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•Making Catholicism relevant •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 

 

September 11, 2022 
Worship Aid 

  
Welcome & Announcements 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Know that 
wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are 
glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority 
of the service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join 
us in saying the spoken responses printed in bold italics. During the prayer intentions – if 
our technology cooperates, you will be invited to unmute yourself and offer prayer 
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intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You 
may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy 
concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song : Sing to the Mountains (Dufford) 
 
Sing to the mountains, sing to the sea.   
Raise your voices, lift your hearts.                      
This is the day our God has made.  Let all the earth rejoice. 
 
I will give thanks to you, my God.  You have answered my plea.   
You have saved my soul from death.  You are my strength and my song. (R) 
 
Holy, holy, holy God, heaven and earth are full of your glory. (R) 
 
This is the day that our God has made. Let us rejoice and be glad.   
God has turned all death to life.  Sing of the glory of God.  (R) 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing the name of our God with the sign of our faith:  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be 
with you.  And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
Loving God, Source of our divinity and our humanity, we acknowledge our human 
struggles… 
 
We struggle to include those we would more easily exclude.   
God is inclusive love. 
We struggle to love all whom we would make enemies. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to feed all who hunger and offer drink to all who thirst. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to forgive those who have harmed us. 
God is inclusive love. 
 
We struggle to love one another as we struggle to love ourselves. 
God is inclusive love. 
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May we realize that we are made of the essence of God’s goodness, and that God’s 
goodness is revealed in us.  Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading: Numbers 27:1-7 
 
A Reading from the Book of Numbers:  
 
A claim was presented by the daughters of Zelophehad, who had belonged to the clan of 
Manasseh.  Manasseh was the son of Joseph and his wife.  The names of the daughters 
were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.  The women stood before Moses, the 
priest Eleazar, the leaders, and the whole community, at the entrance to the Tent of 
Meeting.  They stated their case against a traditional practice: “Our father died in the 
desert.  He was not among the company of Korah’s group, those who banded together 
against our God; but he died in the desert in the same way that many others of that 
generation died.  He left no male heirs.  Why should the name “Zelophehad” be taken 
away from our clan because he had no son?  Give us our holding on the same property as 
our father’s brothers.” 
 
Moses took their case before God for a ruling.  God said to Moses, “The daughters of 
Zelophehad are right in what they say: You will indeed give them their property, their 
inheritance among their father’s brothers.  See that their father’s heritage is passed on to 
the daughters." 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
PSALM 71:1-3 + 5-7, 17b + 18 +20-21 
 
The Psalm response is: Restore us to Life. 
R: Restore us to Life. 
 
In you, O God, we take refuge. 
Let us never be shamed. 
In Your justice come to us, deliver us. 
Listen to us and restore us! 
Be our rock of refuge. 
Be our stronghold that we may be safe and secure. 
You are our rock and fortress. 
R: Restore us to Life. 
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You are our hope and our trust from our youth. 
We have have relied on You from birth. 
You brought us forth from our mother’s womb 
with praise on our lips! 
We still proclaim Your wonders! 
R: Restore us to Life. 
 
When we are old and gray, do not forsake us. 
Let us live to declare Your Love to the next generation, 
Your marvelous deeds to all who are to come! 
R: Restore us to Life. 
 
Though we have seen troubles, many and bitter, 
You will restore our life again. 
Even from the depths of Earth, 
You will raise us up. 
You will increase our honor 
and comfort us once more. 
R: Restore us to Life. 
 
Second Reading – 1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
A Reading from the first letter to Timothy: 
 
I am grateful to Jesus the Christ, our Leader and our Holy Servant, who has strengthened 
me.  The Christ, the Anointed One, deemed me faithful, and so appointed me to this 
ministry.  I used to be a blasphemer, a persecutor, a violent person.  I acted ignorantly in 
my unbelief.  However, I have been treated with great compassion.  The grace of God has 
been granted to me in abundance, as has the faith and love which are in Christ Jesus. 
 
Here is a saying that can be trusted and is worthy of your complete acceptance: “Jesus the 
Christ came into the world to welcome all who are lost.”   
 
