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Celebrating the Life, Work, and Legacy of  
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

January 14, 2024 
 
Welcome & Announcements 
GONG 
Good evening. Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in 
San Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for 
generations.  Our in- person presider is Jane Via.  Our online presider is Nancy Corran.   
Today we gather in person and online to celebrate the life, work and legacy of the Rev. 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr on this Feast of the Beloved Community.  Know that 
wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are.  
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This evening we are privileged to welcome the Reverend Doctor André Branch as our 
guest homilist.  Jane Via will introduce him. 

 
Dr Branch is a Professor, Pastor, and President Emeritus of the NAACP San Diego 
branch.  As an educator, his work has had a focus on healthy ethnic identity 
development and providing students with opportunities for personal and professional 
growth.  He has been a friend of MMACC for many years. 
 
We’d also like to welcome any visitors with us today.  For those on Zoom, please feel 
free to introduce yourselves on chat.  For those visitors in person, if you feel 
comfortable, we invite you to stand and introduce yourselves and tell us where you are 
from. 
 
[Pause for introductions] 
 
Community responses and words to our songs can be found in the (yellow) booklets.  
For those online, you can find the worship aid at mmacc.org.  You may wish to have 
some wine and bread nearby, or something similar, for communion.  After our liturgy 
concludes, we invite you to join in breakout rooms for some social time.  
 
For those of us in person, you are invited to receive the eucharistic gluten free bread 
and consecrated red wine or grape juice.  All are welcome at God’s table. 

 
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
• MMACC has sponsored a table at the All Peoples’ Breakfast on the Martin Luther 

King Holiday, tomorrow Monday, January 15th.  The table is filled!  If you’d like to 
attend, individual tickets are available online, and we will look forward to seeing 
you! 

 
• We are all invited to Suzie’s priestly ordination on Saturday, January 27 at 1pm at St 

Dunstan’s Episcopal Church in San Carlos.  If you can’t make it in person, you will 
be able to participate via Zoom.  Information will also be in the bulletin and sent 
via email.  

 
• Please see our bulletin for other community news and events. 

 
Let us pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our Liturgy.  
 
GONG 
 



 

3 

Opening Song – “Every Praise”      Hezekiah Walker 
 
Chorus 1 
Every praise is to our God 
Every word of worship with one accord 
Every praise, every praise is to our God 
 
Chorus 2 
Sing hallelujah to our God 
Glory hallelujah is to our God 
Every praise, every praise is to our God 
 
(Bridge) 
God, Creator 
God, my Healer 
God, my Deliverer 
Yes You are, Yes You are… 
 

We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith: 
 
+ In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen. 
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God,  
and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 

 
Loving God, when we fail to recognize injustice in our daily lives, 
Attune our vision to see as You see. 
 
Jesus the Christ, when we tolerate injustice and the absence of wisdom, 
Unsettle us. Give us the courage to do what is just, good, and right. 
 
Spirit of Life, when we forget that true Wisdom always leads to justice, 
Help us to seek Your Wisdom. 

 

Opening Rite 
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In the prophetic words of your servant Martin: 
“Although the Church has been called to combat social evils, it has often 
remained silent behind the anesthetizing security of stained-glass windows. 
How often the Church has been an echo rather than a voice, a tail-light behind 
the Supreme Court and other secular agencies, rather than a headlight guiding 
[people] progressively and decisively to higher levels of understanding.“ 
 
ALL: God, we confess our silence in the face of injustice. Forgive us. Give us 
the power to speak words and live lives that will challenge the systems of 
injustice represented in the powers of this world. Amen. 

 
Opening Prayer  
 Holy Mystery, Give us the grace to discern Your Voice speaking to us in our 
hearts and dreams.  May we hear the gospel and its implications more clearly than 
ever.  May we grasp that true power is service.  May we have the courage to 
embrace the reality that there is no authentic holiness among your people without 
authentic equality among Your people.  We pray… 
 
 
First Reading        Samuel 3:1-10, 19 

 
A Reading from the First Book of Samuel 3:1-10, 19 

 
Hannah’s boy, Samuel, was ministering to the Holy One under Eli. The word of 
God was rare in those days. Visions were not widespread. 
 
