
 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 

•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination       •Living the change we envision 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
       
       “Navajo Velvet” by RC Gorman, Native American artist of the Navajo Nation 

 
 
 

Solemnity of Mary~ World Peace  
Liturgy on New Year’s Day, January 1, 2023 

 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
GONG 
 
Good evening.  
 
Whether you are joining us online or in person, welcome to Mary Magdalene the 
Apostle Catholic Community in San Diego, CA, on the land that the Kumeyaay people 
have tended for generations.  
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Tonight, we celebrate the Christmas.   
 
We’d like to welcome any visitors with us today.  For those on Zoom, please feel free to 
introduce yourselves on chat.  For those visitors in person, if you feel comfortable, we 
invite you to stand and introduce yourselves and tell us where you are from. 
 
[Pause for introductions] 
 
Welcome All. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are.  
 
For those of you joining us online, we invite you to join in our songs and communal 
responses in the worship aid located at mmacc.org.  Prayer requests may be offered in 
the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar with 
you to share in our communion.  After our liturgy concludes, we invite our online 
participants to join in breakout rooms for some social time.  
 
For those in person, communion will be shared in both forms: red wine and white grape 
juice. It will be provided in single-use individual containers.  Donations may be placed 
in the basket outside the chapel doors.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• MMACC is planning to have a table at the All Peoples Breakfast on the Martin 
Luther King Holiday, January 16th.  If you are interested in attending, contact 
Suzie Knapp. 

 
• An email was sent out recently regarding our pastor search process. The CLC is 

seeking your feedback as we journey this uncharted path. If you have any 
trouble with the technology to read or reply to the email, contact Jen Bonakdar. 

 
• Our Christmas Project with Corazon de Vida's Ebenezer Orphanage was a total 

success. Thank you all so very much. What generous and compassionate 
members we have in our blessed community. 

 
• The Liturgy Committee meets this Wednesday, Jan 4.  The Zoom link can be 

found in our bulletin. 
 

• Please see our bulletin for other community happenings and information. 
 
Let us pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our Liturgy.  
 
GONG 
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Candle Lighting and Opening Song 
“O Holy Night”      Cappeau/Adam/Dwight, adapted 
   
 
O holy night the stars are brightly shining, it is the night of the dear Baby’s birth.  
Long lay the world in pain and suffering pining,  
‘Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth.  
A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices,  
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine!  
O night when Christ was born! O night, Divine, Oh night, O night divine! 
 
True, Je-sus taught us to love one another; his law is Love and the gospel is Peace; 
Chains shall be broke, for Christ has made us kindred,  
and in God’s Name, all oppression shall cease.  
Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we;  
Let all within us praise the holy name! 
Fall on your knees! O hear the angel voices! O night divine,  
O night when Christ was born! O night, divine, O night, O night divine. 
O, holy night, O holy night. 
 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
+In the Name of God… 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the Love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[R] And also with you. 
 
 
 
Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Everlasting One, when we do not witness to Your love in all Creation...  
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth. 
 
Word and Wisdom-made-flesh, when we do not watch for your birth in our world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth  
 
Sacred Spirit, when we do not wonder at Your mysterious presence within us, fearing to 
be Life for the world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth.   
 
May God, whose peace is ours, forgive our reluctance to embrace the Great Mystery of 
Life, and empower us to be heralds of good news, especially in troubled times. Amen. 
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Gloria [Ring Bells]  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
 

Angels we have heard on high,  
Singing sweetly o'er the plains,  
And the mountains in reply  
Echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 

See the babe in manger laid  
Jesus, child of heav’n and earth;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  
With us sing of Love’s new birth.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
Holy Love, Today, we thank for the gift of Mary.  We honor, and take comfort in, the 
wild breadth of her experiences this season:  We remember her fear, uncertainty, 
questioning, and worry.  We remember her joy, wonder, love, and peace.  As we listen 
anew to the angels, and to the witness of Mary herself, help us to ponder and treasure 
all things in our hearts.  Make us like Mary, bringing love to birth.  We pray… 
 
 
First Reading                        Numbers 6:22-27 
 
A Reading from the Book of Numbers 
 
God spoke to Moses and said, Speak to Aaron, Elisheba and their children and say:  
“This is how you will bless the Israelites: You will say, 
 
May God bless you and keep you. 
May God’s face shine upon you,  
and be gracious unto you. 
May God’s face be lifted up to you,  
and grant you peace.’ 
 
In this way, they will invoke my Name upon the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM “How Beautiful”         Joe Wise 
 
How beautiful... on the mountaintop.... are the feet of those.... who bring Good News. 
 
How beautiful... on the city streets...  are the lips of those... who speak your peace. 
(Repeat)  
 
 
 
Second Reading             Colossians 3:12-17 
 
As God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness, and patience.  Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 
against another, forgive each other.  Just as God has forgiven you, so you also must forgive.  
Over all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony.   
 
Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, the peace to which you were called as members of a 
single body.  And be thankful.   
 