Of sinners, I am the foremost, but I was dealt with compassionately for this reason: so that 
in me - the worst case of all – Jesus the Christ might demonstrate divine patience, and I 
might become an example to those who would come to believe in Christ for the sake of 
Life everlasting.  To the immortal, invisible, and only God, be honor and glory forever and 
ever!  Amen. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation             Mass of Glory 

 
Gospel  - Luke 15:1-2, 8-32 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A Rendition of a Parable from the Gospel attributed to Luke.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
The tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to listen to Jesus, but the Pharisees 
and scribes began to complain, saying, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with them.”   
So, to the scribes and Pharisees, Jesus addressed this parable: 
 
“What woman, having ten coins and losing one, would not light a lamp and sweep the 
house, searching carefully until she finds it?   And when she does find it, she calls together 
her friends and neighbors and says to them, ‘Rejoice with me because I have found the 
coin that I lost.’  In just the same way, I tell you, there will be rejoicing among the angels 
of God over one sinner who repents.”  
 
Then Jesus told them this parable: “A widow had two daughters.   Neither the widow nor 
her deceased husband had any male heirs in their families.  Under an exception to the law 
crafted by Moses himself, the widow inherited her husband’s property.  The widow had 
no sons.  She knew that her daughters faced a blessing and a curse for she herself had 
discovered the freedom of self-determination and the responsibility of caring for wealth. 
The older daughter seemed to understand that marriage would deprive her of the freedom 
she had developed when her mother inherited her father’s estate; but the younger 
daughter wanted to marry outside her tribe and people.  She needed her inheritance for 
her dowry. 
 
When her mother’s pleading failed to convince her that a better future lay in remaining on 
the estate, the mother gave her younger daughter monies sufficient for a generous dowry 
and took her to the clan of the man she wanted to marry. 
 
For a few years, the mother heard almost nothing of her younger daughter.  Meanwhile, 
the daughter found herself subject to the whims of her husband.  She had no opportunities 
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to use the skills she had developed helping her mother run her father’s estate.  True, she 
now had children of her own, but they were daughters.  Her husband discounted them 
and treated her as if she were barren.  Indeed, he had married another woman who had 
born him a son.  When she attempted to talk to him about her status, he struck her and 
demanded she be silent.  She was a foreigner, unloved, unappreciated, ignored or 
physically abused.  She hated her life and she hated herself.  She longed for her mother 
and her home. 
 
Considering her unhappy situation, she thought of her mother’s servants whom her mother 
treated better than her own husband treated her.  She thought, if I can leave, I will go to 
my mother and say:  Mother, I have sinned against you and against heaven. I no longer 
deserve to be treated as your daughter, but I ask you to allow me to live with you and my 
sister as a servant. 
 
She traded an expensive ring for one of her husband’s servants to travel with her and take 
her and her daughters home. 
 
While she was yet a long way away, her mother caught sight of her, walking slowly on the 
dusty road with two little girls by her side.  Her heart leaped within her as she imagined it 
was her daughter returning home.  She walked quickly toward the tiny group of travelers.  
When she saw that truly it was her daughter returning home, she ran to her, embraced her 
and kissed her.  She joyfully embraced her granddaughters.  She was filled with 
compassion in their homecoming. 
 
The daughter told her mother the words she had planned to say, asking that she be 
welcomed as a servant into her mother’s home.  Her mother, however, directed the 
servants, saying, ‘Quickly, bring my daughter a fine new robe, put new sandals on her 
feet, and give her a ring.  Take the fattened calf and slaughter it. Then let us celebrate with 
a feast, because this daughter of mine was dead, and has come to life again; she was lost, 
and has been found.  Indeed, she brings me the gift of two beautiful granddaughters I 
would never have known.’ 
 
Now the older daughter had been managing accounts inside the house when she heard 
the sound of servants rushing about preparing a feast.  Musicians were gathering and 
preparing for a dance.  She called one of the servants and asked what this might mean.  
The servant said to her, ‘Your sister has returned!  She has brought two little daughters 
with her and your mother has slaughtered the fattened calf because she has come home 
and has brought her children with her!’ 
 
