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•Making Catholicism relevant •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 

 

September 18, 2022 
Worship Aid 

  
Welcome & Announcements 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Know that 
wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are 
glad you are joining us.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the spoken responses printed in bold italics. During the prayer intentions – if 
our technology cooperates, you will be invited to unmute yourself and offer prayer 
intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You 
may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy 
concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song : Days of Elijah (Robin Mark) 
 
These are the days of Elijah declaring the word of our God, 
And these are the days of Your servant, Deb-rah, wisdom and justice restored. 
 
These are the days of great trials, of ravage, oppression, and war, 
Still we are the voice in the desert crying, prepare ye the way of our God. 
 
Behold God’s here, dancing in the wind, shining like the sun, raining down anew.  
Lift your voice, [it’s the] year of Jubilee, open up your heart and live in truth. 
 
And these are the days of Ezekiel, the dry bones becoming as flesh 
And these are the days of Your servant, Mary, proclaiming Love stronger than death. 
 
And these are the days to do justice. A harvest to be sown in peace 
And we are the laborers that are in Your vineyard, making new wine for that feast 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith:  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be 
with you.  And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
Loving God, Source of our divinity and our humanity, we acknowledge our human 
struggles… 
 
We struggle to include those we would more easily exclude.   
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to love all whom we would make enemies. 
God is inclusive love. 
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We struggle to feed all who hunger and offer drink to all who thirst. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to forgive those who have harmed us. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to love one another as we struggle to love ourselves. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
May we realize that we are made of the essence of God’s goodness, and that God’s 
goodness is revealed in us.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading: Amos 8:4-7, 9-10 
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Amos:  
 
God spoke to Amos, saying, “Tell the people:  Hear this, those of you who trample on the 
needy and destroy the poor of the land.  You ask, ‘When will the New Moon festival be 
over so that we can sell grain?  When will the Sabbath be over so that we can open the 
grain bins for business as usual, diminishing the ephah, the measure, adding to the shekel 
to boost the price, and fixing our scales for cheating?  We will buy the destitute for silver 
and the poor for a pair of sandals.  We’ll sell even the grain that is worthless.’” 
 
God has sworn by the Glory and Pride of Jacob, Rachel, and Leah, “I will never forget any 
of their deeds.  On that day, I will make the sun set at midday and, in broad daylight, I 
will cover the land with darkness.  I will turn your feasts into mourning and all your songs 
into dirges.  I will cover the loins of all with sackcloth and make every head bald.  I will 
make it like the time of mourning for an only child and its outcome like a day of bitter 
weeping.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 113:1-9 
 
Our Psalm Response is:  Hallelujah!  Blessed be The Name. 
R: Hallelujah!  Blessed be The Name. 
 
From the darkness of distant space 
 to the sun's awakening of Earth's skin, 
 the Name of God is praised! 
For God is all in all.  
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God’s glory extends beyond the heavens! 
R: Hallelujah!  Blessed be The Name. 
 
Who is like You, O God?  
Who is beyond all that can be seen, 
  yet makes known the unknowable? 
Who spins with the heavens  
 and dances upon Earth? 
Who is like You? 
R: Hallelujah.  Blessed be The Name. 
 
This God raises those who are poor out of the dust, 
 and lifts those in need from the ashes. 
This God seats them as royalty at table. 
This God takes away shame placed upon woman-kind 
 that she might bear a hundred blessings in joy.  
R: Hallelujah.  Blessed be The Name. 
 
Second Reading – 1 Timothy 6:7-11, 17-19 
 
A Reading from the first letter to Timothy: 
 
We brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it.  If we have food 
and clothing, we will be content with that.  Those who want to get rich fall into 
temptation and a trap.  They fall into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people 
into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil.  Some 
people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs.  Instead, you who love God, pursue righteousness, devotion, faith, love, patience, 
and gentleness. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation             Mass of Glory 
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Gospel  - Luke 16:1-13 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus told his disciples a parable: 
There was a very wealthy landowner who, having received reports of a steward 
squandering the property, called the steward in and asked, “What is this I hear about you?  
Give a full accounting of all your management to date, because you cannot be my 
steward any longer.” 
  
