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•Making Catholicism relevant •Restoring women’s ordination 

  •Living the change we envision 

The Prayer of Esther, from the African American Catholic Youth Bible 
 

Contemplative Liturgy 
5th Sunday of Lent 

April 3, 2022 
 
 

Introduction & Welcome  
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather from locations all 
around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just 
as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
Today we gather for a quiet, contemplative style of Eucharist. We are glad you are joining us.  
Please note that during the Scripture readings, and at other times during the liturgy, there will be 
moments of silence for prayer and reflection. 
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the 
responses printed in bold in the Worship Aid. At the time of the prayers of the people, we invite 
you to unmute yourself to offer a brief prayer aloud. Prayer requests may also be offered in the chat 
at any time. You may wish to have bread and wine with you to share in our spiritual communion. 
 
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we begin 
with our opening song. 
 
Opening Song – Stay With Me         Taizé 
 
Stay with me, remain here with me, watch and pray! 
Stay here and keep watch with me. Watch and pray, watch and pray! 
 
Opening Rite      
 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.  Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving-Kindness 
We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as God calls us to: 

[Silence] 
 

Living God, when we are reluctant to enter the wilderness places where we are confronted with 
our true selves, transform our hearts and put a right Spirit within us. Nurture the faint stirrings of 
new life where your spirit has taken root and begun to grow so that we may be strengthened for 
your work, for you alone can bring new life and make us whole. Amen.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading (Lectio Divina):  Esther 12:14-16, 19-20, 23-24 
 
A Reading from the Book of Esther – and let us listen for echoes of the present moment. 
 
Esther, who had been taken into exile, and then, under hidden identity, made queen of her captors, 
was seized with a deadly anxiety after hearing of a plan to destroy her own people.  She fled to 
God. 
 

[Silent reflection] 
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She prayed to the God of her people and said, “O God, you alone are my God.  Help me, who am 
alone, and have no helper but You, for my very life is in my hands.  Ever since I was born, I have 
heard of your wonderful deeds and fulfilled promises to our people.  But now there are those who 
are not satisfied to have oppressed us into bitter slavery, but they have covenanted to destroy Your 
people, Your inheritance, to stop the mouths of those who praise You, and to quench Your altar 
and the glory of Your house. 

[Silent reflection] 
 

Remember Your servant, O God.  Make Yourself known in this time of Your people’s affliction.  
Give me courage, O God of all gods, and true keeper of all realms.  Put eloquent speech in my 
mouth when I enter this lion’s den, that I might put an end to their plot.  Holy One, You are all-
prevailing; listen to the cry of those driven to despair.  Save us from the power of evil, and deliver 
me from my fear! 
 

[Brief pause] 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Brief silence for reflection] 
 

PSALM: Only You, O God [sung]         Briehl 
Only you, O God, and you alone, 

the broken heart console, 
Only you, O God, and you alone, 

the wounded world make whole. 
 
O God, our rock and haven, 
Our stronghold, safe and sure, 
Though earth be torn and shaken, 
In you we stand secure.  R. 
 
You guard us, faithful father, 
Within your shelt’ring palm; 
You nurse us, loving mother, 
With mild and healing balm.  R 
 
We pray do not abandon 
The ones you call your own; 
Our comfort and companion, 
We trust in you alone.  R. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation           Mass of the Desert, Booth 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ.  
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Gospel (Lectio Divina)         John 8:2-11 
Our God is with you. And also with you. 
A reading from the Gospel attributed to John.  Glory to You, O God. 
 
Early one morning, at daybreak, Jesus went to the Temple.  All the people started gathering round, 
so he sat down and began to teach them.  The religious scholars and authorities brought along a 
woman who had been caught in adultery. 

 
[Silent reflection] 

 
Making her stand before all of them, they said to Jesus: “Teacher, this woman was caught in the 
very act of committing adultery.  Now, in the Law, Moses commanded us to stone such women.  
What do you say about it?”  They said this to test him, so that they might have some charge to bring 
against him. 
 

[Silent reflection] 
 
Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger.  As they persisted in their 
questioning, he stood up and said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first 
to throw a stone at her.”  Once again, he bent down and wrote on the ground; but, at his words, 
they all went away, one by one, starting with the oldest among them until the last one had gone.  
Jesus was left alone with the woman, still standing before him. 
 

[Silent reflection for 10-15 seconds] 
 

Jesus stood up again and said to her, “Sister, where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”  She 
replied, “No one.”  And Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you.  Go on your way.” 
 

