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Fourth Advent  
December 18, 2022 

 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
GONG	
	
Good	evening.		
	
Whether	you	are	joining	us	online	or	in	person,	welcome	to	Mary	Magdalene	the	Apostle	
Catholic	Community	in	San	Diego,	CA,	on	the	land	that	the	Kumeyaay	people	have	tended	
for	generations.		
	
Tonight,	we	celebrate	the	Fourth	Sunday	in	Advent.			
	
We’d	like	to	welcome	any	visitors	with	us	today.		For	those	on	Zoom,	please	feel	free	to	
introduce	yourselves	on	chat.		For	those	visitors	in	person,	if	you	feel	comfortable,	we	
invite	you	to	stand	and	introduce	yourselves	and	tell	us	where	you	are	from.	
	
[Pause	for	introductions]	
	
Welcome	All.	Know	that	wherever	you	are	and	whoever	you	are,	you	are	welcome	here,	
just	as	you	are.		
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For	those	of	you	joining	us	online,	we	invite	you	to	join	in	our	songs	and	communal	
responses	in	the	worship	aid	located	at	mmacc.org.		Prayer	requests	may	be	offered	in	the	
chat	at	any	time.	You	may	wish	to	have	bread	and	wine	or	something	similar	with	you	to	
share	in	our	communion.		After	our	liturgy	concludes,	we	invite	our	online	participants	to	
join	in	breakout	rooms	for	some	social	time.		
	
For	those	in	person,	communion	will	be	shared	in	both	forms:	red	wine	and	white	grape	
juice.	It	will	be	provided	in	single-use	individual	containers.		Donations	may	be	placed	in	
the	basket	outside	the	chapel	doors.		
	
COMMUNITY	ANNOUNCEMENTS		
	

• Our	Christmas	Eve	Liturgy	will	be	on	Saturday,	December	24th	at	8pm.		There	will	be	
no	Liturgy	on	Sunday,	Christmas	Day.		

	
• A	celebratory	reception	will	be	held	in	The	Garden	Room	following	the	Christmas	

Eve	Liturgy.	Please	join	us	for	this	joyful	time	to	be	together	and	bring	desserts	or	
finger	foods.	If	you	can	help	with	set	up,	clean	up,	laundering	cloth	napkins	or	
washing	the	plates	afterwards	in	your	dishwasher,	please	contact	Mary	Kay	Martin	
or	Diane	Langworthy.		

	
• Our	New	Year’s	Liturgy	will	be	on	Sunday,	January	1st	at	5pm.			

	
• MMACC	is	planning	to	have	a	table	at	the	All	Peoples	Breakfast	on	the	Martin	Luther	

King	Holiday,	January	16th.		If	you	are	interested	in	attending,	contact	Suzie	Knapp.	
	

• An	email	was	sent	out	last	weekend	regarding	our	pastor	search	process.	The	CLC	is	
seeking	your	feedback	as	we	journey	this	uncharted	path.	If	you	have	any	trouble	
with	the	technology	to	read	or	reply	to	the	email,	contact	Jen	Bonakdar.	

	
• Please	see	our	bulletin	for	other	community	happenings	and	information.	

	
Let	us	pause	for	a	moment	of	prayerful	silence	before	we	begin	our	Liturgy.		
	
GONG	
 
 
  
Advent Candle Lighting        Schwartz 
   
Prepare ye, the way of Our God. (Repeat) 
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Opening Song –  Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night  Bjorlin & Brody 
 
Advent begins in the darkness of night, waiting and watching for signs of a light,  
walking in faith that a path will appear, daring to follow in spite of our fear. 
 
Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred. Love sounds ridiculous; prayer seems absurd.  
But in the midst of life’s center-less maze, we lift together our protest of praise. 
 
Advent begins in oppression’s domain, marked by the cries of confusion and pain.  
Yet hope is kindled where justice is done, mercy is nurtured and peace is begun. 
 
Advent goes on till the promised dawn breaks, tyrants are toppled and Gods dream awakes. 
Hope is perfected and faith is made sight. Love is our center and Christ is our light. 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
+In the Name of God who is Love, Jesus who lived Love and the Holy Spirit Who breathes Love 
into our human hearts…Amen. 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the Love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[R] And also with you. 
 
 
Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
We pause for a moment to consider those times this past week that we forgot to act with 
kindness, self-awareness and interdependence with all life. 
 
God of New Birth, we have not nurtured the seeds of life you planted within us.  
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Jesus the Christ, we often choose denial, refusing to grasp how our lifestyles impact our 
world.   
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Creating God, we forget we are utterly dependent upon You and interdependent with 
the rest of creation.   
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Loving God, in Advent, You call us to birth the holy anew; like Mary, give us the courage 
to say yes.  Amen. 
 