One night, Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his usual place.  The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 
Samuel was lying down in the Tabernacle of God, where the ark of God was.  
Then God called, “Samuel! Samuel!” who responded, “Here I am!”  Samuel ran 
to Eli, and said, “You called me? Here I am.” But Eli said, “I did not call you. Go 
back to bed.” So Samuel went and lay down. God called again, “Samuel!”  
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “You called me.  Here I am..” But Eli 
said, “I did not call, my child.  Go back to bed.”  Now Samuel did not yet know 
God, and the word of God had not yet been revealed to him.  God called Samuel 
again, a third time.  He got up and went to Eli, and said, “You called me.  Here I 
am.” Then Eli perceived that God was calling Samuel.  Therefore, Eli said to 
Samuel, “Go, lie down. If you hear God’s Voice again, say, ‘Speak, Holy One.  
Your servant is listening.’” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
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Then God came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!”  And 
Samuel said, “Speak.  Your servant is listening.”  
 
As Samuel grew up, God was with him and let none of Samuel’s words fall to the 
ground. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM         Psalm 40:1-3, 6a, 7-10 

 
Our Psalm response is: Your heart’s desire is our delight. 

R: Your heart’s desire is our delight. 
 
I waited patiently for God 
    who turned to me and heard my cry. 
God put a new song in my mouth, 
    a hymn of praise. 
More and more people are seeing this; 
     they enter the mystery with faith. 
R Your heart’s desire is our delight. 
 
Sacrifice and offering You do not desire, 
    but You have given me an open ear. 
I said, “Here I am, I have come— 
    it is written about me in the scroll. 
I delight to do Your heart's desire. 
    Your law is within my heart.” 
R Your heart’s desire is our delight. 
 
I have preached You to the whole assembly. 
    I have not restrained my lips, as You know. 
I do not keep the news of Your ways a secret.  
    I do not keep it to myself. 
I speak of Your faithfulness and Your love in action, 
    holding nothing back. 
R: Your heart’s desire is our delight. 
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Second Reading   “Letter from Birmingham Jail”, excerpt Martin Luther King, Jr 
 
An excerpt from Martin Luther King Jr's Letter from Birmingham Jail to eight 
white religious leaders of the South in response to their public statement of 
concern and caution 
 
I guess it is easy for those who have never felt the stinging darts of segregation to 
say "wait."  
 
But when you have seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers at will and 
drown your sisters and brothers at whim; 
 
when you have seen hate-filled policemen curse, kick, brutalize, and even kill 
your black brothers and sisters with impunity; 
 
when you see the vast majority of your twenty million Negro brothers and sisters 
smothering in an airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent society;  
 
when you suddenly find your tongue twisted and your speech stammering as you 
seek to explain to your six-year-old daughter why she cannot go to the public 
amusement park that has just been advertised on television, and see tears welling 
up in her little eyes when she is told that Funtown is closed to colored children, 
and see the depressing clouds of inferiority begin to form in her little mental sky, 
and see her begin to distort her little personality by unconsciously developing a 
bitterness toward white people;  
 
when you have to concoct an answer for a five-year-old son asking in agonizing 
pathos, "Daddy, why do white people treat colored people so mean?";  
 
when you take a cross-country drive and find it necessary to sleep night after 
night in the uncomfortable corners of your automobile because no motel will 
accept you;  
 
when you are humiliated day in and day out by nagging signs reading "white" 
and "colored";  
 
when your first name becomes [a profanity]... and your middle name becomes 
"boy" (however old you are) and your last name becomes "John," and when your 
wife and mother are never given the respected title "Mrs.";  
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when you are harried by day and haunted by night by the fact that you are a 
Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never quite knowing what to expect 
next, and plagued with inner fears and outer resentments;  
 
when you are forever fighting a degenerating sense of "nobodyness"   
 
--then you will understand why we find it difficult to wait.  
 
