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       “Family Picture” by Emmanuel Garibay  

 
 

Christmas Eve  
December 24, 2022 

 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
GONG 
 
Good evening.  
 
Whether you are joining us online or in person, welcome to Mary Magdalene the 
Apostle Catholic Community in San Diego, CA, on the land that the Kumeyaay people 
have tended for generations.  
 
Tonight, we celebrate the Christmas.   
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We’d like to welcome any visitors with us today.  For those on Zoom, please feel free to 
introduce yourselves on chat.  For those visitors in person, if you feel comfortable, we 
invite you to stand and introduce yourselves and tell us where you are from. 
 
[Pause for introductions] 
 
Welcome All. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are.  
 
For those of you joining us online, we invite you to join in our songs and communal 
responses in the worship aid located at mmacc.org.  Prayer requests may be offered in 
the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar with 
you to share in our communion.  After our liturgy concludes, we invite our online 
participants to join in breakout rooms for some social time.  
 
For those in person, communion will be shared in both forms: red wine and white grape 
juice. It will be provided in single-use individual containers.  Donations may be placed 
in the basket outside the chapel doors.  
 
COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• A celebratory reception will be held in The Garden Room following this 
Christmas Eve Liturgy. Please join us for this joyful time to be together. 
 

• Our New Year’s Liturgy will be on Sunday, January 1st at 5pm.   
 

• MMACC is planning to have a table at the All Peoples Breakfast on the Martin 
Luther King Holiday, January 16th.  If you are interested in attending, contact 
Suzie Knapp. 

 
• An email was sent out last weekend regarding our pastor search process. The 

CLC is seeking your feedback as we journey this uncharted path. If you have 
any trouble with the technology to read or reply to the email, contact Jen 
Bonakdar. 

 
• Please see our bulletin for other community happenings and information. 

 
Let us pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our Liturgy.  
 
GONG 
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Opening Christmas Carols 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing               Wesley 
  
Hark! The herald angels sing, glor-i-ous the joy they bring. 
Peace on earth, and blessings bold, Prophets’ voices had foretold. 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! The herald angels sing, Glor-i-ous the joy they bring. 
  
Christ, by cosmic reaches sung:  Christ, the everlasting One. 
Late in time behold is come, Offspring of a mother’s womb: 
Holy flesh our God we see, sacred in humanity. 
Pleased as we together dwell; Jesus, our Emmanuel. 
Hark! The herald angels sing, glor-i-ous the joy they bring. 
  
Christ does in a manger lay, hope is born this holy day. 
Born to give new life to all, living Love, our sacred call; 
Offers peace to ev’ry nation, light and life to all Creation. 
Hail the sun of righteousness!  Hail the herald Voice of Peace! 
Hark! The herald angels sing, glor-i-ous the joy they bring. 
 
What Child is This?       Traditional  
  
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  
This, this is Christ the One whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary. 
  
Why lies one in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?   
Good Christian, hear, for God is near, the silent Word is pleading.  (R) 
  
Bring gifts of incense, gold, and myrrh, come peasant, rich in homage;  
Our God made known, creation sings, let loving hearts give glory.  (R) 
 
 
  
Candle Lighting and Christmas Proclamation    
   
Lighting of the Advent Candles (in silence) 
 
Christmas Proclamation 
The Roman Catholic Christmas Proclamation is traditionally proclaimed at the beginning of the Christmas 
liturgy and summarizes faith history from Creation to the birth of Jesus.  MMACC uses this contemporary 
version. 
 
