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•Making Catholicism relevant  •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 

 

60th Anniversary of the Second Vatican Council  
October 9, 2022 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San 
Diego, California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. As we 
gather in person and online, we remain united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever 
you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all 
of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself 
and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any 
point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After 
our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Vatican II introduced us to the ongoing process of aggiornamento, meaning “bringing up to 
date.” After years of neglect, it’s time to dust off and embrace this key component of renewal to 
transform our church and spirituality.  
 
Aggiornamento involves listening and discerning the signs of our time - analyzing what is broken, 
what needs fixed, what doesn’t work, what restricts us  - and reflecting on what changes will 
enable us to  follow the Spirit of God more freely.  
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Aggiornamento calls for a discernment of where we are, where we are headed, and the direction 
we need to go. It is our response to Jesus’ invitation to search and find new wineskins for the new 
wine of the Gospel.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – Sing a New Church (Dufner) 
 
Summoned by the God who made us, rich in our diversity.  
Gathered in the name of Jesus. Richer still in unity: 
 
Let us bring the gifts that differ and, in splendid, varied ways.  
Sing a new church into being, One in faith and love and praise  
 
Trust the goodness of creation; Trust the Spirit strong within.  
Dare to dream the vision promised, sprung from seed of what has been. R 
 
Bring the hopes of ev’ry nation; bring the art of ev’ry race.  
Weave a song of peace and justice; Let it sound through time and space. R 
 
Draw together at one table all the human family;  
Shape a circle ever wider and a people ever free. R 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
God of Renewal, we often ignore Your call to live the Gospel in our time and culture.  
Help us to open our hearts to Your love.    
 
Jesus the Way, we do not trust enough your promise to be with us always.   
Help us to grow in trust and hope. 
 
God of Transformation, we do not fully open our hearts to Your Spirit within us. 
Help us to live life fully in Your Spirit. 
 
God of Aggiornamento, awaken us to discern the way that leads to renewal and transformation.  
Fill us with wonder and joy as we journey each day on the path that leads into the fullness of 
Your love.  Amen. 
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Opening Prayer 
 
 
First Reading - Isaiah 43:18-19 
 
A Reading from Isaiah:  
  
Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs 
up; do you not perceive it? I am making a way in the desert and streams in the wasteland.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 98:1; 2-3; 4-6; 7-9    
 
The Psalm Response is:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
R:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
 
Sing a new song to God,  
to the God who made this world of wonders! 
God’s outstretched arms and holy hands liberate us! 
R:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
 
Above all, God is victorious! 
God has revealed the Divine Presence to all the nations. 
God has revealed unfailing love and faithfulness to all. 
All the ends of the earth have seen the triumph of God’s grace. 
R:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
 
Shout with joy, all the earth, break forth into joyous song! 
Make music with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
With trumpets and the echoing horn, 
 make a joyful noise to our God! 
R:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth. 
 
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who live in it. 
Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 let the hills sing together in joy. 
They rejoice in the presence of God on Earth. 
God will judge the world with healing justice 
 and judge its peoples with truth and grace. 
R:  Shout with joy to God, all the earth 
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Second Reading – excerpt from “Gaudium et Spes” from the Second Vatican Council  
 
A Reading from Gaudium et Spes, the Pastoral Constitution on the Church and the Modern 
World from the Second Vatican Council: 
 
In every age, the church carries the responsibility of reading the signs of the times and of 
interpreting them in the light of the Gospel, if it is to carry out its task. In language intelligible to 
every generation, it should be able to answer the ever recurring questions which people ask 
about the meaning of this present life and of the life to come, and how one is related to the other. 
We must be aware of and understand the aspirations, and the yearning, and the often dramatic 
features of the world in which we live. An outline of some of the more important features of the 
modern world forms the subject of the following paragraphs.  
 
Ours is a new age of history with profound and rapid changes spreading gradually to all corners 
of the earth. They are the products of people’s intelligence and creative activity, but they recoil 
upon them, upon their judgments and desires, both individual and collective, upon their ways of 
thinking and acting in regard to people and things. We are entitled then to speak of a real social 
and cultural transformation whose repercussions are felt at the religious level also.  
 
A transformation of this kind brings with it the serious problems associated with any crisis of 
growth. Increase in power is not always accompanied by control of that power for the benefit of 
humanity. In probing the recesses of their own minds, people often seem more uncertain than 
ever of themselves: in the gradual and precise unfolding of the laws of social living, they are 
uncertain about how to plot its course.  
 
