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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination       •Living the change we envision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Wise Women Also Came” 

collage by Jan Richardson, after her poem of the same title 
 
 
 

Feast of the Epiphany 
January 8, 2023 

 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
GONG 
 
Good evening.  
 
Whether you are joining us online or in person, welcome to Mary Magdalene the 
Apostle Catholic Community in San Diego, CA, on the land that the Kumeyaay people 
have tended for generations.  
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Tonight, we celebrate the Feast of the Epiphany.   
 
We’d like to welcome any visitors with us today.  For those on Zoom, please feel free to 
introduce yourselves on chat.  For those visitors in person, if you feel comfortable, we 
invite you to stand and introduce yourselves and tell us where you are from. 
 
[Pause for introductions] 
 
Welcome All. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are.  
 
For those of you joining us online, we invite you to join in our songs and communal 
responses in the worship aid located at mmacc.org.  Prayer requests may be offered in 
the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar with 
you to share in our communion.  After our liturgy concludes, we invite our online 
participants to join in breakout rooms for some social time.  
 
For those in person, communion will be shared in both forms: red wine and white grape 
juice. It will be provided in single-use individual containers.  Donations may be placed 
in the basket outside the chapel doors.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• We will celebrate Martin Luther King, Jr. on Sunday, January 14, 2023 at our 
regularly scheduled 5:00pm liturgy. Our guest homilist will be Dr. and Rev. Kamilah 
Hall Sharp.   Dr. Sharp has a Ph.D. in Hebrew Bible and is a Womanist Theologian. 
 
A native of St. Louis, Mo., Dr. Sharp currently resides in Dallas, Texas, with her  
spouse and daughter, where she is a founder and co-pastor of The Gathering:  A 
Womanist Church.  Worship at her church is both in person and online.  Dr. Kamilah 
also holds a BS in Business Economics and a Juris Doctor degree.   
 

• MMACC is planning to have a table at the All Peoples Breakfast on the Martin 
Luther King Holiday, January 16th.  If you are interested in attending, contact 
Suzie Knapp. 
 

• Our MMACC/GLC Book Club meets this Wednesday, January 11th.  The Zoom link is in 
the bulletin.  We will be discussing HAMNET by Maggie O’Farrell.   

 
• An email was sent out recently regarding our pastor search process. The CLC is 

seeking your feedback as we journey this uncharted path. If you have any 
trouble with the technology to read or reply to the email, contact Jen Bonakdar. 

 
• Please see our bulletin for other community happenings and information. 
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Let us pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our Liturgy.  
 
GONG 
 
 
Candle Lighting and Opening Song 
“O Come All Ye Faithful”        Traditional 
   
 
Opening Song – “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant.  O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
come and behold Love, born to choirs of angels; 
 
O come let us receive Love, O come, let us receive Love.   
O come, let us receive Love; come, receive. 
 
Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, sing, all ye citizens of heav’n to Love!  Glory to 
God, all glory in the highest; (R) 
 
Yes, Child, we greet thee, born this happy morning, Jesus, to thee be all glory giv’n; 
Wisdom of our God, now in flesh appearing. (R) 
 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
+In the Name of God… 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the Love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[R] And also with you. 
 
 
 
Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Everlasting One, when we do not witness to Your love in all Creation...  
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth. 
 
Word and Wisdom-made-flesh, when we do not watch for your birth in our world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth  
 
Sacred Spirit, when we do not wonder at Your mysterious presence within us, fearing to 
be Life for the world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth.   
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May God, whose peace is ours, forgive our reluctance to embrace the Great Mystery of 
Life, and empower us to be heralds of good news, especially in troubled times. Amen. 
 
Gloria [Ring Bells]  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
 

Angels we have heard on high,  
Singing sweetly o'er the plains,  
And the mountains in reply  
Echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 

See the babe in manger laid  
Jesus, child of heav’n and earth;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  
With us sing of Love’s new birth.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
 
 
Opening Prayer  
 
 
First Reading                        Isaiah 60:1-6, 11a 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah 
 
Arise! Shine out! Your light has come! 
The glory of God has risen, shining upon you! 
Lies cover the earth, truth is not to be found. 
People walk around unseeing, blind. 
But, cradled in a holy night, out of a nourishing darkness, 
the morning star is now rising on you! 
Over you, healing rays can be seen! 
Many people will come to your rising light, 
leaders to the promise of your dawn. 
 
Lift your eyes and look around: 
They all gather together, they all come to you! 
Your daughters and your sons will journey from afar 
with young children on the hip. 
Then, you will look and be radiant. 
Your heart will throb and swell with joy. 
 
