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•Making Catholicism relevan t •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
Palm Sunday – April 10, 2022 

 
 

Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Whoever 
you are and wherever you are on your journey, you are welcome here, just as you are. We 
are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask you to remain muted during the service, 
but invite you to sing along at home and join in the responses printed in bold. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar to fully participate in our communion. 
For today’s Palm Sunday service, you may with to have branches, flowers, or colored 
paper or fabric to wave in front of your camera during the singing of the Hosanna. Prayer 
intentions may be typed in the chat at any point in time.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy 
as we begin.  
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Blessing of the Palms 
Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of 
the Paschal Mystery.  We remember Jesus’ arrival in ancient Jerusalem through our actions 
this evening.  We remember these events with hindsight as to their meaning and with 
knowledge of the events to come.  In all of it, we seek blessing. We ask the Spirit of Life, 
which is Life, to bless these branches and make them holy as we joyfully acclaim Jesus as 
our Messiah.   
 
Bless us who receive these branches.  Bless the homes to which we carry these palms. 
Bless us as we remember Jesus’ journey from triumph to the cross, through death to new 
life. Amen.  

 
Opening Reading: Luke 13:31-35 
 
After teaching in parables about the kin-dom of God, some Pharisees came and said to 
Jesus.  
 
Pharisee(s):  "Get away from here, Herod wants to kill you."   
 
Jesus: "Go and tell that fox for me, 'Hear this: Today and tomorrow, I am casting out 
demons and healing; and on the third day, my work is finished.  Yet for today, tomorrow, 
and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed 
outside of Jerusalem.’"  

[Brief pause] 
“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her 
wings, and you were not willing!  See your house is left desolate.  And I tell you, you will 
not see me again until you say:  
 
ALL: Blessed is the One who comes in the Name of God. 

 
Opening Song & Procession 
 
Let Heaven rejoice and earth be glad 
Let all creation ring!  
Let children proclaim in every land  
Hosanna, let us sing!  
 
Sound the trumpet into the night  
The day of our God is near.  
Wake the people, lift your voice,  
Proclaim it to the world! R.  
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Rise in splendor, shake off your sleep 
Put on your robes of joy!  
And in the morning you shall see 
The glory of our God! R.  

 
Opening Prayer 

 
First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-8a 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah:  
 
“Here is my servant whom I uphold, My Chosen One with whom I am pleased.  Upon this 
servant, I have put my spirit.  My Chosen One shall bring forth justice to all peoples 
throughout the world.  This servant will not cry out, nor shout, nor speak loudly in the 
street.  A bruised reed this servant will not break.  A dimly burning wick this servant will 
not quench. 
Instead, the Chosen One will faithfully bring forth justice.  The Chosen One will not grow 
dim or be bruised until justice on earth is established.  The coastlands will wait for the 
Chosen One’s teaching." 
 
Thus also says God, our God, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who 
spread out Earth and its produce, Who gives breath to its people and spirit to those who 
walk on Earth: “I, your God, have called you for justice.  I have grasped you by the hand.  
I formed you, and set you as a covenant for the people, enlightenment for the nations, to 
open the eyes of the blind, to bring out prisoners from confinement, and - from the 
dungeon - those who live in the depths.  I am God.  Holy is My name.  My glory I give to 
no other, nor My praise to idols." 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Psalm: Psalm 85: 1-14, arr. Merrill, edited & adapted 
The psalm response is: You, Beloved, are our Peace.   
R: You, Beloved, are our Peace. 
 
O Beloved, how gracious You are to Your people; 
You restore our souls time and time again. 
You forgive our distractions 
  when we wander far from You; 

You give us new life. 
Yes, You bless us and raise up new hope; 

You awaken our hearts to love. 
R: You, Beloved, are our Peace. 
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Restore us again, O Spirit of Truth; 
burn us with the refining Fire of Love! 

We cannot live separated from You; 
cast out the demons of fear, doubt, and illusion. 

Revive us again, we pray;  
may Your people rejoice in You! 

Have compassion on your people, O Holy One, 
and grant us Your forgiveness. 

R: You, Beloved, are our Peace. 
 
We will listen to You, O Beloved,  

in the silent Chapels of our hearts. 
The Beloved will speak of peace to us, 

to the hidden saints, to all who turn their hearts to Love. 
Surely new life is at hand for those who reverence Love. 
O, that harmony might dwell among the nations,  

that glory might dwell in the land. 
R: You, Beloved, are our Peace. 

 
Kindness and truth will meet. 
Justice and peace will embrace. 
Wisdom will spring up from the ground 

and truth will look down from the sky. 
Yes, the Eternal Giver will grant what is good, 

and the lands will yield abundantly. 
Mercy and compassion are Love’s way, and  

will guide our footsteps upon the path of peace. 
R: You, Beloved, are our Peace. 