The older sister became angry.  She refused to greet her younger sister, help prepare the 
feast, or even come out of her room.  Her mother went to her and pleaded with her; but 
the older daughter replied: ‘All these years I served you and not once did I disobey you; 
yet you never gave me even a young goat to feast on with my friends.  Then, this daughter 
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of yours returns, who abandoned you and our estate, who swallowed up your property in 
a dowry to marry a foreigner, and you slaughter the fattened calf for her?’ 
 
The Mother said, ‘My beloved daughter, you are here with me always.  Everything I have 
is yours.  You have been my helper and my companion.  You are the joy of my life.  But 
now we must celebrate and rejoice, because your sister was dead and has come to life 
again.  She was lost and has been found.’” 
 
The Gospel of God.    
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily 
 
Profession of Faith: based on the words of Saint Oscar Romero 
 
We believe that the mission of the church is to awaken the spiritual meaning of life, 
 the divine worth of human action.  
The church brings this service of promoting spiritual dynamism to everyone. 
 
We believe that we have to see the truth with our own eyes wide open 
 and our feet firmly planted on the ground,  
but with our hearts full to bursting with the gospel and God, 
in order to search for the solution of justice. 
Only justice can be the root of peace. 
 
We believe that the language used for preaching is for planting seeds of hope.   
Yes, it denounces earthly injustices, abuses of power, 
 but not with hatred, rather with love, calling for conversion.   
 
We believe that a gospel that doesn’t take into account the rights of human beings,  
a Christianity that doesn’t make positive contributions to the history of the world, 
is not the authentic doctrine of Christ, but rather simply an instrument of power.  
 
We believe that each of us has to have a burning commitment to justice,  
to human rights, to freedom, to equality.   
The church calls us to do justice and to love one another like family.    
We believe that we must be attentive to the voice of the Spirit: 
 be converted, follow this gospel, this call from God. Amen.  
 
Prayers of the People 
 
We have been called to live the equal dignity and worth of all human beings, beyond 
gender.  In light of this living message, let us pray for all that we and the world need.   
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Our response:     Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
That, like Moses, we hear clearly and live out the word of God that all children are 
equally God-beloved, without regard to gender … we pray … 
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
That God, our Prodigal Mother and Father, continue to welcome us all in the divine 
embrace of Love … let us pray …  
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
That as we remember the terrible events of that previous September 11, we commit 
ourselves yet again to building a human community without hatred and violence … we 
pray …  
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
For 33-year-old Ryan Regan, who is struggling with a recurrence of cancer, this time in his 
lungs, and for all whose lives are impacted by cancer, especially those who are young … 
we pray … 
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well 
as the bones of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the garden 
of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
For those who do not accept our commitment to the equality of all human beings before 
God and before humanity … we pray as Jesus said we should …  
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-guided 
community working for inclusive love and justice.  We remember the universal needs of 
all of humanity, who are surrounded by war, racism, and injustices of many other kinds. 
 
After each petition:  Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
 
[After all petitions have been spoken:] 
     
We also lift up those living with illness, injury, loss, and suffering, those who have gone 
home to God, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the 
silence of our hearts…     
For these intentions and for all the prayers remaining in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray … 
All: Lover of human beings, teach us to love like You. 
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Concluding Prayer: (Presider)  
 
Offertory Song – We Are Many Parts (Haugen) 
 
We are many parts, we are all one body,  
and the gifts we have are given to share.  
May the spirit of love make us one indeed;  
one, the love that we share, one, our hope in despair, one, the cross that we bear. 
 
God of all, we look to you, we would be your servants true,  
let us be your love to all the world. R 
 
So my pain is pain for you, in your joy is my joy, too;  
all is brought together in our God. R 
 
All you seekers great and small, seek the greatest gift of all;  
if you love, then you will know our God. R 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of 
life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that this bread of life and spiritual drink will deepen our commitment to live 
the Gospel.  Loving God, strengthen us to witness Your inclusive love.   
 
Prayer with our Gifts  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.    And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
Gracious God, we gather to acclaim our thanks and praise.  
 