A CHRISTMAS PROCLAMATION 
Prelude before Mass 
 



 4 

From the Creation of the World to the Birth of Jesus 
 
From the creation of the world, when in the beginning God created the universe,  
13.7 billion years; 
From the formation of the first galaxies, 
10 billion years; 
From the formation of our galaxy, sun and solar system, 
5 billion years; 
From the formation of the planet Earth, 
4.6 billion years; 
From the origin of life on Earth, the first living single-celled organism,  
3.5 billion years; 
From the time of Earth’s land, continental crusts, stabilizing, 2.5 billion years; 
From the first ice age,  
2.3 billion years; 
From the bursting birth of sea life and fish in the ocean,  
550 million years; 
From the first plants and vegetation on land,  
500 million years; 
From the age of the dinosaurs,  
230 million years; 
From the springing of first flowers and the birth of bees, 
130 million years; 
From the age of the first apes and monkeys,  
35 million years; 
From the age of the first hominids, 
6 million years. 
From the time of homo habilis and tool-making, 
2.4 million years; 
From the time of Homo erectus and control of fire, 
1 million years; 
From the time of Homo sapiens, 
300,000 years; 
From the time of the first female from whom all human DNA can be traced,  
160,000 years; 
From the time of language, 
50,000 years; 
From the last ice age,  
12,000 years; 
From the time of the first cities,  
10,000 years; 
From the invention of phonetic writing,  
3,500 years; 
From the flourishing of civilization in Egypt,  
3,000 years; 
From the time of Abraham, Sarah, and Hagar,  
1,925 years; 
From the time of Moses, Miriam, and Aaron, the time when the Hebrews were called out of 
Egypt into the desert,  
1,280 years; 
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From the time of the prophetess Deborah, in pre-monarchic Israel, 
1,100 years 
From the anointing of the House of David and Bathsheba, 
1,011 years; 
From the time of the prophets Amos, Hosea and Isaiah, 
750 years; 
From the time of the poet Homer,  
700 years; 
From the time of Socrates, Plato and Aristotle,  
400 years; 
From the Maccabean Revolt, 
150 years; 
From the installation of Herod the Great as Rome’s client-King over Judea, 
40 years; 
 
During the 194th Olympiad, in the year 752 since the founding of the city of Rome, in the 42nd 
year of the empire of Octavian Augustus, when the Roman world was at peace,  
Jesus is born in Bethlehem of Judah,  
to a woman named Mary. 
 
The Nativity of God. 
 
 
Lighting of the Christ Candle  
 
 
Opening Song – “The First Nowell”        Wade 
 
The first Nowell, the angel did say, was to certain poor shepherds in field as they lay; In 
fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell; born the Messiah, Imman-u-el. 
  
They looked up and saw a star shining in the east beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light and so it continued both day and night.(R)  
 
And by the light of that same star, the Magi came from country far; To seek for a child 
was their intent, and to follow the star wherever it went. (R) 
  
This star drew nigh to the northwest, O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; And there it both 
stop and stay right over the place where Jesus lay.  (R) 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
+In the Name of God… 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the Love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[R] And also with you. 
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Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Everlasting One, when we do not witness to Your love in all Creation...  
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth. 
 
Word and Wisdom-made-flesh, when we do not watch for your birth in our world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth  
 
Sacred Spirit, when we do not wonder at Your mysterious presence within us, fearing to 
be Life for the world... 
[R] Help us to bring Love to birth.   
 
May God, whose peace is ours, forgive our reluctance to embrace the Great Mystery of 
Life, and empower us to be heralds of good news, especially in troubled times. Amen. 
 
Gloria [Ring Bells]  “Angels We Have Heard on High” 
 
 

Angels we have heard on high,  
Singing sweetly o'er the plains,  
And the mountains in reply  
Echoing their joyous strains.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 

See the babe in manger laid  
Jesus, child of heav’n and earth;  
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,  
With us sing of Love’s new birth.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading                      Isaiah 57:14-15,18b, 19 + 52:7-9 
 
And I say: 
“Build up! Build up! Prepare the way! 
Remove every obstacle from my people’s way!” 
 
I am the high and heavenly One, 
    the One who dwells forever, whose Name is holy. 
I dwell in the cosmos, in the holy places among the stars. 
I dwell, equally, with the contrite and lowly of spirit 
to revive the spirit of the lowly. 
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to revive the heart of the crushed. 
I will lead them and restore full comfort to them 
 and to those who mourn for them. 
I will create words of comfort: 
“Peace! Peace to those who are far. 
Peace! Peace to those who are near. 
I will heal them all.” 
 
How beautiful upon the mountains 
are the feet of those who bring good news, 
proclaiming peace, bringing good tidings, 
announcing restoration and healing,  
telling us, “God is Here!” 
 
Listen!  Your sentinels raise a cry, 
 together they shout for joy! 
For they see, directly before their eyes, 
 the coming of God. 
 
Break out together in song, O ruins! 
For God comes with comfort and healing; 
 God comes with joy. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM  – “How Beautiful”        Joe Wise 
 
How beautiful... on the mountaintop.... are the feet of those.... who bring Good News. 
 
How beautiful... on the city streets...  are the lips of those... who speak your peace. 
(Repeat)  
 
 
 
Second Reading – “Christmas”          Lynn Ungar 
It was all so complicated: 
The questionable parentage, 
the awkward journey, 
the not knowing where you will sleep, 
or when the baby will come, 
or what his life will look like— 
even what the world will be like 
when he is grown. 
Life is usually that complicated. 
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It was all so simple: 
Keep walking. Stop when you can. 
Breathe. Through the pain, breathe. 
Hold him. Feed him. Keep him warm. 
Cradle his head in the palm of your hand. 
These are things we all know. 