The treasures of the sea will be brought to you too. 
Abundance from the land will be laid before you, in peace. 
A multitude of camels will come to you: 
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the young camels of Midian and Ephah, 
 all those form Sheba will come. 
They will carry gold and frankincense. 
They will proclaim the praise of God. 
 
Your gates will always be open to them. 
Day and night, they will not be closed. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM “How Beautiful”         Joe Wise 
 
How beautiful... on the mountaintop.... are the feet of those.... who bring Good News. 
 
How beautiful... on the city streets...  are the lips of those... who speak your peace. 
(Repeat)  
 
 
Second Reading   “The Birth of Christ”    Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
“The Birth of Christ” by Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
Without your simplicity, how could this 
have happened--what now shines in the dark of night? 
The God who thundered over the nations 
chooses to become mild, and through you enters the world. 
 
Were you expecting something greater? 
 
What is greatness? God moves straight through 
all measurements we know, dissolving them away. 
Even the path of a star is not like that. 
 
Behold: these Magi standing here are great 
and drag into your lap rare treasures 
that each believes to be the greatest. 
 
Perhaps you are astonished at their gifts. 
But look into the blanket in your arms, 
how the one swaddled there already surpasses all of them. 
 
Amber that is traded near and far, 
Golden ornaments and fragrant spice 
Hanging heavy in the air,  
senses swimming, but for a moment; 
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these are quickly fading pleasures 
and leave behind a vague regret. 
 
The gift the child brings--as you will see--is joy. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                      Celtic Alleluia 
 
Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia. x2   
 
 
Gospel           Matthew 2:1-12 
 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O God. 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea during the reign of Herod, Magi from the 
East arrived in Jerusalem asking, “Where is the newborn leader of the Judeans?  We 
observed the child’s star at its rising and have come to pay homage.”  When Herod 
heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him.  Calling together all the head 
priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.  
They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for this has been written by the prophet: 
 
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a leader 
who is to shepherd my people, Israel. 
 
Herod secretly called for the Magi.  He learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared.  He sent them along to Bethlehem, saying, “Go! Search diligently for the 
child!  When you have found the newborn, bring me word so that I may also go and pay 
homage.”  Upon hearing these words of Herod, they set out, and there, ahead of them, 
went the star they had seen at its rising until it stopped over the place where the child 
was.  When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy.  On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary, the mother, and they knelt down and 
paid homage.  Opening their treasure chests, they offered gifts of gold, frankincense, 
and myrrh.  Then, having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed 
for their country by a different way. 
 
The Gospel of God.     
Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 
 
Homily         
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Prayers of the Faithful, Epiphany, 01-08-2023  
 
Even the rulers and wisdom-bearers of the world have acknowledged the message of 
God-with-us and honored Him with their distinctive treasures.   God has taken on 
humanity, and we are called to take on divinity.  Let us acknowledge the Mystery, and 
ask for everything that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response:   God is with us, now and forever.    
All: God is with us, now and forever.       
 
That like the Magi, we be willing to take an alternate route when the signs of the times 
call us to it … we pray …  
All: God is with us, now and forever.          
 
That our lives show forth our God-intoxication like the lasting beauty of gold and the 
bittersweet scent of frankincense and myrrh … we pray …  
All: God is with us, now and forever.          
 
That we be as willing as the Magi to open our treasures to the Anointed One, manifest 
in all the members of the Body of Christ … we pray …  
All: God is with us, now and forever.          
   
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as 
well as the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the 
garden of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: God is with us, now and forever.    
 
 That we devote our lives to embracing the manifestations of God in every human 
person, and in all the mysteries of the immense diversity of the cosmos … we pray as 
Jesus said we should …  
All: God is with us, now and forever.    
 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-birthed 
community of epiphany and new clarity of vision.  We remember the universal needs of 
all living beings, surrounded by war, injustice, and soul-searing violence of many other 
kinds. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  
[All who wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or 
digital hand and you will be called on in turn, or type your prayer in the 
chat and these will be read aloud.]  
 
[After each petition:] 
All: God is with us, now and forever.    
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[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have gone 
home to God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the 
silence of our hearts…   
  (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: God is with us, now and forever.    
 
	
Concluding Prayer: [Presider] 
 
 
Offertory Song – “O Little Town of Bethlehem”       
 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by; 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light: 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 
 
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love. 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth! 
And sing to God who brings great love and peace to all the earth. 
 
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is giv’n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of all heav’n. 
No ear may hear God’s coming, but in this world of pain, 
Where humble souls receive God still, the Christ enters again. 
 
O holy Child of Bethlehem!  Be with us now, we pray; 
Make room in us and enter in; be born in us today. 
We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our God, Emmanuel! 
 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the 
bread of life.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering helps us comprehend more fully the depth and reaches of Your 
love.   