There comes a time when the cup of endurance runs over and men [and women] 
are no longer willing to be plunged into an abyss of injustice where they 
experience the bleakness of corroding despair.  I hope, sirs, you can understand 
our legitimate and unavoidable impatience ... 

 
The Word of Rev Dr King, a Modern Day Prophet. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation                        Tompkins 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! We listen to the word of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! We proclaim the gospel of our God! 
 
Gospel             John 1:35-49 

   Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to John 

 Glory to you, O God. 
 
John the Baptizer was standing with two of his disciples, and as he watched Jesus 
walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, the Lamb of God!”  The two disciples heard this, 
and they followed Jesus.  When Jesus turned and saw them following, he asked 
them, “What are you looking for?”  They replied, “Rabbi” (which translated 
means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  Jesus said to them, “Come and see!”  
They went and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day.  
It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.   
 
One of the two who heard John speak and followed Jesus was Andrew, Simon 
Peter’s brother.  The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother and say to 
him, “We have found the Messiah” (which translated means Anointed One or the 
Christ).  He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
son of John.  You are to be called Cephas (which is translated Peter). 
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The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee.  He found Philip and said to him, 
“Follow me.”  Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.  
Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found the one about whom 
Moses in the Law and the prophets wrote: “Jesus, son of Joseph, from Nazareth.”  
Nathanael said to him, “Nazareth?  Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”  
Philip said to him, “Come and see.”   
 
When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  Nathanael asked, “How do you know 
me?”  Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.”  
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are one born of God! You are the Servant Leader 
of Israel!”   
 
The Gospel of God.    
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 

 
 
Homily         Rev Dr André Branch 

 
 
Profession of Faith  
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. NOBEL PEACE PRIZE ACCEPTANCE SPEECH [edited] 

 

In lieu of our creed , we offer these words of MLK Jr which call us to lives of justice work. 

Presider:  "I accept this award today with an abiding faith in America and an audacious 
faith in the future of humankind.  

All: We shall overcome. 

 

RIGHT SIDE 
I refuse to accept despair as the final response to the ambiguities of history. 

I refuse to accept the idea that the "is-ness" of our present nature makes us morally 
incapable of reaching up for the eternal "ought-ness" that forever confronts us. 

I refuse to accept the idea that humans are mere flotsam and jetsam in the river of life, 
unable to influence the unfolding events which surround us. 

I refuse toaccept the view that we are so tragically bound to the starless midnight of 
racism and war that the bright daybreak of peace and kinship can never become a reality. 

I refuse to accept the cynical notion that nation after nation must spiral down a militaristic 
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stairway into the hell of nuclear annihilation. 

All: The truth shall make us free  
ONLINE 
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word in reality. 
This is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger than evil triumphant. 
 

I believe that even amid today's mortar bursts and whining bullets, there is still hope for a 
brighter tomorrow. 
 

I believe that wounded justice, lying prostrate on the blood-flowing streets of our nations, 
can be lifted from this dust of shame to reign supreme among our children. 

All: We’ll walk hand in hand 
LEFT SIDE 
I have the audacity to believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for 
their bodies, education and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality, and freedom for 
their spirits. 
 

I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, those who are other-centered 
can build up. 

I still believe that one day humankind will bow before the altars of God and be crowned 
triumphant over war and bloodshed, and nonviolent redemptive goodwill proclaimed the 
rule of the land.  

And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and every one shall sit under one's 
own vine and fig tree, and none shall be afraid. 

All: We shall live in peace  
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful 01-14-2024 
2nd Sunday in the Orderly Course of Time and Rev Dr Martin Luther King Jr Sunday 

 
“You called me?  Here I am.”  Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr answered that call, and it 
cost him nothing less than everything.  Let us be attentive to this prophetic voice of 
witness, and ask for justice and for everything else that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response:   You called me?  Here I am.        
All: You called me?  Here I am.         
 
