the Resurrection promise … let us pray …  
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
   
O Risen One, splendor of Cosmic Light and Sun of Righteousness, come and breathe new 
life into all of us who have known and loved and learned from Tom … we pray …  
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
 
 Even though it is a time to mourn, it is also a time to sing Alleluia!  Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
Blessed are those You have chosen to dwell with You in the House of God … we pray …  
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
   
In thanksgiving that both Tom and we continue to be a part of the great whirling star-
spirals of the cosmos that Love has brought into being, the God who lives in incomparable 
brightness and in rich and fruitful darkness … we pray …  
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
 
For all those who find themselves unable to share our trust in Resurrection and new life … 
we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the other prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . .   

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the online chat and in our 
community prayer book ... we pray … 
All:   Into Your hands we commend our spirits. 
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Concluding Prayer of the Faithful   
Living God, May Your servant Tom assist You to weave our prayers into the fabric of the 
universe. May they help mend what has been torn, bring comfort where there is suffering, 
threading peace and joy throughout the universe, we pray... 
 
Offertory Song – On Eagles’ Wings  Joncas 
You who dwell in the shelter of our God 
Who abide in God’s shadow for life 
Say to your God, “My refuge, my rock in whom I trust!” 
 
Refrain:  And God will raise you up on eagles’ wings 
  Bear you on the breath of dawn 
  Make you to shine like the sun 
  And hold you in the palm of God’s hand 
 
The snare of the fowler will never capture you 
And famine will bring you no fear 
Under God’s wings your refuge,  
God’s faithfulness your shield. Refrain. 
 
You need not fear the terror of the night 
Nor the arrow that flies by day 
Though thousands fall about you,  
near you it shall not come. Refrain. 
 
For to the angels God’s given a command 
To guard you in all of your ways 
With all their strength, they will bear you up,  
Lest you dash your foot against a stone. Refrain. 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of 
life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment 
to live the Gospel.  

We are gathered in Your name. Be with us in our midst.  
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Prayer with our Gifts  
Holy One, we thank You for the gift of Tom in our lives. Through these our gifts, this 
bread and wine, make our lives gifts to the world as Tom’s life was.  Raise us up to do 
Your work.  And when our work is done, raise us up to the fullness of life in which Tom is 
now embraced, we pray... Amen. 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  
 And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed are You, God of Resurrection. From the beginning of all things, You create new 
life. Wonderful are You, Holy One, Who reveals to us wisdom and understanding. Holy 
are You, Faithful One, who gives us hearts with which to love. Tender are You, God of 
new life, who calls us to be Your servants. 
 
Sanctus      Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Conscious that we live and move and have our being in You, we give thanks for those 
throughout history who have affirmed Your loving presence. We give thanks for those who 
witnessed to Your presence in lives characterized by love, mercy, compassion, generosity 
and forgiveness, especially Tom.  
 
We praise You through Jesus the Christ, the Word that brings healing and wholeness; our 
companion on the journey of life; the Way that leads to peace and justice. In communion 
with the Spirit of Jesus and through our sharing in this meal, sustain us in our work for the 
well-being and common good of all people.   
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Holy One, we recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in us. 
We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You 
in us, the body and blood of Christ. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said 
the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 
This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”     
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[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. He said the blessing, gave the cup 
to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink. This is my blood. Do this in 
memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung]  Haugen 

 
We remember how you loved us, to your death. 

And we celebrate that you are with us here. 
We believe that we will see you,  
when you come in your glo-ry. 

We remember, we celebrate, we believe. 
 
We ask You to fill us with the Spirit of Jesus through the sharing of this meal. Take away 
all that divides us. Help us to embrace with love the rich diversity of Your people. Keep us 
in communion with one another and with all people who love You throughout the world. 
Let Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality, and instruments of Your 
peace. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer. Be with all who have died, especially 
your servant, Tom. Be with Tom’s family – with Bertha, with Tom’s children and 
grandchildren, with his caretaker Adrian, with his whole family and all who knew and 
loved him. Comfort all who grieve Tom’s loss. Gather us all to share in Your one, eternal 
banquet. Then, in Your presence, we shall give You glory with all creation and with Jesus 
through whom Your goodness flows:  
 
 Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
 With Christ, may all creation be one.  
 In Christ, may all divisions be healed.  
 In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
 may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.  
 

[sung]      Mass of Creation 
Amen, Amen, Amen.  

 
Prayer of Jesus       Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version: 

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
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Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace  
The peace of God be with you today and always.  
And also with you.  
Let us offer each other a sign of peace in a socially distant manner. 
 
Lamb of God        
 Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
 Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love.  O, Lamb of God.  
 Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
This is the Bread of the Resurrection, the Wine of New Life.  
 We are happy and blessed to be called to this supper.  
 
Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that this is God’s table, and not ours, and that all are 
truly welcome. We know that God is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, 
the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone, but joins you with us as 
we celebrate this feast of love. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be 
united with us in the love of God that knows no bounds. Amen.  
 
