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•Making Catholicism relevant •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 
Antonio Ciseri's Martyrdom of the Seven Maccabees (1863) 

depicting the woman with her dead sons. 

 
32nd Sunday in the Orderly Course of Time 

Worship Aid – November 6, 2022 
 
Introduction & Welcome 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. As we 
gather in person and online, we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever 
you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all 
of you to today’s liturgy.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS:  
Pastor Kori’s last Sunday as Pastor of MMACC was October 23.  Jane Via, Nancy Corran, 
and Suzie Knapp will serve as our Interim Pastoral Team as the CLC determines a way 
forward. 
 

The election process is underway! There are three open seats on the Community 
Leadership Council (CLC). These 3 seats are for 2-year terms.  You should have already 
received your online ballot. Please contact a member of the CLC if you did not. This is a 
very important time in the life of our community. Please vote by November 13th. 
 

Sunday, November 27 is the first Sunday of Advent. It is also the 17th anniversary of our 
very first MMACC liturgy, to the day!  We will celebrate the occasion with a simple but 
festive dessert reception following liturgy.  If you are available to assist with set up 
and/or service, please contact Jen Bonakdar.  Her number and email are in the directory. 

 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that those joining us online remain muted for the 
majority of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, you will be invited to 
offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in 
time and will be read aloud for you. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar 
for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social 
time.  
 

Vatican II introduced us to the ongoing process of aggiornamento, meaning “bringing up to 
date.” Aggiornamento involves listening and discerning the signs of our time - analyzing what is 
broken, what needs fixed, what doesn’t work, what restricts us - and reflecting on what changes 
will enable us to follow the Spirit of God more freely. Aggiornamento calls for a discernment of 
where we are, where we are headed, and the direction we need to go. It is our response to Jesus’ 
invitation to search and find new wineskins for the new wine of the Gospel.  
 

Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – “God of Day and God of Darkness” (Haugen) 
God of day and God of darkness, now we stand before the night; 
As the shadows stretch & deepen, come and make our darkness bright. 
All creation still is groaning for the dawning of your might,  
When the Sun of peace and justice fills the earth with radiant light. 
 
Show us Christ in one another, make us servants strong and true;  
Give us all your love of justice so we do what you would do. 
Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives anew, 
Make us one with all the lowly, let us all be one in you. 
 
You shall be the path that guides us, you the light that in us burns;  
Shining deep within all people, yours the love that we must learn, 
For our hearts shall wander restless ‘til they safe to you return,  
Finding you in one another, we shall all your face discern. 
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Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
God of Renewal, we often ignore Your call to live the Gospel in our time and culture.  
Help us to open our hearts to Your love.    
 
Jesus the Way, we do not trust enough your promise to be with us always.   
Help us to grow in trust and hope. 
 
God of Transformation, we do not fully open our hearts to Your Spirit within us. 
Help us to live life fully in Your Spirit. 
 
God of Aggiornamento, awaken us to discern the way that leads to renewal and transformation.  
Fill us with wonder and joy as we journey each day on the path that leads into the fullness of 
Your love.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading - Second Book of Maccabees 7:1-42 abbrev 
A Reading from the Second Book of Maccabees  
Introductory comment to be read by lector for context: 
About 170 BCE, when Greece ruled Judea under the “Seleucid Empire,” the ruler, Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes, sought to quash even the most basic Jewish practices. Epiphanes’ attempt to suppress 
Judean law resulted in the Maccabean Revolt.  The following narrative is set within that historical 
context.  
 
It happened that a woman, and her seven sons, were arrested and tortured with whips and 
scourges by the ruler, their captor. He had tried to force them to eat pork in violation of God's 
law.  One of the brothers, acting as spokesperson for all of them, said: “What do you expect to 
achieve by questioning us?  We are ready to die rather than transgress the laws of our ancestors.” 
 
The ruler fell into a rage, and gave orders to have pans and cauldrons heated.  They were heated 
immediately.  The ruler commanded that the tongue of their spokesperson be cut out and that 
they torture him gruesomely while the rest of the brothers, and their mother, looked on…  The 
brothers and the mother did not falter: They encouraged one another to die nobly. 
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After the first brother died, they brought forward the next. At the point of death, the second 
brother said: “You accursed fiend!  You deprive us of this life, but the Ruler of the Cosmos will 
raise us up to live again forever…” 
 
Then, the third brother suffered their cruel sport.  He put out his tongue at once when told to do 
so, and bravely offered his hands as well, as he spoke these noble words: “It was from Heaven 
that I received these.  For the sake of God’s laws, I disdain them. From God I hope to receive 
them again.”  Even the ruler and the attendants marveled at the young man’s courage, because 
he regarded his sufferings as nothing. 
 