That with Jesus and Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr we speak and work as forceful 
witnesses to God’s call to make a way out of no way … we pray … 
All: You called me?  Here I am.      
 
That with the prophet Samuel we might say from the heart, “Speak, Holy One.  Your 
servant is listening” … we pray …  
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All: You called me?  Here I am.              
 
That we devote ourselves to building bridges across the divides of political 
perspectives, race, gender, religion, culture, class, economic status, ability or disability, 
and all other aspects of human diversity … we pray …  
All: You called me?  Here I am.              
   
The Earth contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well as the 
blood of Jesus and of our contemporaries killed in war.  May this God-beloved Earth 
become for them and for us the garden of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: You called me?  Here I am.               
 
For those who claim the mantle of religion, and then use it to divide, to exclude, to 
terrorize, to kill … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: You called me?  Here I am.        

     
We also lift up all those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have 
gone home to the Holy One, and all the prayers here today that have remained 
unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…   
  (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: You called me?  Here I am.             

 
Concluding Prayer: [Presider] 

 
 
Offertory Song – “A Change is Gonna Come”  Sam Cooke, 1963 recording 

 
 

I was born by the river, in a little tent 
Oh, and just like the river I’ve been a running ever since 
It’s been a long, a long time coming 
But I know that change is gonna come.  Oh, yes it will. 
 
It’s been too hard living, but I am afraid to die 
‘Cause I don’t know what’s up there, beyond the sky 
It’s been a long, a long time coming 
But I know that change is gonna come.  Oh, yes it will. 
 
I go to the movie, and I go downtown. 
And somebody keep tellin’ me, “Don’t hang around.” 
It’s been a long, a long time coming 



 

11 

But I know that change is gonna come.  Oh, yes it will. 
 
Then I go to my brother, and I say, “Brother, help me please,” 
But he winds up knocking me back down on my knees, oh 
There been times that I thought I couldn’t last  
But now I think I’m able to carry on 
It’s been a long, a long time coming 
But I know that change is gonna come.  Oh, yes it will. 

 
 
 

Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the 
bread of life.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering helps us to welcome God and share with others more fully. 
     [R] We celebrate Your Presence in and among us. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
God dwells in you.  
[R] And also in You. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
[R] Hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise! 
 
Presider 
Holy One, You call us into a vision of a Beloved Community, centered on the belief that 
racism, sexism, misogyny, bigotry, patriarchy, white nationalism, white privilege, and all 
prejudice will be replaced by an all-inclusive spirit of kinship.  You call us to work for 
justice, to be mindful of all creation, to feed those who hunger at our door, to see no 
one left in need. We join with the angels and the saints from all peoples around the 
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world to sing our song of praise: 
 
Sanctus [Sung]                    Tompkins 
 
Wholly, wholly, holy God.  God of wonder God of awe. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!   
 
Voice 1 
God-in-all, how wonderful is your holy presence! We thank you for all throughout 
history who have affirmed Your loving presence and challenged Your people to give 
witness.   
 
Voice 2 
You call us from institutional halls of power, from shelters and the streets; from 
classrooms and pulpits; from gay bars and prison cells. You call us to be in solidarity 
with Christ who lives and loves on the margins. Fill us with the hunger to live as Jesus 
lived. 

Voice 3 
In your love for us, you took on flesh in Jesus. Believing it could transform the world, 
Jesus gave up his divine privilege, and chose a life of service and love. These acts define 
his greatness and our discipleship.  Help us transform our privilege into lives of service 
and love. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the 
body and blood of Jesus, enlivening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone 
can flourish and lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, 
said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and 
eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
[Pause] 
 



 

13 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, and gave 
the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. This is my life-blood, the 
Cup of Love. Do this in memory of me.”  

