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La Fiesta Guadalupana and Third Advent (Gaudete!) 
December 11, 2022 

 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
Good evening. My name is...  I am one of the lectors for tonight’s liturgy.  Whether you are 
joining us online or in person, welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community 
in San Diego, CA, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations.  
 
Tonight, we honor the Feast Day of Our Lady of Guadalupe as we celebrate the Third Sunday 
in Advent.   
 
We’d like to welcome any visitors with us today.  For those on Zoom, please feel free to 
introduce yourselves on chat.  For those visitors in person, if you feel comfortable, we invite 
you to stand and introduce yourselves and tell us where you are from. 
 

[Pause for introductions] 
 

Welcome All. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just 
as you are.  
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For those of you joining us online, we invite you to join in our songs and communal responses 
in the worship aid located at mmacc.org.  Prayer requests may be offered in the chat at any 
time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar with you to share in our 
communion.  After our liturgy concludes, we invite our online participants to join in breakout 
rooms for some social time.  
 
For those in person, communion will be shared in both forms: red wine and white grape 
juice. It will be provided in single-use individual containers.  Donations may be placed in the 
basket outside the chapel doors.  
 

COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

• The Centering Prayer Group is hosting an in-person retreat on Tuesday, December 13th 
from 9:30 am – 3:30 pm on our church campus. The theme is “In the Beginning was the 
Word.” Please join us for all or any part of the day.  We welcome all, not just those who 
practice Centering Prayer.  The day includes periods of Centering Prayer, free time in 
silence, viewing of a Thomas Keating video, Towards Global Transformation, and times 
for shared faith reflections.  Masks will be required while indoors.  Please bring your 
own lunch, your journal, and reading material.  Those who would like to continue the 
conversation will go out to dinner at a local restaurant following the retreat.  Please 
RSVP or direct any questions to Diane Langworthy.  See the bulletin for a specific 
schedule. 
 

• The Liturgy Committee will meet this Thursday, December 15 at 7pm on Zoom. The link 
is in the bulletin. 

 
• Our Christmas Eve Liturgy will be on Saturday, December 24th at 8pm followed be a 

light, festive reception.  There will be no Liturgy on Sunday, Christmas Day.   
	

• An email was sent out this weekend regarding our pastor search process. The CLC is 
seeking your feedback as we journey this uncharted path. If you have any trouble with 
the technology to read or reply to the email, contact Jen Bonakdar. 

 
• Please see our bulletin for other community happenings and information. 
 

 
Let us pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our Liturgy.  
 
Ring Gong 
 
Advent Candle Lighting – Prepare Ye       
 Schwartz 
 
Prepare ye, the way of Our God. (Repeat) 
 
Opening Song – Envia tu Espiritu       
 Hurd 
 
Envia tu Espiritu, envia tu Espiritu, envia tu Espiritu, 
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Sea renovada la faz de la tierra. 
Sea renovada la faz de la tierra. 
 
Spirit of the living God, burn in our hearts 
And make us a people of hope and compassion.  (R) 
 
Wind of promise, wind of change, friend to us all, 
Empower your people to make peace and justice.  (R) 
 
 
Opening Rite 
 
+In the Name of God who is Love, Jesus who lived Love and the Holy Spirit Who breathes Love 
into our human hearts…Amen. 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the Love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
[R] And also with you. 
 
Kyrie - Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
God of New Birth, we have not nurtured the seeds of life you planted within us.  
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Jesus the Christ, we often choose denial, refusing to grasp how our lifestyles impact our world.   
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Creating God, we forget we are utterly dependent upon You and interdependent with the rest of 
creation.   
[R] Help us to birth you into the world.  
 
Loving God, in Advent, You call us to birth the holy anew; like Mary, give us the courage to say 
yes.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading                 Judges 4:4-24 + 5:12a, 6-9, 24, 26, 31 
 
A Reading from the Book of Judges  
 
After Israel fell to cruel oppressors, Deborah, a prophetess and judge, was leading Israel.  She 
held court under the Palm of Deborah in the hill country of Ephraim.  The Israelites went to 
her to have their disputes settled. 
 
Thanks to the action of Jael, wife of a commanding officer, Israel enjoyed a victory over their 
oppressors.  So, God’s people went down to the city gates, shouting: 
 
“Wake up, wake up, Deborah!   
Wake up, wake up!  Break out in song!” 
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Deborah sang: 
“In the days of our oppression,  
caravans ceased, highways were abandoned. 
Travelers took to hiding, winding paths. 
Gone was freedom beyond our walls; 
war was at our gates. 
Villagers feared to take a stand. 
They held back until I, Deborah, arose, 
 until I arose, a mother in Israel. 
 