The steward thought, “What should I do now?  My boss is taking away my job.  I’m not 
strong enough to dig, and I’m ashamed to beg.  I know what I’ll do so that when I am 
dismissed as steward, people will welcome me into their homes.” 
 
Summoning each of the landowner’s debtors one by one, the steward asked the first, 
“How much do you owe my employer?” 
 
“A hundred jugs of olive oil.” 
  
The steward said, “Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it fifty.” 
Then the steward asked the second debtor, “And how much do you owe?” 
       
“A hundred containers of wheat.” 
 
The steward said, “Take your bill and make it eighty.” 
  
Upon hearing this, the owner commended the dishonest steward because he had acted 
shrewdly.  For marketplace-minded people are more astute in dealing with their own kind 
than are people who are just and kind.  So, I tell you, use dishonest wealth to gain friends 
for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal dwellings.  
  
Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.  So, if you have not been 
trustworthy in handling unrighteous wealth, who will trust you with true riches?  And if 
you have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you a place to 
live of your own?  
  
No servant can serve two leaders. You will hate the one and love the other, or be devoted 
to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Wealth. 
 
The Gospel of God.    
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 
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Homily 
 
Profession of Faith: based on the words of Saint Oscar Romero 
 
We believe that the mission of the church is to awaken the spiritual meaning of life, 
 the divine worth of human action.  
The church brings this service of promoting spiritual dynamism to everyone. 
 
We believe that we have to see the truth with our own eyes wide open 
 and our feet firmly planted on the ground,  
but with our hearts full to bursting with the gospel and God, 
in order to search for the solution of justice. 
Only justice can be the root of peace. 
 
We believe that the language used for preaching is for planting seeds of hope.   
Yes, it denounces earthly injustices, abuses of power, 
 but not with hatred, rather with love, calling for conversion.   
 
We believe that a gospel that doesn’t take into account the rights of human beings,  
a Christianity that doesn’t make positive contributions to the history of the world, 
is not the authentic doctrine of Christ, but rather simply an instrument of power.  
 
We believe that each of us has to have a burning commitment to justice,  
to human rights, to freedom, to equality.   
The church calls us to do justice and to love one another like family.    
We believe that we must be attentive to the voice of the Spirit: 
 be converted, follow this gospel, this call from God. Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People 
“Hear this, those of you who trample on the needy and destroy the poor of the land.”  
“God seats those who are poor as royalty at table.”  Let us pray for the strength to do 
justice, and for all that we and the world need.   
 
Our response:     Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
  
That we hear and heed the message of Amos, that God takes special note of people and 
countries that abuse or neglect those who are poor in any way … we pray … 
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
 
For the grace to be the hands of God, raising those who are poor out of the dust and lifting 
those in need from the ashes … let us pray …  
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
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That with Timothy we might flee from the love of money, pursuing a just life of faith, love, 
patience, and gentleness … we pray …  
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well 
as the blood of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden 
of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
   
For those who oppose us when we fight against the intense concentration of wealth and 
power in our economic system … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-enriched 
community working for economic justice and peace.  We remember the universal needs 
of all of humanity, who are surrounded by war, dramatic economic injustice, and soul-
searing violence of many other kinds. 
 
After each petition:  Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
 
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have gone 
home to God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the 
silence of our hearts…     
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: Let us stand in solidarity with those who are poor. 
 
Concluding Prayer: (Presider)  
 
Offertory Song – May You Cling to Wisdom (Warner) 
 
May you cling to wisdom, for she will protect you; 
And if you cherish her, she will keep you safe. 
 
Take heed my children and listen to my words, 
And all your years shall be rich and filled with joy. 
For I have taught you in ways of wisdom, and paths of honesty.  (R) 
 
More than all else, set a guard upon your heart, 
Since here is found the well-spring of your soul! 
Upon your journey, let wisdom grace you with steadfast vision.  (R)   
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So may you treasure the things I have to say. 
These words of truth shall lead you all to life! 
Pray for perception, hold fast to wisdom, do not forget her! (R)   
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of 
life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live 
the Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   
 
Prayer with our Gifts  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.    And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Gracious God, we gather to acclaim our thanks and praise.  
 