     [R] We celebrate Your Presence in and among us. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  
[R] And also in You. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
[R] We open our hearts to God and to one another.  

 
Let us give thanks for God-with-us! 

(Sung) 
O, star of wonder, star of night; star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
Presider 
God-made-flesh, we give You thanks.  In the holy darkness of night, Your light is born.  
You have drawn near to us; draw us near to You.  Accept our gifts as You accepted the 
gifts of the Magi.  Release in us, as you released in them, the joy of this holy birth.   

 
Voice 1  
Help us to see Your world anew. Reveal Your love in us and in all creation. Having been 
embraced by Your nurturing darkness and having followed Your star, with the Magi we 
now walk into the light of Your love as we join with all creation in unending praise: 
 
 
Sanctus [Sung]           

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
Voice 2 
Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth.  In Jesus, we see the fullness of human 
possibility.  In Jesus, we see You, Your Creative Word, and Your Breath of Life come to 
expression in human form.  In Jesus, hope is born. 
 
Voice 1 
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We acknowledge Your birth in this child, born to Mary and Joseph, in Bethlehem of 
Judea.  As the Magi bear witness, we know this birth is a sign to us and to all the world 
of Your sacred presence in humanity and all creation, calling us to kinship and peace. 
 
Voice 2 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us 
and through us.  Jesus fed his disciples Your bread of Life that they might be life for the 
world.  Feed us, your disciples gathered this holy night, that we may become life for the 
world.  

(Sung) 

O, star of wonder, star of night; star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, 

guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

Presider 
And so, Holy Love, we praise You through Jesus.  We recognize Your Spirit alive and at 
work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies 
and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now 
fulfill Your command of love.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: 
“Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, 
and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 
This is my life-blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in 
memory of me.”  
 
Presider 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: (Sung)   
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
has come to You, O people of God! 
 
Voice 1 
Remember Your people everywhere throughout the world, and Your people gathered 
here. Remember all who seek You. Remember all who have died and are now in Your 
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cosmic embrace.  In Your goodness, may we experience Your life-giving presence in the 
company of all Your holy ones.  
 
Presider 
On this joyous night, we wonder at the mystery that, as You were born in Jesus, You are 
born in us. We open ourselves to allow Your Spirit of generous love, expressed in Jesus, 
to enter our lives.  Together with Mary, Joseph, Mary Magdalene, and all the saints, and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows, we proclaim Your glory.   
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold.   
With Christ, may all creation be one.  
In Christ, may all divisions be healed. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
 
Great Amen 

(Sung) 
O, star of wonder, star of night; star with royal beauty bright, 

Westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 

 
 
Prayer of Jesus      Lyrics Unknown/Music Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join 
us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version: 
        
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere.  
May Your kin-dom come. 
May Your heart’s desire, be done 
in us, by us, and through us.  
Give us the bread we need for each day.  
Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others.  
Keep us from all anxiety and fear.  
For You reign in the power of love,  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God – “What Child is This?”        
 
What child is this who laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping. 
This, this is Christ the One whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 
 
Presider: Gifts of love for God’s holy people. 
We are called to bring Love to birth.    
 
Presider: This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present 
with us whenever and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song – “Magi from…”     Traditional, “We Three Kings” 
 
Magi, from the East we are; bearing gifts we traverse afar. 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star. 
 
O, star of wonder, star of night; star with royal beauty bright, 
Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light. 
 
Born to rule on Bethlehem’s plain; gold I bring to welcome this reign. 
Ruler ever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  (R) 
 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a Deity nigh. 
Prayer and praising, voices raising, we worship you God on high. (R) 
 
Myrrh is mine, its bitter perfume; breathes a life of gathering gloom. 
Sorr’wing, sighing, bleeding, dying, sealed in the stone-cold tomb. (R) 
 
Glorious now Messiah does rise, Holy, You make justice your cry; 
Alleluia, alleluia!  Sounds thru the earth and sky.  (R) 
 
 
Prayer After Communion     
 
 
Closing Blessing     
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Sending Forth 
The Christmas season has ended. Ordinary Time is begun. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song – “Go Tell it on the Mountain”                              
 
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and ev’rywhere;  
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born. 
 
While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night,  
behold, through-out the heavens there shone a starry light.  (R) 
  
The shepherds feared and trembled when high above the earth,  
rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Christ Child’s birth.  (R)  
 
And lo, when they had heard it, they all bowed down and prayed; 
They traveled on together to where the Babe was laid.  (R) 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 

transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into 
this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, 

we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 
percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive 

language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  