Let the word of God dwell in you richly. Advise one another with wisdom.  
 
With gratitude in your hearts, sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God!  Whatever you 
do, in word or deed, do everything in the Name of Jesus the Christ, giving thanks through 
Jesus to our Loving God, Creator of all. 
 
The Word of a follower of Paul. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation                      Celtic Alleluia 
 
Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia. x2   
 
 
Gospel           Luke 2:13-19 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O God. 
 
A multitude of the heavenly host appeared to the shepherds and sang: 
  
Glory to God in the highest, 
and on Earth, peace among people of goodwill. 
 
When the angels in the heavens departed from the shepherds, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let’s go, then, to Bethlehem to see this thing that has taken place, which God 
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has made known to us.”  They went in haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the infant 
lying in a manger.  When they saw this, they shared the message they had received from 
the angels about the child.  All who heard it marveled at what the shepherds told them.  
But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.  
 
The Good News of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Homily -Nancy          
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful, 01-01-2023  
Solemnity of Mary~World Peace-New Year’s Day  
	
 
We begin this new year honoring Mary as the mother of the Divine One among us.  God has 
taken on humanity, so that we may take on divinity.   Let us, together with Mary, ask God to 
turn the hearts of the leaders of nations to world peace, and for everything else that we and all 
creation need. 
 
Our response:   Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.       
 
That God, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, bless us and keep us, be gracious to us, and 
give us sorely needed peace in this new year … we pray …  
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.         
 
That with Mary we treasure the Christmas message of God-with-us and ponder it in our hearts 
… we pray …  
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.         
 
That throughout this new year we clothe ourselves with compassion, love, and peace, singing 
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to the Holy One … we pray …  
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.         
   
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well as 
the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden of 
resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
 That at this time of special celebration and feasting, we hold close in our hearts those of us for 
whom this season brings a sense of loss and emptiness … for them and with them we pray as 
Jesus said we should …  
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-led community 
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of longing for peace.  We remember the universal needs of all living beings, surrounded by war, 
injustice, and soul-searing violence of many other kinds. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  All who 
wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or digital hand and you will be called 
on in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and these will be read aloud.  
 
[After each petition:] 
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, especially those for whom 
this season feels barren and lonely, those who have gone home to God, and all the prayers here 
today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…   
  (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community prayer 
book   . . . we pray … 
All: Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray with us.   
	
Concluding Prayer: [Presider] 
 
 
Offertory Song – “A Christmas Allelulia”           Tomlin 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus healer of the world, Christ has come. 
Alleluia, alleluia! To the holy name of all Alleluia! 
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus the healer of the world, Christ has come. 
Alleluia, alleluia! To the holy name of all Alleluia! 
 
The heavens roars, the angels sing, all glory to our creator!  
O night divine forevermore, alleluia! 
The heavens roars, the angels sing, all glory to our creator!  
O night divine forevermore, alleluia! 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! Jesus healer of the world, Christ has come. 
Alleluia, alleluia! To the holy name of all Alleluia! 
You’re the holy name of all; alleluia! 
 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the 
bread of life.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering helps us comprehend more fully the depth and reaches of Your 
love.   

     [R] We celebrate Your Presence in and among us. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Holy Presence,  
In this meal, we remember Mary, that Jesus was her flesh and blood.  In this meal, we 
become Jesus’ flesh and blood.  May our sharing this bread and wine connect us with 
Mary and all our ancient forebears in faith, who have broken bread together at the 
precipice of a new journey into a new way of being.  May You, O God, who makes all 
things new, make this meal a new source of strength for us today, companions on the 
journey.  May it remind us that You are with us along our roads ahead, we pray… 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  
[R] And also in You. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
[R] We open our hearts to God and to one another.  

 
Let us give thanks for God-with-us!   

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Presider 
God-made-flesh, we give You thanks.  In the holy darkness of this night, Your light is 
born.  You have drawn near to us; draw us into You.  Release in us the joy of this Holy 
Night.   

 
Voice 1  
Help us to see Your world anew.  Reveal Your love in us and in all creation.  Having 
been embraced by Your nurturing darkness, we walk into the light of Your love as we 
join with all creation in unending praise: 
 
 
Sanctus [Sung]           

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
 
 
Voice 2 
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Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth.  In Jesus, we see the fullness of human 
possibility.  In Jesus, we see You, Your Creative Word, and Your Breath of Life come to 
expression in human form.  In Jesus, hope is born. 
 
Voice 3 
We acknowledge Your birth in this child, born to Mary and Joseph, in Bethlehem of 
Judea.  We know this birth is a sign to us and to all the world of Your sacred presence in 
humanity and all creation, calling us to kinship and peace. 
 
Voice 1 
We give thanks for Jesus, Your Divine Wisdom, who reveals the sacred in the ordinary: 
in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people and neighbors 
to one another. 
Voice 2 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us 
and through us.  Jesus fed his disciples Your bread of Life that they might be life for the 
world.  Feed us, your disciples gathered this holy night, that we may become life for the 
world.  