Presider 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: (Recited)   
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us. 
 
Voice 4 
Giver of Sacred Worth, may the gift of our lives become, for others, Your church; the 
living presence of Christ. Change us, that others might have hope.  Change us, that 
others might be valued. Change us, so that no one will have to stand before their 
oppressors alone. 
 
Voice 5 
Send Your Spirit sweeping through all human institutions. Transform our structures and 
traditions to create a world more responsive to Your vision of justice for all. Inspire 
religious and political leaders everywhere to embrace the challenges of these times, and 
to provide moral leadership where it is lacking.  
 
Voice 6 
You gather us around this table with Mary Magdalene, Martin, and all the saints. Touch 
those who experience that their lives don’t matter. Strengthen and comfort those treated 
with disrespect, who fear their lives will be discounted and discarded.  Strengthen and 
comfort all who suffer.  
 
Presider 
Bless those who have gone before us into cosmic splendor.  Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, 
and freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus 
through whom Your goodness flows: 
 
Through Christ, With Christ, In Christ,  
In the unity of Sophia Spirit, One God of all that is, 
May glory and honor be yours. 
 

 
Great Amen [Sung]         Tompkins 
We eat this bread; we drink this cup. 
We share as one body of Christ. 
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We give our thanks; we give our thanks. 
Amen, amen, amen! 
 
 
Prayer of Jesus      Lyrics Unknown/Music Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 
 

Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere.  
May Your kin-dom come. 
May Your heart’s desire, be done 
in us, by us, and through us.  
Give us the bread we need for each day.  
Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others.  
Keep us from all anxiety and fear.  
For You reign in the power of love,  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 

 
Lamb of God*            Tompkins 
 

*The in-person assembly will be singing “Jesus Christ” in place of the words “Lamb of God”. 
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Presider: Gifts of love for God’s beloved. 
We are called to become the Beloved Community.    
 
Presider:  This is God’s table, not ours.  All are truly welcome.  Christ is present with us 
whenever and wherever we are.  May all who share this communion be united in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song – “We Shall Overcome”       

 
We shall overcome 
We shall overcome 
We shall overcome, someday 
Oh, deep in my heart 
I know that I do believe 
We shall overcome, someday 
 
\We shall be alright 
We shall be alright 
We shall be alright, someday 
Oh, deep in my heart 
I know that I do believe 
We shall overcome, someday 
We shall live in peace 
We shall live in peace 
We shall live in peace, someday 
Oh, deep in my heart 
I know that I do believe 
We shall overcome, someday 
 
We are not afraid (oh Lord) 
We are not afraid (oh Lord) 
We are not afraid, today 
Oh, deep in my heart 
I know that I do believe 
We shall overcome, someday 
 
We shall overcome (oh Lord) 
We shall overcome (oh Lord) 
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We shall overcome, someday 
Oh, deep in my heart 
I know that I do believe 
We shall overcome, someday 
 
Prayer After Communion     
 
adapted from the African-American Lectionary.org 
 

As Jesus and the prophet Martin taught… Let us overcome racial hatred with love and 
truth. Let us overcome war, poverty, hunger, and suffering throughout our urban streets 
and lands abroad, by sharing the love of Jesus the Christ with our neighbors. For what 
does our God require of us, but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly 
with our God?  We pray…Amen. 
 
 
Closing Blessing     

 
 
Sending Forth 

This Mass has ended.  Let our service continue.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song – “Lift Every Voice and Sing”          Johnson                       
 “Lift Every Voice and Sing” is commonly referred to as the Black National Anthem. 
 
Lift ev’ry voice and sing, till earth and heaven ring, 
Ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list’ning skies,  
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is won. 
 
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by thy might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
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Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee, 
Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 
Shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land. 
 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today. 
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 
transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into 
this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, 

we support a full-time paid woman priest and a variety of social justice activities, 
giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back to the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive 

language. 
No copyright infringement is intended. 