[Brief silent pause] 
 
The Gospel, the Good News, of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
 
Homily           
 
 
Prayers of the People 
“… they have covenanted to destroy your people, your inheritance …  Make yourself known in this 
time of your people’s affliction.”  Like Esther, let us ask God for all that we and the whole world 
need in this time of war. 
 
Our response will be sung:   
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
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[Brief Pause] 
 

That we show our faith and hope in our work of resistance to the overt and the hidden violence of 
our times …we pray … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 

[Brief Pause] 
 
That we move from words to action to end violence and establish a discipleship of equals … we 
pray … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 

[Brief Pause] 
 
That we remove our own blinders of habit and certainty, so we can see clearly … we pray … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 

[Brief Pause] 
 
In thanksgiving for God’s self-revelation in the diversity of the cosmos, and for the hope of 
resurrection and new life … we pray … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 

[Brief Pause] 
 
For those who are unable to sit in silence, and for the times we also have avoided silence and 
stillness … we pray as Jesus said we should … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Lenten community of joys 
and sorrows.  

[Brief pause] 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the indwelling of the Divine Spirit, Who prays deep in 
the silence of our hearts… 

[pause for a long moment] 
 

For all of our unspoken prayers and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community 
prayer book . . . we pray … 
O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful: 
 
Offertory Song: Bless Our God, My Soul        Hurd 
Bless our God, my soul, and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless our God, my soul, Who leads me into life. 
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Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made.  
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
vine and work of human hands.  
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls to welcome 
and share with others more fully. 
Transform us, O God, we pray. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you. And also in you. 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God. 
We give God thanks and praise. 
 
We thank You, Holy One, for bringing us into being out of nothing, and then raising us up again 
and again.  In gratitude we sing to You our great hymn of praise: 
 
Sanctus           St. Louis Jesuits 
 
Holy, holy, holy God. God of spirit and life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna, Hosanna on high.   
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, on high!  
 
In the fulness of Your time, you took on our humanity in Jesus the Christ, so that we might take on 
divinity.  In Jesus, you shared in every aspect of our life, great and small, the greatest of joys and 
the deepest of sorrows, so that we might know that you are forever God-with-us. 
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 
 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus. We remember that… 
 

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread,  
said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying:  

“Take this, all of you, and eat.  This is my body. Do this in memory of me.” 
 



7  

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 

He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying:  
“Take this all of you and drink. This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you.  

Do this in memory of me.” 
 
 
We remember all that has been done for us: 
 The life of prayer and preaching 
 The healing and the forgiveness 
   The cross 
 The tomb 
 The resurrection 
 The ascension to Your realm, O God, 
 And so we offer to You these gifts, 
 From the gifts you have given us, 
 To us all and for us all. 
 
Through Christ, With Christ, In Christ, In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever. 
Amen.  
 
Prayer of Jesus (adapted from John Phillip Newell)      [spoken] 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated 
and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the 
language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this contemporary version:  
 
Loving God, in whom is heaven, Ground of all being,  
Mother of life, Father of the universe,  
Your name is sacred, beyond speaking. 
May we know your presence.  
May your longings be our longings  
in heart and in action.  
May there be food for the human family today  
and for the whole earth community. 
Forgive us the falseness of what we have done  
as we forgive those who are untrue to us. 
Do not forsake us in the time of conflict  
but lead us into new beginnings.  
For the splendor of life, the vitality of life, and the glory of life  
are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
May the peace of God be with you:  
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
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Lamb of God          Angrisano 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God. 
 Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace. 
 
We are the body of Christ, called to serve God in creation and one another. 
We are happy and blessed to share in this service. 
 
Jesus said, “Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”  
We are gathered in His name, and He is with us.  May all who share with us in this communion of 
Presence and Sacrament be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Nada te Turbe          Taizé 
Nada te turbe, nada te espante 
Quien a Dios tiene, nada le falta 
Nada te turbe, nada te espante 
Solo Dios basta. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Closing Blessing  
 
…Let the church say:  Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 
Our Mass is ended. Our service continues.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Jesus, Remember Me        Taizé 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kin-dom 
Jesus, remember me when you come into your kin-dom 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight. 
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it 
alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and 

a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 
community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended. 
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Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary 
by Nancy Corran and Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 

Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
Our Eucharistic Prayer tonight draws inspiration from many sources, 

including the Byzantine liturgy of St. John Chrysostom, and other sources. 
The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways 

throughout the centuries. This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by RusKosits, Nancy 
Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 

 
 