“My heart is with the valiant ones, 
     with the willing volunteers among the people, 
     the ones who took a stand.  Praise God! 
 
 
“Most blessed among women be Jael, 
  most blessed of tent-dwelling women, 
 who with a tent peg crushed the head of the enemy. 
“So may all oppressors desist, O God! 
 
“May all who love You be like the sun 
 when it rises in its strength.”  
 
Then, the land had peace forty years. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALM          Psalm 25, Soper 
The cantor sings the verses, the psalm response is sung by the assembly: 
Psalm Response:  
To You, O God, I lift up, I lift up my soul, my God.   
 
Your ways, O God, make known to me; teach me Your paths. 
Guide me in Your truth, You are my God, and for You I will wait. [R] 
 
Good and upright is our God, Who shows us the way;  
Who guides the meek to justice, Who teaches the humble to follow right ways. [R] 
 
 
Second Reading “Eagle Poem”       Joy Harjo 
 
“Eagle Poem” by Joy Harjo 
 
To pray you open your whole self 
To sky, to earth, to sun, to moon 
To one whole voice that is you. 
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And know there is more 
That you can’t see, can’t hear; 
Can’t know except in moments 
Steadily growing, and in languages 
That aren’t always sound but other 
Circles of motion. 
Like eagle that Sunday morning 
Over Salt River. Circled in blue sky 
In wind, swept our hearts clean 
With sacred wings. 
We see you, see ourselves and know 
That we must take the utmost care 
And kindness in all things. 
Breathe in, knowing we are made of 
All this, and breathe, knowing 
We are truly blessed because we 
Were born, and die soon within a 
True circle of motion, 
Like eagle rounding out the morning 
Inside us. 
We pray that it will be done 
In beauty. 
In beauty. 
 
The Word of Native American Joy Harjo, member of the Muscogee Nation, 23rd Poet Laureate 
of the United States.  
Thanks to be God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  
 Tompkins 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! We listen to the word of God. 
Alleluia, alleluia! We proclaim the gospel of our God! 
 
 
Gospel           Luke 1:39-42 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke  
 Glory to you, O God. 
 
During the days of Mary’s pregnancy, she set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a 
town of Judah where she entered the home of Zechariah and Elizabeth.  Mary greeted 
Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and 
Elizabeth, filled with the holy Spirit, exclaimed in a loud voice, “Most blessed are you among 
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
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Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily           
Suzie Knapp is our homilist. 
 
Prayers of the Faithful – 12-11-2022  
La Fiesta Guadalupana and 3rd Sunday in Advent (Gaudete!)  
 
[NOTE: The first two petitions today and on the remaining Sunday of Advent are taken from the “O 
antiphons” that have been sung in the evening prayer (vespers) of the Liturgy of the Hours in the last 
week before Christmas since at least the 8th century CE.]   
 
Gaudete!  Rejoice!  “We know there is more that we can’t see, can’t hear …”  As we 
work toward the full realization of God’s kin-dom of wholeness and peace, let us 
ask for all that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response:     God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
O Key of David and Bathsheba, you open and no one can shut; you shut and no 
one can open.  Come and release all prisoners, all those who live in the shadow of 
death … we pray … 
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 

O Morning Star, splendor of Light eternal, and blazing Sun of righteousness, 
come and enlighten with hope all those who live in hopelessness and despair … 
we pray …    
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
In solidarity with Deborah, that we might be the willing volunteers among the 
people, the ones who took a stand … we pray … 
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
That as God blessed the Americas at Tepeyac hill with the presence of the most 
blessed among women, may we draw strength to do the inclusive justice that 
leads to peace … we pray …    
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our 
ancestors, as well as the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for 
them and for us the garden of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
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 That as we enter this time of special celebration and feasting, we hold close in 
our hearts those of us for whom this season brings a sense of loss and emptiness 
… for them and with them we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-
led community of service and love.  We remember the universal needs of all living 
beings, surrounded by war, environmental and immigration injustice, and soul-
searing violence of many other kinds. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the 
microphone.  All who wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or 
digital hand and you will be called on in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and 
these will be read aloud.  
 
[After each petition:] 
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, especially 
those for whom this season feels barren and lonely, those who have gone home to 
God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the 
silence of our hearts…    (Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our 
community prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: God-with-us, open us to the Presence. 
 
 
 
Offertory Song – Hail Mary, Gentle Woman     Landry 
 
Hail Mary, full of grace, 
Our God is with you. 
Blessed are you among women 
And blest is the child of your womb, Jesus. 
 