In no other age has humanity enjoyed such an abundance of wealth, resources and economic 
wellbeing; and yet a huge proportion of the people of the world are plagued by hunger and 
extreme need while countless numbers are totally illiterate. At no time have people had such a 
keen sense of freedom, only to be faced by new forms of social and psychological slavery. The 
world is keenly aware of its unity and of mutual interdependence in essential solidarity, but at the 
same time it is split into bitterly opposing camps.  
 
We have not yet seen the last of bitter political, social, and economic hostility, and racial and 
ideological antagonism, nor are we free from the spectre of a war of total destruction. If there is a 
growing exchange of ideas, there is still widespread disagreement in competing ideologies about 
the meaning of the words which express our key concepts. There is lastly a painstaking search for 
a better material world, without a parallel spiritual advancement.  
 
Small wonder then, that many of our contemporaries are prevented by this complex situation 
from recognizing permanent values and duly applying them to recent discoveries. As a result, 
they hover between hope and anxiety and wonder uneasily about the present course of events. It 
is a situation that challenges and even obliges people to respond. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
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Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  Matthew 9:16-17       
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Matthew. Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus said to his disciples, “No one uses a new piece of cloth to patch old clothes. The patch 
would shrink and tear a bigger hole.  No one pours new wine into old wineskins. The wine 
would swell and burst the old skins. Then the wine would be lost, and the skins would be ruined. 
New wine must be put into new wineskins. Both the skins and the wine will then be safe.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
Profession of Faith: based on the words of Saint Oscar Romero 
 
We believe that the mission of the church  

is to awaken the spiritual meaning of life, 
  the divine worth of human action.  
The church brings this service of promoting spiritual dynamism to everyone. 
 
We believe that we have to see the truth  

with our own eyes wide open 
and our feet firmly planted on the ground,  
but with our hearts full to bursting with the gospel and God, 
in order to search for the solution of justice. 

Only justice can be the root of peace. 
 
We believe that the language used for preaching  

is for planting seeds of hope.   
Yes, it denounces earthly injustices, abuses of power, 
 but not with hatred, rather with love, calling for conversion.   
 
We believe that a gospel that doesn’t take into account the rights of human beings,  
a Christianity that doesn’t make positive contributions to the history of the world, 
is not the authentic doctrine of Christ, but rather simply an instrument of power.  
 
We believe that each of us has to have a burning commitment to justice,  
to human rights, to freedom, to equality.   
The church calls us to do justice and to love one another like family.    
We believe that we must be attentive to the voice of the Spirit: 
 be converted, follow this gospel, this call from God. Amen.  
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Prayers of the People 
“We have not yet seen the last of bitter political, social, and economic hostility, and racial and 
ideological antagonism, nor are we free from the spectre of a war of total destruction.”  These 
heartfelt concerns were voiced at the Second Vatican Council 60 years ago, and yet they read as 
though they could have been written this evening.  Mindful of these prophetic words, let us ask 
for all that we and all creation need.   
 
Our response:     Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
  
That, in spite of dispiriting news that arrives daily, we pray with Isaiah: “Forget the former things; 
do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!” … we pray … 
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
That we continue to honor our Second Vatican Council heritage and respond to the prophetic 
call of the Holy Spirit in our distinctive way at Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community … 
let us pray …  
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
That we re-dedicate ourselves to our mission of loving one another in community and in the 
world by living Gospel values of compassion, peace, respect, and social justice as exemplified by 
Jesus the Christ … we pray …  
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well as the 
blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden of resurrection 
and new life … we pray …  
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
 We affirm that God has revealed the Divine Presence to all the nations, and shown unfailing 
love and faithfulness to all, and so … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-renewed 
community of aggiornamento and trust in God’s future plans for us.  We remember the universal 
needs of all living things, surrounded by war, economic injustice, and soul-searing violence of 
many other kinds. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer here in person, please come forward to the microphone.  All who 
wish to share a prayer online, please raise your physical or digital hand and you will be called on 
in turn, or type your prayer in the chat and these will be read aloud.  
 
After each petition:  Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
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We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have gone home to 
God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our 
hearts…     

(Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community prayer 
book   . . . we pray … 
All: Come, Holy Spirit, renew the face of the earth! 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
Offertory Song – Shepherd Us, O God  
 
Shepherd us, O God, beyond our wants,  
beyond our fears, from death into life.  
 