Communion will be distributed in bread form only and will be placed in your hand by our 

Eucharistic Ministers. All are welcome to receive. Please follow the directions given.  
 

Communion Song: I am the Bread of Life     Toolan  
 
I am the Bread of life. You who come to me shall not hunger; 
and who believe in me shall not thirst. No one can come to me, unless the Holy beckons. 
 
Refrain:  
And I will raise you up, and I will raise you up, 
and I will raise you up on the last day. 
 
The bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world, 
And if you eat of this bread, you shall live forever, you shall live forever.  (R) 
 
I am the Resurrection, I am the life. 
If you believe in me, even though you die, you shall have life within you.  (R) 
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Yes, I believe, that you are the Christ, the Holy One of God,  
Who has come into the world.  (R) 
 
Closing Prayer 
Before we go our separate ways, let us take leave of our beloved Tom.  
 
May our farewell express our love and affection for him. May it ease our sadness and 
strengthen our hope. One day, may we joyfully greet him again when the love of Christ, 
which conquers all things, destroys even death itself, we pray... 
 
Tom believed in the God who is Love.  
May our hearts be strengthened with holy love... Amen. 
 
During his life, Tom worked to bring God’s love to all people.  
May we continue that good work and leave the Church a better community for having 
lived, as Tom did...Amen. 
 
Tom partook of the Bread and Wine of Life. We have partaken of the Bread and Wine of 
life. Tom remains with us in the communion of saints. May he, with God, bless us now 
and forever as he has done in those years he shared life with us... Amen. 
 
Rite of Commendation 
At this time, we commend Tom into the care of our Loving God:  
Into your hands, Sacred Spirit, we entrust our beloved, Tom. In life, You embraced him 
with tender love and sealed him as Your own. In the life which transcends death, embrace 
him in the Womb of Holy Love itself. Grant him the peace of Christ.  
 
May the saints come to greet him and the angels come to meet him as You welcome him 
to the Table of Divine Love, where there is no sorrow, no weeping and no pain, but only 
the fullness of joy and peace. As his faith united him to Your people in this life, may it 
unite him with You forever. Amen.  
 
Holy, Living God, surround Bertha and all Tom’s family and friends with Your 
indescribable love. Strengthen our bonds. Confirm us in faith; enlarge our hearts with 
hope; bless us with love, that we not be overwhelmed by this loss. Let confidence in your 
goodness and strength well up from deep within, giving courage to live the days to come. 
May joy in Tom’s life balance sorrow in his loss. We ask this in Jesus the Christ. Amen. 
 
Benediction 
May the love of God, and the peace of Jesus the Christ, bless you and console you. May 
God gently wipe every tear from your eyes and bring you healing and comfort. We ask 
this in the name of God who is Love, Jesus who lived Love and the Holy Spirit who 
breathes Love into our human hearts. Amen. 
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Sending Forth 
Let us go in peace and love, celebrating Tom’s life.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Song: Be Not Afraid     Bob Dufford 
You shall cross the barren desert, 
but you shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety 
though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands  
and all will understand. 
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 
Refrain:   Be not afraid. 
  I go before you always. 
  Come, follow me, and I will give you rest. 
 
If you pass through raging waters in the sea,  
you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, 
you shall not be harmed. 
If you stand before the pow’r of hell 
and death is at your side, 
know that I am with you through it all. R.  
 
Blessed are your poor, 
for the kingdom shall be theirs. 
Blest are you that weep and mourn, 
for one day you shall laugh. 
And if wicked tongues insult and hate you 
all because of me, 
blessed, blessed are you! R.  
 
 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Texts for the first reading and gospel are from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary  
by Nancy Corran and Jane Via at https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 
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Opening Song: Enter, Rejoice, and Come In; Louise Ruspini, arr. Mark David Buckles, New Century 
Hymnal.  
Alleluia: Celtic Alleluia; Music © 1985, 1996, Fintan O'Carroll and Christopher Walker. Published by OCP.  
Offertory: On Eagles’ Wings, Based on Psalm 91. Text and music © 1979, OCP.  
Holy: Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen; Mass of Creation; © 1984, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Mystery of Faith: Refrain - We remember how you loved us, Marty Haugen; Music & Text: © 1980, GIA 
Publications, Inc.  
Amen - Mass of Creation, Marty Haugen; Mass of Creation; © 1984, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Prayer of Jesus – Rus Kosits  
Communion – I am the Bread of Life; Sr. Suzanne Toolan; Tune: © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA 
Publications, Inc. Text: Based on John 6 and 11; © 1966, 1970, 1986, 1993, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Closing - Be Not Afraid, Dufford; Text: Based on Isaiah 43:2–3; Luke 6:20ff. Text and music © 1975, 1978, 
Robert J. Dufford, SJ, and OCP. All rights reserved. 
 
 
 
 