Holy Mary Mother of God, 
Give us compassion and courage, 
And guide us in wisdom and love. 
Amen. 
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Gentle woman, quiet light, morning star, so strong and bright. 
Gentle mother, peaceful dove, teach us wisdom, teach us love. 
 
Blessed are you among women. 
Blest in turn all women too. 
Blessed they with peaceful spirits. 
Blessed they with gentle hearts. (Refrain) 
 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given, and human hands have made.  It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands.  It will become our spiritual drink.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray that our offering makes for peace in our world. 
Make us aware of Your presence in our midst.   

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.   
We open our hearts to God and to one another 

 
Presider 
Silent Mystery, we give You thanks for fertile darkness, for holy nights, for the longing and the 
love that created the Cosmos. 

 
Voice 1 
Let the clarity of Your vision for the cosmos take hold of us.  Reveal Your love in all creation.  
Dwell within us that we might birth Your future with hope as we sing our song of unending 
praise: 
 
 
Sanctus [Sung]          Tompkins 

Wholly, wholly, holy God.  God of wonder God of awe. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!   
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Voice 2 
We acknowledge Your birth in a human child, born of a woman called Mary, in a town called 
Bethlehem.  We know this birth is a sign to us and to all the world of Your divine presence in all 
people and all creation.   
 
Voice 1 
In the life of Jesus, You were present in a unique way.  Through him, You lifted the lowly and 
fed the hungry with good things.  Through Jesus You also fed his disciples.  Through him You 
feed Your disciples gathered here tonight.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider 
And so, Long Expected One, we watch and we await you with expectant joy.  We witness to 
your Holy Love. We recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in us.  
We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in 
us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  We remember that… 

 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took 
bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, 
all of you and eat. This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”   
    [Pause] 
 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. He said the blessing, gave 
the cup to his friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my 
blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Presider  
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith [Sung] 
 Rejoice, Rejoice, Immanuel  
 Shall come to You, O people of God.  
 
Voice 2 
Life-giving Spirit, as we celebrate, we remember the birth of Jesus. We know he loved us, even 
to his death.  May Christ be born in us anew.  
 
Voice 1 
We remember all leaders, religious and secular, everywhere.  Remember all of us gathered 
here.  Remember all Your people who seek You.  Remember all who have died into Your holy 
embrace whose faith is known to You alone.  
 
Presider 
All-Embracing Love, gather us to share in Your one, everlasting banquet with Mary, Mary 
Magdalene, all the saints, all your holy people through time, and with Jesus, through whom 
your goodness flows.  Then, in Your presence, we shall sing Your glory joining the cosmic 
chorus: 
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Through Christ, may all creation unfold;  
With Christ, may all creation be one; 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed; 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
may all glory and honor be Yours,  
forever and ever.   
 
Great Amen [Sung]        Tompkins 
We eat this bread; we drink this cup.  We share as one body of Christ. 
We give our thanks; we give our thanks.  Amen, amen, amen! 
 
Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 
        
Loving God, in whom is heaven,  
may Your name be honored everywhere. 
May Your kin-dom come…  
the desire of Your heart for the world be done, 
in us, by us and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us.  Enable us to forgive others. 
Keep us from all anxiety and fear. 
For You reign in the power that comes from love  
which is Your glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God [Sung]        Tompkins 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to live in expectant hope. 
Lamb of God, you call us to witness to your love. 
Lamb of God, you call us to work, for peace and justice in our world.   
Grant us peace.  Grant us peace. Grant us peace.   
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Presider: We are the womb of God, called to birth Christ anew. 
We are blessed to share in this celebration. 
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present with us whenever 
and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
 
Communion Song – Sacred Silence      
 Booth/Pixler 
Paz sagrada, mar profundo, agua viva corre sobreme; 
Quiero oirte, Santo Espiritu, Ven hablame.  
 
Sacred silence, holy ocean, gentle water, washing over us. 
Help us listen, Holy Spirit.  Come and speak to us. 
 
Holy Mary, loving mother, God’s pure wisdom, praying for us; 
Saints and Angels, all in Heaven, come be with us, 
Come and be with us, come and speak to us. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Closing Blessing       
 
 
Sending Forth 

This Mass has ended. Our waiting, watching, and witnessing continue. 
Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song – Let the Valleys be Raised      
 Schutte 
 
Let the valleys be raised, and the mountains made low, every meadow and field 
overturn. Make the pathway straight; and the highway run smooth, for the 
coming of God in our day. 
 
God will come to God’s people, as was promised of old. 
God has raised up a prophet, in the sight of us all. 
 
You little child, go before us, like the prophets of old. 
Bringing news of God’s coming, by the wisdom of God. 
 
 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 

transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this 
dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we 
support a full-time paid womanpriest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, 
please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  