Presider: You have called us into birth and gifted our youthfulness. You have protected 
our growth and blessed our maturity. You have graced our transitions, amid the changes 
of life.  
All:  And you have called us as a people of faith, to embrace our world with faith and 
new vision.  
 
Presider:  With gratitude in our hearts, we thank you for being our companion on the 
journey. And so we join with all who lift their voices in joy throughout the world and the 
cosmos, as we sing our song of unending praise:   
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Sanctus    

 
 
Voice 1: Gracious God, all creation celebrates your empowering presence.  
All: All your creation hungers for the new life you promise.  
 
Voice 1: In Jesus, our friend and liberator, you reveal our humanity come of age, the 
evolutionary fulfillment of many eons, the invitation to wholeness and the promise of new 
life. 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
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Presider: In the power of the creative Spirit, Jesus lived life to the full. We, too, are blessed 
in the power of that same Spirit, which we now invoke upon all gathered here, to 
celebrate the transformative energy, symbolized in our gifts of bread and wine, given to 
nourish and sustain us into the fullness of life, that they may become the body and blood 
of Jesus. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said 
the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 
This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   
 

[pause] 
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his 
friends and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new 
and ever-lasting covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Presider: Nurtured by your Word, nourished by your food; called anew to be your people, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith:   [Sung] 
 

 
Voice 2: As a Christian people we inherit a story of liberation and new life.  
All: We remember the blessings of ages past, and we look forward in hope, knowing that 
you, our wise and faithful God, will continue to empower us in our earthly mission.  
 
 
Voice 2: As a people called to share in the feast of love at this table: 
All:  we invoke upon all gathered here, the empowering Spirit of courage and wisdom, so 
that we, too, are empowered to be agents of Gospel liberation. 
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Voice 3: We unite in thought and prayer with all who are weighed down by oppression, 
trapped in poverty, victimized by violence and exploitation.  
All:  We grieve for all who will never reach their full potential, because of the greed 
perpetuated by unjust systems. 
 
Voice 3: Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic.  
All: Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You.  
 
Presider:  Bless us, O God of liberation, to work for the freedom of all, 
All: to bring about a world where justice can reign and love can flourish. 
 
Presider:  In the fellowship of our faith, with all the living and those gone before us, 
confirm our hearts in this resolve.  
All:  May we never betray that fullness of life to which you invite all your people. 
 
 
In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows:  

 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 

 In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
 In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
 We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
The Great Amen.  [sung]     

 
 
Prayer of Jesus (sung – Kosits) 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version:  
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Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God          

 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that 
this is God’s table, and not ours, and that all are truly welcome and invited to the table. 
May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that 
knows no bounds. Amen.  
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Communion Song: By Breath  
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
The air that is my breath is the air that you are breathing 
And the air that is your breath is the air that I am breathing 
The wind rising in my breast is the wind from the east, from the west 
From the north, from the south, breathing in, breathing out 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
The water that is my blood, my sweat, tears from crying 
Is the water that is your blood, your sweat, tears from crying 
And the rising of the tide is in our veins and in the ocean wide 
We are in the rising steam, rushing river, running stream 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
The fire in my heart, my soul flame burning 
Is the fire in your heart, your soul flame burning 
We are Spirit burning bright, by the light of day, in the dark of night 
We are shining like the sun, and like the moon, like the Holy One 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
 

Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Shout to Our God (Zschech) 
 
Creator, O Spirit, God, we are one in You. 
All of our days, we want to praise the wonders of your holy love. 
Our comfort, Our shelter, Refuge of safety and strength.  
Let every breath, all that we are, never cease to share your love. 
 
Shout to our God, all the earth let us sing. 
Stars, planets, living things, praises we bring. 
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar at the sound of Your name.  
We sing for joy at the work of your hands. 
Forever in Your Love, a world without end. 
Nothing compares to the hope that we have in You. 
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice 
activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, 

please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Our lectionary readings come from the inclusive language Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy 
Corran and Jane Via and are available at https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 Mass setting is Mass for Sr. Thea Bowman by Aaron 
Matthews. Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language. No 

copyright infringement is intended. 
 

Our Eucharistic Prayer is adapted from “Eucharistic Prayer: Calling Forth The Adult” by Diarmuid 
O'Murchu. The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways 

throughout the centuries. This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, 
Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