It was, it is, so complicated 
and so simple: 
Love what does not belong to you. 
Love what will be broken. 
Love what mystifies you. 
Love what scares you. 

Love the aching flesh 
no more and no less than 
the brilliant star. 
Love what will die 
and what will be born again 
and die again 
and be born again 
in love. 

Gospel Acclamation                      Celtic Alleluia 
 
Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia, Alleuia. x2   
 
 
Gospel           Matthew 1:18-25 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew 
 Glory to you, O God. 
 
This is how the birth of Jesus the Christ came about:   
 
When Jesus’ mother, Mary, was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came 
together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit.  Joseph was a 
righteous man.  Not wanting to expose Mary to disgrace, he had in mind to divorce her 
quietly. 
 
Directly after Joseph had decided this, an angel of God appeared to him in a dream and 
said, “Joseph, descendent of David and Bathsheba, do not be afraid to go forward with 
your marriage to Mary.  The child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.  She will give 
birth and give the child the name, ‘Jesus’, which means God delivers us; for Jesus 
will deliver God's people from fear and despair.” 
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All this happened to fulfill what God had said through the prophet: “The young woman 
will be with child, and will give birth, and the child will be named ‘Immanuel’” –which 
means God with us. 
 
When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of God had directed: Joseph and Mary got 
married.  They went home, together, as husband and wife.  They had no union 
until after she gave birth.  When Mary gave birth, they named the child Jesus. 
 
The Birth of Jesus.  
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily - Suzie          
 
 
Prayers of the Faithful –  Christmas Vigil 12-24-2022  
	
This night is alive with light in darkness, with the music of the cosmos, with the living promise 
of peace and justice.  God has taken on humanity, so that we may take on divinity.   With all the 
hosts of heaven, and with our ancestors in faith, let us praise God-with-us and ask for all that 
we and all creation need. 
 
Our response:   Good is the flesh that the Word has become.   
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.       
 
That we reaffirm our solidarity in love and service with those who are impoverished and 
broken enough to welcome God in the most unlikely faces and places … we pray …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.         
 
That all leaders of churches and nations be set afire with new passion to end division and to 
build peace and justice for God’s people and God’s planet … we pray …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.         
 
In thanksgiving for the invitation to trust and rest in God’s fruitful darkness, as well as sing and 
dance in God’s dazzling light, all the days of our life … we pray …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.         
   
That we become ever more deeply attuned to your angel messengers, and to your Message in 
flesh, the Chosen and Anointed one … we pray …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.         
  
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well as 
the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden of 
resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.   
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 That at this time of special celebration and feasting, we hold close in our hearts those of us for 
whom this season brings a sense of loss and emptiness … for them and with them we pray as 
Jesus said we should …  
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.   
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-led community 
of God-with-us.  We remember the universal needs of all living beings, surrounded by war, 
injustice, and soul-searing violence of many other kinds. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  All who 
wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or digital hand and you will be called 
on in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and these will be read aloud.  
 
[After each petition:] 
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.   
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, especially those for whom 
this season feels barren and lonely, those who have gone home to God, and all the prayers here 
today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…   
  (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community prayer 
book   . . . we pray … 
All: Good is the flesh that the Word has become.   
	
Concluding Prayer: [Presider] 
 
 
Offertory Song – “Gift of Love”             Trupia 
 
Gift of love, dawning bright, pierces through endless night:   
God of life, sharing might, all creation holding, earth and sky enfolding. 
 
Gift of love, love, love.  Gift of love, love, love. 
Glory be, God, to You, God of  life and mercy. 
 
Then God spoke, called us nigh: “Choose to live or to die.”  
Love to give or deny, life and love now blending; Love is life unending.  (R) 
 
Jesus came on the earth, Gift of love, humble birth;  
Shared our life, gave us worth; calling forth, inviting, spirit now uniting.  (R) 
 
‘Twas for love Jesus died; gath’ringall, arms spread wide; Love so great,  
is our guide! Beams of love he lifted, and with life was gifted.  (R) 
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Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the 
bread of life.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.  

     [R] Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering helps us comprehend more fully the depth and reaches of Your 
love.   

     [R] We celebrate Your Presence in and among us. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  
[R] And also in You. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
[R] We open our hearts to God and to one another.  

 
Let us give thanks for God-with-us!   