 
Second Reading: Philippians 2:6-11 
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians: 
 
Jesus the Christ, in his humanity, bore divinity, 
 yet did not take advantage of equality with God. 
Rather, Jesus poured himself out as a servant, 
 identifying with humanity in its fullness.  
Jesus humbled himself, 
 accepting death - even death on a cross -  
 instead of seeking glory. 
 
God raised Jesus up, 
 and gave Jesus the Name that is above all Names. 
At this Name all shall pay homage. 
Throughout the Cosmos, 
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 all will acknowledge that Jesus the Christ,  
the Anointed One,  
became the Cosmic Christ, 
revealing the glory of our Loving God in life and in death. 

 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 

Gospel Acclamation (sung – St. Louis Jesuits)  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, on high!  
 
Gospel: Luke 19:28-42 
God is with you.  And also with you. 
A Reading from the Gospel according to Luke 
 Glory to You, O God. 
 
Jesus was going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the 
place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden. 
Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say this: ‘The 
teacher needs it.’”  
 
So, the messengers went ahead and found everything as Jesus had told them.  As they 
were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?”  They said, 
“The Teacher needs it.”  Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on the 
colt for Jesus to mount.   
 
While Jesus rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road.  As Jesus was 
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of disciples 
began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the great things that they had seen, 
saying, 

 
“Blessed is the One 

   who comes in the name of God! 
Peace in heaven, 

   and glory in the highest!” 
 
Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to stop 
this!”  Jesus answered, “I tell you, if these keep silence, the stones will cry out.” 
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As Jesus came near and saw the city, he wept over it.  He said, “If only you had only 
recognized this day the things that make for peace!  But now, they are hidden from your 
eyes.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 

 
Gospel Acclamation [sung – St. Louis Jesuits]  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, on high!  
 
Homily 

 
[Moment of Silence] 

Prayers of the Faithful  
“Jesus poured himself out as a servant, identifying with humanity in its fullness.”   “If only 
you had recognized this day the things that make for peace!”  Let us ask God to open our 
hearts to a life of service and peace-seeking, especially in this time of war and fear. 
 
Our psalm response will be sung:      
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.     
  
That with the crowds around Jesus we refuse to keep silent, crying out for justice and 
peace in our time … we pray … 
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.            
 
That we respond to God’s charge to us, to open the eyes of those who cannot see, to bring 
out prisoners from whatever confines them, and to lift up those who live in the depth of 
despair … we pray …  
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.         
 
That, in spite of everything, we join the early followers of Jesus in praising God joyfully 
with a loud voice for all the great things that we have seen … we pray …  
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.          
  
That this Earth, which contains the dust of countless generations of our ancestors, as well 
as the bones of our contemporaries killed in war, become for them and for us the Easter 
garden of resurrection and new life … we pray …  
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.          
   
For those who are leading and perpetrating the atrocities of war … we pray as Jesus said 
we should …  
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.          
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Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Paschal 
community of joys and sorrows.  We remember the universal needs of all of us, who are 
being assaulted by war, racism, and injustices of many kinds.      

(short pause) 
Let us take a moment, mindful of the cost of discipleship, to lift up those facing illness, 
injury, and suffering, those who have gone home to the Creator, and all the prayers here 
today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts… 

(Short pause) 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community 
prayer book   . . . we pray …  
All: O God, hear our prayer. O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.           
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
We pray…Amen.  

 
Offertory Song: Beyond the Days (Manalo) 
Beyond the days of hope and mystery  
we see a light of faith renewed, 
and in our longing we thirst for guidance  
to walk with you day by day. 
 
Forty days and nights, you guide the steps of our journey. 
May your presence be felt in the whisper of your voice. R 
 
Not on bread alone are we to walk on this journey. 
Speak the words that give life to the yearnings of our hearts. R 
 
In your hands, O God, we feel the touch of your guidance. 
Keep us safe in your care: may your gentleness be there. R 
 
On our Lenten path we see the dawn of a new day. 
Be our vision of hope; be the promise of our lives. R 

 
Preparation of the Bread and Wine 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, 
which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of 
life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, 
fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us 
in our thirst.  
Blessed be God forever.  
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Pray that our offering is one that God desires.  
We are gathered in Your name. Be with us in our midst.  
 
Prayer with our Gifts 
… We pray in Jesus’ name…Amen  

 
Our Eucharist 
 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
We open our hearts to God and to one another.   
 
Transforming God, Your presence has remained with us throughout our Lenten journey. 
Remain with all those who journey through wilderness and hardship. Show us the path for 
our journey with You this Holy Week. Transform us to live the Gospel more deeply in all 
we think, say, and do.   
 
Voice 1: Through Jesus’ healing acts and radical teachings, we are mindful of Your call for 
us to model Your unconditional love and compassion, even when it is countercultural.  
We commit ourselves to follow where Your Spirit leads us.  We are grateful for your 
assurance of love in the face of hatred, and justice amidst oppression.  With trust and 
thanksgiving, we sing in unending praise:   

 
Sanctus (St. Louis Jesuits) 
 
Holy, holy, holy God. God of spirit and life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna, Hosanna on high.   
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, on high!  
 