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

Presider 
And so, Holy Love, we praise You through Jesus.  We recognize Your Spirit alive and at 
work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies 
and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now 
fulfill Your command of love.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: 
“Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, 
and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 
This is my life-blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in 
memory of me.”  
 
Presider 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: (Sung)   
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
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has come to You, O people of God! 
 
Voice 3 
Remember Your people everywhere throughout the world, and Your people gathered 
here. Remember all who seek You. Remember all who have died and are now in Your 
cosmic embrace.  In Your goodness, may we experience Your life-giving presence in the 
company of all Your holy ones.  
 
Presider 
On this joyous night, we wonder at the mystery that, as You were born in Jesus, You are 
born in us. We open ourselves to allow Your Spirit of generous love, expressed in Jesus, 
to enter our lives.  Together with Mary, Joseph, Mary Magdalene, and all the saints, and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows, we proclaim Your glory.   
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold.   
With Christ, may all creation be one.  
In Christ, may all divisions be healed. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
 
Great Amen 

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
 
Prayer of Jesus      Lyrics Unknown/Music Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join 
us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version: 
        
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere.  
May Your kin-dom come. 
May Your heart’s desire, be done 
in us, by us, and through us.  
Give us the bread we need for each day.  
Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others.  
Keep us from all anxiety and fear.  
For You reign in the power of love,  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
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May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God – “What Child is This?”        
 
What child is this who laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping. 
This, this is Christ the One whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 
 
Presider: Gifts of love for God’s holy people. 
We are called to bring Love to birth.    
 
Presider: This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present 
with us whenever and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song – “Hail, Holy Maria”   Music - Lee, Lyrics - Via 
 
Holy Mary, Source of Love, O Maria! O grace incarnate, Blessed of God, O Maria! Cosmic 
Mother, servant true, birthing bold you do not rue, first among the saints are you.  Salve, 
salve, salve Maria! 
  
Hail, holy Mary, Wisdom seen, O Maria!  Despite convention, you proceed, O Maria! 
Powerful and rich decrease; lowly, humble shall God release; compassion, justice will bring 
peace: Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
  
Hail, holy Mary, face of Love, O Maria!  Fill our hearts with holy love, O Maria!  
You define our integrity; call us to fidelity; bless with hope’s posterity.   
Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
  
Hail, holy Mary, truth and grace, O Maria! Sophia, justice you embrace, O Maria!  
Faithful model, disciple true, prophet of God’s word anew; love and joy you imbue:  
Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
 
Communion Meditation Poem: “Fear Not”    Lynn Ungar 
 
 
And, lo, the angel of God came upon them, and the glory of God shone round about 
them: and they were sore afraid.  And the angel said unto them, Fear not…. 
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Which is maybe a silly thing 
for a creature made of wings and eyes 
to say to a couple of schmoes 
who were just hanging out with their sheep 
until the heavens cracked open. 
Who wouldn’t be afraid? 
And who stops being afraid because 
someone tells you? 
And yet, “Fear not” is the thing 
that angels say. Apparently. 
An angel says it to Mary. And to Joseph. 
“Fear not.” As if that would undo 
the panic of the moment, let alone 
all the hardship to come. 
The story never says 
if Mary or Joseph or the shepherds 
were comforted by these fear-denying angels. 
Likely not. But all of them moved forward, 
did the next thing that was to be done, 
which is about all you can ask. 
And maybe when the word came from Herod 
about smiting babies and they had to run— 
maybe when all the daily terrors of life descend— 
it could be good to have the angelic voices 
whispering “fear not” all down the long road, 
and reminding you about the tidings of great joy. 
 
 
Prayer After Communion      
 
Holy One, we thank you for the gift of Mary who brought love to birth in her time and 
place. May she grant us the strength and grace to bring love to birth in our time and 
place.  As we enter this new year, may we hear the angels speaking to us as the angels 
spoke to Mary and the Shepherds: “fear not”.  May we carry with us this season’s 
tidings of great joy throughout the days ahead.  We pray in the name of Mary, Jesus, 
and all your holy people through time…   
 
Closing Blessing     
 
May God always bless us and keep us. 
May God’s face always shine upon us. 
May God look upon us with kindness, 
And fill our hearts with peace. 
 
Sending Forth 
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This Mass has ended. Christmas continues. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song – “Hymn of Joy”                               
 
Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee. God of glory, God of love. 
Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Your love has come here to dwell. 
 
All Thy works with joy surround Thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays.  
Stars and angels sing around Thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flow’ry meadow, flashing sea 
Singing bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in Thee. 
 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Your love has come here to dwell. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel. 
Your love has come here to dwell. 
 
Mortals join the happy chorus, which the morning stars began. 
Our God’s love is reigning o’er us, kinship love binds hand to hand. 
Ever singing march we onward, victors in the midst of strife. 
Joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of lif 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 

transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into 
this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, 

we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 
percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive 

language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  