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

Presider 
God-made-flesh, we give You thanks.  In the holy darkness of this night, Your light is 
born.  You have drawn near to us; draw us into You.  Release in us the joy of this Holy 
Night.   

 
Voice 1  
Help us to see Your world anew.  Reveal Your love in us and in all creation.  Having 
been embraced by Your nurturing darkness, we walk into the light of Your love as we 
join with all creation in unending praise: 
 
 
Sanctus [Sung]           

Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo. 
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Voice 2 
Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth.  In Jesus, we see the fullness of human 
possibility.  In Jesus, we see You, Your Creative Word, and Your Breath of Life come to 
expression in human form.  In Jesus, hope is born. 
 
Voice 3 
We acknowledge Your birth in this child, born to Mary and Joseph, in Bethlehem of 
Judea.  We know this birth is a sign to us and to all the world of Your sacred presence in 
humanity and all creation, calling us to kinship and peace. 
 
Voice 1 
We give thanks for Jesus, Your Divine Wisdom, who reveals the sacred in the ordinary: 
in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people and neighbors 
to one another. 
 
Voice 2 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us 
and through us.  Jesus fed his disciples Your bread of Life that they might be life for the 
world.  Feed us, your disciples gathered this holy night, that we may become life for the 
world.  

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

Presider 
And so, Holy Love, we praise You through Jesus.  We recognize Your Spirit alive and at 
work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies 
and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now 
fulfill Your command of love.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: 
“Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
[Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, 
and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 
This is my life-blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in 
memory of me.”  
 
Presider 



 13 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: (Sung)   
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
has come to You, O people of God! 
 
Voice 3 
Remember Your people everywhere throughout the world, and Your people gathered 
here. Remember all who seek You. Remember all who have died and are now in Your 
cosmic embrace.  In Your goodness, may we experience Your life-giving presence in the 
company of all Your holy ones.  
 
Presider 
On this joyous night, we wonder at the mystery that, as You were born in Jesus, You are 
born in us. We open ourselves to allow Your Spirit of generous love, expressed in Jesus, 
to enter our lives.  Together with Mary, Joseph, Mary Magdalene, and all the saints, and 
with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows, we proclaim Your glory.   
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold.   
With Christ, may all creation be one.  
In Christ, may all divisions be healed. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
 
Great Amen 

(Sung) 
Go tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere. 

Go tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born! 
 
Prayer of Jesus      Lyrics Unknown/Music Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join 
us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version: 
        
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere.  
May Your kin-dom come. 
May Your heart’s desire, be done 
in us, by us, and through us.  
Give us the bread we need for each day.  
Forgive us. Enable us to forgive others.  
Keep us from all anxiety and fear.  
For You reign in the power of love,  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
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May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God  –  “What Child is This?”        
 
What child is this who laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  
while shepherds watch are keeping. 
This, this is Christ the One whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  
Haste, haste to praise our God, the babe, the child of Mary. 
 
 
Presider: Gifts of love for God’s holy people. 
We are called to bring Love to birth.    
 
Presider: This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present 
with us whenever and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Songs     
 
“It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”      Sears 
 
It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old,  
from angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold:  
“Peace on the earth, good will to all from heaven the voices ring:”   
The world in solemn stillness lay, to hear the angels sing. 
  
Still through the cloven skies they come, with peaceful wings unfurled,  
and still their heav’nly music floats o’er all the weary world:   
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hov’ring wing,  
and ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing. 
  
For, lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,  
when with the ever circling years comes ‘round the age of gold;  
when peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,  
and all the world give back the song which now the angels sing. 
 
 
 
 
Silent Night          Gruber 
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Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm, all is bright.   
God’s own chosen one, Mother and child!  Holy infant so tender and mild, sleep in 
heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
   
Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight;  
Glories stream from heaven afar; Heavenly hosts sing “Alleluia!   
Christ, Messiah is born, Christ Messiah is born.” 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
 
Closing Blessing       
 
 
Sending Forth 
This Mass has ended. Christmas has begun. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song – “Joy to the World”                              Watts 
 
Joy to the world, the Christ is come and Christ will come again.   
Let ev’ry heart prepare Christ room, let heaven and nature sing 
Let heaven and nature sing, let heaven, and heaven and nature sing! 
  
Joy to the earth for our God reigns:  Let us our songs employ!   
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains repeat the sounding joy, repeat the 
sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  
God rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove  
the glories of God’s righteousness, and wonders of God’s love,  
and wonders of God’s love, and wonders, wonders of God’s love. 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 

transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into 
this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, 

we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 
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percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 
community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive 
language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  