After he had died, they tortured and maltreated the fourth, fifth and sixth brothers in the same 
way.  When near death, they all affirmed their choice to die at the hands of mortals while trusting 
God, who would raise them up.  “But for you,” one brother said to his torturers, “there will be no 
resurrection to Life.” 
 
The mother was especially admirable and worthy of honorable memory.  Although she saw her 
seven sons perish within a single day, she bore it with tremendous courage because of her hope 
in God.  She encouraged each of them in the language of their ancestors.  
 
Filled with a noble spirit, she shared the wisdom of her heart, saying, “I don’t know how you 
came into being in my womb.  It was not I who gave you life and breath, nor I who set in order 
the depth of character within each of you. Therefore, the Creator of the Cosmos, who shaped the 
beginning of humankind and devised the origin of all things, will give life and breath to you 
again.  Since you now forget yourselves for the sake God’s law, God will remember you forever.”   
 
She then encouraged her seventh son: “Do not fear this butcher.  Follow your brothers.  Accept 
death, so that in God’s tender compassion I may receive you again along with your brothers.”   
 
Last of all, after the seventh son was put to death, the mother was put to death.  
 
Enough has been said about the sacrificial meals and the excessive cruelties. 
 
The Word of a Hellenistic Judean Historian. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 17:1+5, 2+7, 8+15 
 
Our Psalm Response is:   Your love never fails. 
R: Your love never fails. 
 

Hear a just cause, O God. 
Attend to the cries of Your people. 
Give ear to our prayers; 
 they rise not from deceitful lips. 
Our steps have kept to Your paths. 
Our feet have not faltered. 
R: Your love never fails. 
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Our vindication comes from You, and You alone. 
For Your eyes see justice. Your eyes see truth. 
Show us Your wonderful compassion, Your Undying Love! 
Embrace us in Your steady and welcoming arms. 
Let all who seek refuge find refuge in You. 
R: Your love never fails. 
 
Keep us as the apple of Your eye. 
Protect us in the shadow of Your wings. 
We have faith in justice! 
We will behold Your face! 
When we awake, fill us with Your Presence. 
R: Your love never fails. 
 
Second Reading – 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 (adapted from Eugene Peterson’s version) 
 
A Reading from the Second Letter to the Thessalonians 
 
May Jesus the Christ and our Loving God, who reaches out in love to surprise us with gifts of 
unending comfort, courage and good hope, refresh you, strengthen your hearts, invigorate your 
work, and enliven your speech. 
 
 
The Word of a follower of Paul. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel – Luke 20:27-40       
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to Jesus and asked a question. 
“Teacher, Moses wrote that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man shall 
marry the widow and raise up children with her for his brother.  What if there were seven 
brothers?  The first married and died childless.  Then the second and the third married their first 
brother’s wife, also leaving no children. In the same way, all seven married her and died, without 
leaving her any children.  Finally, the woman also died.  At the resurrection, therefore, whose 
wife will the woman be?  For seven had married her.”   
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Jesus said to them, “The children of this age get married.  Those who enter the age to come and 
the resurrection from the dead, do not marry.  Indeed, they cannot die anymore, like the angels. 
They are children of God, children of the resurrection.   
 
“The fact that the dead are raised was upheld by Moses himself in the story about the bush.  He 
speaks of God as the God of Sarah and Abraham, the God of Rebekah and Isaac, the God of 
Leah, Rachel, and Jacob.  God is not God of the dead, but of the living.  To God, and in God, all 
of them are alive.”  Then some of the religious scholars answered, “Teacher, you have spoken 
well.”  They no longer dared to ask Jesus another question. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily – Suzie Knapp         
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 
 
We believe in God who made us all 
and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
alive in every human heart, expressed in every culture,  
found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
 
We believe in Jesus, the Christ, 
who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
lifted to the fullness of life.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the breath of God on earth,  
who keeps the Christ vision present to souls yet in chaos, 
gives sight to hearts now blind,  
infuses energy into spirits yet weary, 
isolated, searching and confused. 
 
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, 
to nature, to happiness, to wholeness,  
to the partnership of all people in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us  
beyond the boundaries of ourselves,  
to forgiveness, and to everything that stretches our hearts  
to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   



	 7	

 
Prayers of the Faithful - 32nd Sunday in the Orderly Course of Time 

 
“The Creator of the Cosmos … will give life and breath to you again.”  With all our companions 
in faith throughout time, let us call on the Eternal One, who does not forget us. 