God is our shepherd, so nothing shall we want,  
We rest in the meadows of faithfulness and love,  
we walk by the quiet waters of peace. R 
 
Gently you raise us and heal our weary soul,  
you lead us by pathways of righteousness and truth,  
our spirit shall sing the music of your Name. R 
 
You have set us a banquet of love in the face of hatred,  
crowning us with love beyond my pow’r to hold. R 
 
Surely your kindness and mercy follow us all the days of our lives;   
We will dwell in the house of our God forevermore. R 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of 
the earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our 
hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our 
thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Pray that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls to welcome and share 
with others more fully.   
 Transform us, God, we pray.   
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Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
God of Renewal, Your presence lights the path for our journey of transformation. We give You 
thanks for turning our hearts to seek ways to transform our lives and Your world. We commit 
ourselves to allow Your Spirit of generous love that took flesh in Jesus, to take root in our lives. 
And so we join our voices with those in every generation and throughout the cosmos in singing 
our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus         Dufford - St. Louis Jesuits 
Holy, holy, holy. God of spirit and life. 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, on high 
Blessed are all who come in your name, O God. 
Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest, 
Hosanna, hosanna on high. 
 
Voice 1 
God of Vision, we give You thanks for Jesus and for all who have taught and shown us, how we 
are to act justly and walk humbly with You our God; how we are to love our neighbor as 
ourselves; how we are to care for all of creation; how we are to give Your Spirit freedom to act in 
us, and make Your vision of life visible in our world. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider   
God of Transformation, we recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, and in 
us. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in 
us, the body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All:  …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my 
body.   Do this in memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup to his 
friends, and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Tompkins]   
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, Lives and dies, Rising in our hearts. 
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Voice 2 
God of Reformation, we remember all people who touched our lives with the Spirit of renewal.  
We remember people from around the world who make Your creation a reflection of Your 
ongoing love and compassion.  Transform us to live the Gospel more faithfully.  Empower us to 
develop a planetary society with more equality, freedom, peace and justice for all.  
 
Voice 1 
God of Presence, we see your sacredness shining through the glory and the pain that we 
experience on our journey through life. Be with all who are sick and who are suffering.  Be with 
all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Draw us to You - our 
ultimate goal and focus for all our human striving and desire. 
 
Presider 
God of Rebirth and Community, gather together all your people of every gender, sexuality, race, 
language, religion and way of life to share in Your one, eternal banquet.  Then, in Your presence, 
we shall give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows: 
 
Through Christ, may all creation be renewed.  
With Christ, may our lives be transformed. 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed. 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours forever and ever.   
 
[sung]          St. Louis Jesuits - Dufford 

 
Amen, Al-le-lu-ia. For-ever and ever, for-ever, Al-le-lu-ia, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 
 

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God         St Louis Jesuits - Dufford 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of hope, O Lamb of God. 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of love. O Lamb of God. 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of peace. Grant us peace. 
 
We are the body of Christ, called to renew and serve God in creation and one another.    
We are happy and blessed to share in this service. 
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. Christ is present with us whenever 
and wherever we are. May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – Supper of Our God (Rosania)  
 
As we gather, all are one, here in bread and wine; 
Here our God prepares the feast divine. 
Bread of love is broken now, cup of life is poured: 
Come, share the supper of our God. 
 
This is the bread of God feeding hungry hearts, 
Giving life to us, to all the world.  (R) 
 
“I am the living spring of eternal life;  
You that drink from me shall not thirst again”. (R)  
 
“I am the bread of life giving life to you; 
You that eat this bread shall never die.” (R)  
 
“All those who feed on me have their life in me, 
As I have my life in the living God.” (R)  
 
All praise to you, O Christ, present in this feast,  
In this bread we share in one life, one God. (R)  
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
 
Closing Blessing 
God of Aggiornamento, may Your Word and Spirit transform our lives, set us free, and bless us 
always. Let the church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song – Lead me, God (Becker)  
Blessed are the poor in spirit, Longing for their God,  
for God’s coming kin-dom shall be theirs. 
Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled,  
and the meek shall come to rule the world. 
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way. 
 Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 
Blest are they who through their life-times sow the seeds of peace,  
all will call them children of their God. 
 Blest are you, though persecuted in your holy life, for in heaven, great is your reward.  
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social 
justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our 

community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  
 

 