 
Opening Prayer 
 



 4 

First Reading                                              Isaiah 7:10-14 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah  
 
God spoke to Ahaz, ruler of Judah, through Isaiah the prophet and said, “Ask God for a 
sign, be it in the deepest depths of the earth or the farthest reaches of the heavens.” 
 
But Ahaz said, “I will not ask for a sign.  I will not put God to the test.” 
 
Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you House of David and Bathsheba!  Isn't it enough to try 
the patience of humans?  Will you try the patience of God also?  God will go ahead and 
give you a sign:  The young woman will be with child, and will give birth, and the child 
will be called, ‘Immanuel’.”   
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM          Psalm 25, Soper 
The cantor sings the verses, the psalm response is sung by the assembly: 
 

Psalm Response:  
To You, O God, I lift up, I lift up my soul, my God.   
 
Your ways, O God, make known to me; teach me Your paths. 
Guide me in Your truth, You are my God, and for You I will wait. [R] 
 
Good and upright is our God, Who shows us the way;  
Who guides the meek to justice, Who teaches the humble to follow right ways. [R] 
 
Second Reading                       Titus 3:4-8 
A Reading from the letter to Titus: 
 
When the kindness and love of God appeared in Jesus the Christ, we were made whole, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of divine compassion.  
Through the waters of new birth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, God claims us as God’s 
own.  And the Holy Spirit was richly poured out on us in Jesus the Christ, our Healer.  
Having known the holy power of forgiveness and grace, we become heirs of God, 
receiving the hope of everlasting life.   
 
That is true and trustworthy.  I insist on these points so that those who have trusted in 
God and have received grace, may be careful to devote themselves to doing what is 
good; to doing what is excellent and beneficial to others. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks to be God. 
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Gospel Acclamation                      Tompkins 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! We listen to the word of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! We proclaim the gospel of our God! 
 
 
Gospel           Luke 1:39-42 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke  
 Glory to you, O God. 
 
 
Sung Refrain:          Tomlin                                                                                             
My soul, my soul magnifies You, God.   
My soul, magnifies You, God.  
You have done great things for me, great things for me. 
 
My soul proclaims Your greatness, O God. 
My spirit rejoices in You who make me whole. 
For You have looked with favor upon me  
despite my insignificance. 
Amazingly, from now on, all generations will call me blessed. 
You, O God, have done great things for me;  
and holy is Your name. [R] 
 
You extend mercy and compassion from age to age 
to all those who hold You in awe. 
You have shown Your sacred strength, 
 dispersing the arrogant of mind and heart, 
 casting rulers from their thrones and lifting up the lowly; 
 filling the hungry with good things 
 and sending the rich away empty.  [R] 
 
You have come to the aid of Your servant Israel 
mindful of Your mercy 
 and the promise You made to our ancestors, 
to Abraham and Sarah and their descendants forever." [R 2x}] 
 
The Magnificat of Mary, the Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily - Jane          
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Prayers of the Faithful –  Fourth Sunday in Advent 12-18-2022  
 
[Note: the first two prayers today are based on the 6th and 7th of the 7 
beautiful “O” antiphons, traditionally sung at vespers in the last week of 
Advent since at least the 8th century CE.] 
 
“You have shown your sacred strength, dispersing the arrogant of mind and heart, 
casting rulers from their thrones, and lifting up the lowly …”  As we ponder the 
prophecy, and then the realization, of the coming of Emmanuel, let us ask for all that we 
and all creation need. 
 
Our response:     Holy One, we long for You; come. 
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
O Sovereign of all nations, the cornerstone making us all one, come and lift up the 
human race, which you fashioned from the elements of the Earth … we pray … 
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 

O Emmanuel, Giver of the law of love, the hope of all nations and the one for whom we 
long, come with your saving grace, Emmanuel … we pray …    
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
Knowing that we have been made whole because of divine compassion, let us extend 
our human compassion to all in the human family who are in need in body, in mind, in 
spirit … we pray … 
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
For our own Jackie Davis who is scheduled for surgery soon, for her surgeon and 
medical staff, and that she, Val, and all of us may experience the healing touch of 
Emmanuel, God-with-us… we pray …    
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as 
well as the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the 
garden of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
 That as we enter this time of special celebration and feasting, we hold close in our 
hearts those of us for whom this season brings a sense of loss and emptiness … for them 
and with them we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-led 
community of service and love.  We remember the universal needs of all living beings, 
surrounded by war, injustice, and soul-searing violence of many other kinds. 
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All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  
All who wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or digital hand and you 
will be called on in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and these will be read aloud.  
 
[After each petition:] 
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, especially those for 
whom this season feels barren and lonely, those who have gone home to God, and all 
the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts…   
  (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: Holy One, we long for You; come. 
 