Voice 2: God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, 
still we gather in Your name. In this time of pandemic, war, anxiety, and fear, reassure us 
that we are not alone. In Jesus we learn how to show up for one another, embrace the 
Gospel, and protest injustice. Jesus sought out those in need of community. He befriended 
the ones who were isolated. He challenged the structures that destroy. 
 
Voice 3: Through his life, you taught us that the same capacities live in us. We too can 
choose the way of service to collective life. You have given each of us gifts to play our 
part. The same spirit of courage that kept Jesus proclaiming love even in the face of death 
lives in us. 
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[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 

Presider: We remember the gift that Jesus gave, when he gathered with his friends on the 
night before he died, to share a final Passover meal with them.  We recognize Your Spirit 
present in these elements of creation.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies 
and transforms these gifts.  May this bread and wine become for us a tangible sign of Jesus 
present in us and among us.  We remember that… 
 
All…Jesus took bread and broke it to restore the unity of our broken world.  Jesus 
blessed You, God of healing and hope, and shared the bread with those at table, saying:  
“Take this all of you and eat. This is my body which will be given up for you and for all.” 

 
[Pause] 

 
Then offering the cup of blessing, poured out for the liberation of all, Jesus gave thanks 
and shared the cup saying:  “Take this all of you and drink from it.  This is the cup of my 
life-blood, the cup of my love, the new and everlasting covenant. In prophetic solidarity, 
it is poured out for you and for all.  Sustain one another in the power of sacred 
memory.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung – Tompkins] 
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, lives in us, rising in our hearts. 
 
Voice 1: We thank You for being with us during these chaotic times in our society, for 
being present to us in our fears, and for making us partners in Your prophetic call for 
justice in our world.  Help us recognize that our priority is solidarity and right relationship 
with all people, rather than the pursuit and accumulation of personal wealth and power, 
so highly valued in our culture.   
 
Voice 2: We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  
We see Your sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  
Be with all who are sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and 
gone before us into the fullness of union with You.  Free us to live without fear in the 
mystery of Your love and presence. 
 
Presider: Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life 
to share in Your one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all 
creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Great Amen  
In the name of God, Source of Life, 
In the name of Jesus, Source of Transformation 
In the name of the Spirit, Source of Wisdom, 
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We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[Sung]                   Angrisano  
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 

 
Prayer of Jesus (sung – Kosits) 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in 
praying in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung 
contemporary version:  

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 

May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
Not an easy peace, not an insignificant peace, not a halfhearted peace, but the peace of 
God in Jesus the Christ be with you all.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of Christ’s peace.  

 
Lamb of God (sung - Isele) 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
Presider: 
This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people.  
We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
All are welcome and invited to receive, for this is God’s table, not ours. Whenever and 
wherever we gather, we are the church and God is with us. May all who share with us in 
this communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
Communion Song: Companions on the Journey (Landry) 
 
We are companions on the journey,  
breaking bread and sharing life; 
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And in the love we bear is the hope we share,  
for we believe in the Love of our God, 
We believe in the Love of our God. 
 
No longer strangers to each other;  
No longer strangers in God’s House: 
We are fed and we are nourished,  
by the strength of those who care; 
By the strength of those who care. (R) 
 
We have been gifted with each other,  
and we are called by the Word of our God. 
To act with justice, to love tenderly,  
and to walk humbly with our God, 
To walk humbly with our God. (R) 
 
We will seek and we shall find:  
We will knock and the door will be opened: 
We will ask and it shall be given,  
for we believe in the Love of our God, 
We believe in the Love of our God. (R) 
 
We are made for the glory of our God,  
for service in the name of Jesus; 
To walk side by side with hope in our hearts,  
for we believe in the Love of our God, 
We believe in the Love of our God. (R) 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
Prayer after Communion  
 
Closing Blessing 
Our response today will be “Hosanna!” 
 
Sending Forth 
This Mass is ended.  Holy Week is begun.   
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Closing Song: Blessed Be Your Name (Redman) 
Blessed be Your name in the land that is plentiful, 
Where Your streams of abundance flow;  
blessed be Your name. 
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Blessed be Your name when I’m found in the desert place, 
When I walk through the wilderness;  
blessed by Your name. 
 
Every blessing You pour out I’ll turn back to praise. 
When the darkness closes in, God, still I will say: 
Blessed be the name of our God.  Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of our God.   
Blessed be Your holy name. 
 
Blessed be Your name when the sun’s shining down on me, When the world’s all as it 
should be;  
blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be Your name on the road marked with suffering; 
Though there’s pain in the offering, blessed be Your name.  R 
 
You give and take away.  You give and take away. 
My heart will choose to say,  
“God, blessed be Your name.” 
 
Blessed be the name of our God.  Blessed be Your name. 
Blessed be the name of our God.   
Blessed be Your holy name.  (Repeat) 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a 
transformed Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this 

dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we 
support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage 
of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 

http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary  
by Nancy Corran and Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 