 
Our response:     In You we live and move and have our being. 
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 

  
That we always remain in human solidarity with those who are in prison or who suffer violence 
and torture … we pray … 
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 
 
That with the seven brothers and their mother, we remain in trusting hope that God will 
remember us forever … we pray …    
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 
 
That we do all in our power to insure that leaders of nations commit to peace and well-being for 
all people everywhere, and deploy military force only in support of this mission … we pray …   
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 

 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well as the 
blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden of resurrection 
and new life … we pray …  
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 

 
For our political adversaries, and for the times we have condescended to them and belittled them 
… we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 

 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-guided 
community of hope and reconciliation.  We remember the universal needs of all living things, 
surrounded by war, economic injustice, and soul-searing violence of many other kinds. 

 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  All who 
wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or digital hand and you will be called on 
in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and these will be read aloud.  

 
After each petition:  In You we live and move and have our being. 

 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 

     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have gone home to 
God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our 
hearts…    (Short pause) 
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For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community prayer 
book   . . . we pray … 
All: In You we live and move and have our being. 
 
Presider: Closing Prayer of the Faithful 
 
Offertory Song – “Be Not Afraid” (Dufford) 
You shall cross the barren desert but shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand. You shall see the face of 
God and live. 
 
Be not afraid.  I go before you always.  
Come, follow me. And I will give you rest.  
 
If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.   
If you stand before the darkest night and death is at your side,  
Know that I am with you through it all. (R) 
 
Blessed are your poor, because God’s reign shall be theirs.  
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh.   
And if people do insult and hate you all because of me,  
blessed, blessed are you.  (R) 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of 
the earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our 
hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our 
thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Pray that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls to welcome and share 
with others more fully.   
 Transform us, God, we pray.   
 
 
Prayer with our Gifts 
Presider… 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
God of Renewal, Your presence lights the path for our journey of transformation. We give You 
thanks for turning our hearts to seek ways to transform our lives and Your world. We commit 
ourselves to allow Your Spirit of generous love that took flesh in Jesus, to take root in our lives. 
And so we join our voices with those in every generation and throughout the cosmos in singing 
our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus         Dufford - St. Louis Jesuits 
Holy, holy, holy. God of spirit and life. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, on high 
Blessed are all who come in your name, O God. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna, hosanna on high. 
 
Voice 1 
God of Vision, we give You thanks for Jesus and for all who have taught and shown us, how we 
are to act justly and walk humbly with You our God; how we are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves; how we are to care for all of creation; how we are to give Your Spirit freedom to act in 
us, and make Your vision of life visible in our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider   
God of Transformation, we recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in 
us. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in 
us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my 
body.   Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup to his 
friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Tompkins]   
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, Lives and dies, Rising in our hearts. 
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Voice 2 
God of Reformation, we remember all people who touched our lives with the Spirit of renewal.  
We remember people from around the world who make Your creation a reflection of Your 
ongoing love and compassion.  Transform us to live the Gospel more faithfully.  Empower us to 
develop a planetary society with more equality, freedom, peace and justice for all.  
 
Voice 1 
God of Presence, we see your sacredness shining through the glory and the pain that we 
experience on our journey through life. Be with all who are sick and who are suffering.  Be with 
all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Draw us to You - our 
ultimate goal and focus for all our human striving and desire. 
 
Presider 
God of Rebirth and Community, gather together all your people of every gender, sexuality, race, 
language, religion and way of life to share in Your one, eternal banquet.  Then, in Your presence, 
we shall give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows: 
 
Through Christ, may all creation be renewed.  
With Christ, may our lives be transformed. 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours forever and ever.   
 
[sung]          St. Louis Jesuits - Dufford 

 
Amen, Al-le-lu-ia. For-ever and ever, for-ever, Al-le-lu-ia, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 
 

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God         St Louis Jesuits - Dufford 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of hope, O Lamb of God. 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of love. O Lamb of God. 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of peace. Grant us peace. 
 
We are the body of Christ, called to renew and serve God in creation and one another.    
We are happy and blessed to share in this service. 
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present with us whenever 
and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – “The Summons” (Kelvingrove) 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known? 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?  
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?   
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?  
 
Will you let those blinded see if I but call your name?  
Will you set those captive free and never be the same?   
Will you kiss those deemed unclean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
   
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?  
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?  
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape this world around,  
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
God, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.   
In your company I'll go, where your love and footsteps show.   
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.      
 
Prayer After Communion  
Presider… 
 
 
Closing Blessing 
Presider… 
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Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – “Christ Be Our Light” (Farrell) 
 
Christ, be our light!  Shine in our hearts.  Shine through the darkness. Christ, be our light!  
Shine in your church gathered today.   
 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. Longing for truth, we turn to you. Make us your own, your 
holy people, light for the world to see.  (R)  
 
Many the gifts, many the people, many the hearts that yearn to belong.   
Let us be servants to one another, making your kin-dom come. (R) 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social 
justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  
 

	
	