Concluding Prayer: [Presider] 
 
 
Offertory Song – Hail, Holy Mary           M. Owen Lee 
 
Hail, holy Mary, Source of Love, O Maria! O grace incarnate, blessed of God, O Maria!  
Cosmic Mother, servant true, birthing bold you do not rue, first among the saints are you.   
Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
 
Hail, holy Mary, Wisdom seen, O Maria! Despite convention, you proceed, O Maria!  
Powerful and rich decrease; lowly, humble shall God release; compassion, justice will bring 
peace: Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
 
Hail, holy Mary, face of Love, O Maria!  Fill our hearts with holy love, O Maria!  
You define our integrity; call us to fidelity; bless with hope’s posterity.   
Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
 
Hail, holy Mary, truth and grace, O Maria! Sophia, justice you embrace, O Maria!   
Faithful model, disciple true, prophet of God’s word anew; love and joy do you imbue:  
Salve, salve, salve Maria! 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to 
offer, which earth has given, and human hands have made.  It will become for us the 
bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
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Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands.  It will become our spiritual drink.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering makes for peace in our world. 
Make us aware of Your presence in our midst.   

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.   
We open our hearts to God and to one another 

 
Presider 
Silent Mystery, we give You thanks for fertile darkness, for holy nights, for the longing 
and the love that created the Cosmos. 

 
Voice 1 
Let the clarity of Your vision for the cosmos take hold of us.  Reveal Your love in all 
creation. Dwell within us that we might birth Your future with hope as we sing our song 
of unending praise: 
 
 
Sanctus [Sung]          Tompkins 

Wholly, wholly, holy God.  God of wonder God of awe. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!   
 
Voice 2 
We acknowledge Your birth in a human child, born of a woman called Mary, in a town 
called Bethlehem.  We know this birth is a sign to us and to all the world of Your divine 
presence in all people and all creation.   
 
Voice 1 
In the life of Jesus, You were present in a unique way.  Through him, You lifted the 
lowly and fed the hungry with good things.  Through Jesus You also fed his disciples.  
Through him You feed Your disciples gathered here tonight.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
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Presider 
And so, Long Expected One, we watch, we wait, we witness, we wonder.  We recognize 
Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in us.  We open ourselves to 
Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and 
blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he 
took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: 
“Take this, all of you and eat. This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”   
 
   [Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. He said the blessing, 
gave the cup to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This 
is my blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  

Presider  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith [Sung] 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Immanuel  
 Shall come to You, O people of God.  
 
Voice 2 
Life-giving Spirit, as we celebrate, we remember the birth of Jesus. We know he loved 
us, even to his death.  May Christ be born in us anew.  
 
Voice 1 
We remember all leaders, religious and secular, everywhere.  Remember all of us 
gathered here.  Remember all Your people who seek You.  Remember all who have died 
into Your holy embrace whose faith is known to You alone.  
 
Presider 
All-Embracing Love, gather us to share in Your one, everlasting banquet with Mary, 
Mary Magdalene, all the saints, all your holy people through time, and with Jesus, 
through whom your goodness flows.  Then, in Your presence, we shall sing Your glory 
joining the cosmic chorus: 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold;  
With Christ, may all creation be one; 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed; 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
may all glory and honor be Yours,  
forever and ever.   
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Great Amen [Sung]        Tompkins 
We eat this bread; we drink this cup.  We share as one body of Christ. 
We give our thanks; we give our thanks.  Amen, amen, amen! 
 
Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has 
been translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join 
us in praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version: 
        
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere. 
May Your kin-dom come…  
the desire of Your heart for the world be done, 
in us, by us and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us.  Enable us to forgive others. 
Keep us from all anxiety and fear. 
For You reign in the power that comes from love  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God [Sung]        Tompkins 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to live in expectant hope. 
Lamb of God, you call us to witness to your love. 
Lamb of God, you call us to work, for peace and justice in our world.   
Grant us peace.  Grant us peace. Grant us peace.   
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Presider: We are the womb of God, called to birth Christ anew. 
We are blessed to share in this celebration. 
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present with us 
whenever and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion be united 
with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song – O Come, O Come Emanuel     John 
M. Neale 
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive people, 
That mourn in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear. (R) 
 
Refrain:  Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O people of God! 
 
O come, O Wisdom from on high, who orders all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, and teach us in your ways to go. (R) 
 
O come, O Dayspring from on high and cheer us by your drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to flight. (R) 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
 
Closing Blessing       
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Sending Forth 
This Mass has ended. Our waiting, watching, witnessing and wondering continue. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
Closing Song – Prepare Ye                                Schwartz 
 
Prepare ye, the way of our God!  
Prepare ye, the way of our God! (Repeat)  
 
Long live God! Long live God! 
Long live God!  Long live God! 
 
Prepare ye, the way of our God! 
Prepare ye, the way of our God!  
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 

transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into 
this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, 

we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 
percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive 

language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  