Presider: You have called us into birth and gifted our youthfulness. You have protected 
our growth and blessed our maturity. You have graced our transitions, amid the changes 
of life.  
All:  And you have called us as a people of faith, to embrace our world with faith and 
new vision.  
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Presider:  With gratitude in our hearts, we thank you for being our companion on the 
journey. And so we join with all who lift their voices in joy throughout the world and the 
cosmos, as we sing our song of unending praise:   
 
Sanctus    

 
Voice 1: Gracious God, all creation celebrates your empowering presence.  
All: All your creation hungers for the new life you promise.  
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Voice 1: In Jesus, our friend and liberator, you reveal our humanity come of age, the 
evolutionary fulfillment of many eons, the invitation to wholeness and the promise of new 
life. 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 

Presider: In the power of the creative Spirit, Jesus lived life to the full. We, too, are blessed 
in the power of that same Spirit, which we now invoke upon all gathered here, to 
celebrate the transformative energy, symbolized in our gifts of bread and wine, given to 
nourish and sustain us into the fullness of life, that they may become the body and blood 
of Jesus. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said 
the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 
This is my body. Do this in memory of me.”   
 

[pause] 
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his 
friends and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new 
and ever-lasting covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Presider: Nurtured by your Word, nourished by your food; called anew to be your people, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith:   [Sung] 
 

 
Voice 2: As a Christian people we inherit a story of liberation and new life.  
All: We remember the blessings of ages past, and we look forward in hope, knowing that 
you, our wise and faithful God, will continue to empower us in our earthly mission.  
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Voice 2: As a people called to share in the feast of love at this table: 
All:  we invoke upon all gathered here, the empowering Spirit of courage and wisdom, so 
that we, too, are empowered to be agents of Gospel liberation. 
 
Voice 3: We unite in thought and prayer with all who are weighed down by oppression, 
trapped in poverty, victimized by violence and exploitation.  
All:  We grieve for all who will never reach their full potential, because of the greed 
perpetuated by unjust systems. 
 
Voice 3: Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of 
pandemic.  
All: Be with all who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You.  
 
Presider:  Bless us, O God of liberation, to work for the freedom of all, 
All: to bring about a world where justice can reign and love can flourish. 
 
Presider:  In the fellowship of our faith, with all the living and those gone before us, 
confirm our hearts in this resolve.  
All:  May we never betray that fullness of life to which you invite all your people. 
 
 
In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows:  

 
In the name of God, Source of Life, 

 In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation, 
 In the name of the Spirit, Source of Freedom, 
 We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
The Great Amen.  [sung]     
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Prayer of Jesus (sung – Kosits) 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version:  
 

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God          

 
We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that 
this is God’s table, and not ours, and that all are truly welcome and invited to the table. 
May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that 
knows no bounds. Amen.  
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Communion Song: Bread of Life (Fisher) 
 
Bread of life and cup of hope, we come as gift to you.  
Change our hearts; fill us with peace. Transform our lives a-new.  
Open our eyes so that we might see your presence in one another.  
Your life poured out in love today unites us all in you. 
 
Loving God, Creator God, open our eyes to see  
the good that lives in each of us, that called the world to be,  
and when we fail to see the good, when friendships falter and crumble,  
give us the courage to forgive that we may live in peace. 
 
Living Word, O Son of God, your love shows us the way  
that we may live in harmony, and from you never stray.  
Wipe all oppression from our midst; give us a love for all people.  
Your song of justice sing in us, to live for peace today. 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Our Mass has ended, our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Lead me God (Becker) 
 
Blessed are the poor in spirit, Longing for their God,  
for God’s coming kin-dom shall be theirs. 
 Blessed are the sorrowing, for they shall be consoled, 
 and the meek shall come to rule the world. 
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth 
 to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 
Blest are they who through their life-times sow the seeds of peace,  
all will call them children of their God.  
Blest are you, though persecuted in your holy life, for in heaven, great is your reward.  
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Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 
Lead me, God, lead me, on by the light of truth  
to seek and to find the narrow way.  
Be my way; be my truth; be my life, my God, and lead me, God, today. 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman 
Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future 

generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice 
activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, 

please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Our lectionary readings come from the inclusive language Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy 
Corran and Jane Via and are available at https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 Mass setting is Mass for Sr. Thea Bowman by Aaron 
Matthews. Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language. No 

copyright infringement is intended. 
 

Our Eucharistic Prayer is adapted from “Eucharistic Prayer: Calling Forth The Adult” by Diarmuid 
O'Murchu. The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways 

throughout the centuries. This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, 
Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


