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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
4th Sunday in Lent  

March 27, 2022 - Worship Aid  
 

 
Introduction & Welcome  
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Whoever you are and wherever 
you are on your journey, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask you to remain muted during the service, but invite 
you to sing along at home and join in the responses printed in bold. You may wish to have bread 
and wine or something similar to fully participate in our communion. Prayer intentions may be 
typed in the chat at any point in time.  
 
We invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song: All Are Welcome (Haugen) 
Let us build a house where all can dwell and all can safely live. 
A place where saints and children tell how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, rock of faith and vault of grace;  
Here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
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All are welcome, all are welcome, all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak and words are strong and true Where all God’s 
children dare to seek to dream God’s reign anew.  
Here the cross shall stand as witness and as symbol of God’s grace 
Here, as one, we claim the faith of Jesus:  (R) 
 
Let us build a house where love is found in water, wine and wheat: 
A banquet hall on holy ground where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, is revealed in time and space; 
As we share in Christ the feast that frees us:  (R)   
 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy by blessing our God who leads us through the journey of lent and life:  
 + In the name of our God: who is Spirit, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit   
 be with you. And also with you.  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
adapted from a Prayer of Compassion by Mother Teresa 
Living God, when we are reluctant to enter the wilderness places where we are confronted with 
our true selves… Transform our hearts, O God.  
 
When our hunger for power and wealth is greater than our hunger for seeking and doing your 
will…   Transform our hearts, O God. 
 
When we are tempted to use the gifts you give us to benefit ourselves at the expense of serving 
others… Transform our hearts, O God. 
 
Transform our hearts, O God, and put a right Spirit within us. Nurture the faint stirrings of new 
life where your spirit has taken root and begun to grow so that we may be strengthened for the 
work of repairing the world, for you alone can bring new life and make us whole. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading - Genesis 18:1-14            
A Reading from the Book of Genesis: 
 
God appeared to Abraham by the Oaks of Mamre as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat 
of the day. Sarah was inside the tent.   
 
Looking up, Abraham saw three travelers approaching.  When he saw them, he ran from the tent 
entrance to meet them, and bowed to the ground, saying, “Please! Do not pass by your servant.  
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Since your path has brought you so close to my tent, let a little water be brought.  Wash your 
feet, and rest under the tree.  Let me bring a little food, that you may refresh yourselves.  After 
that, continue on your way.” “Very well,” they said, “we will stay.”   
 
Abraham hastened into the tent and said to Sarah, “Quickly, make ready three measures of 
choice flour.  Knead it, and make some bread.”  Abraham then ran to the herd.  He took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to a servant, who hastened to prepare it.  When the meal was ready, 
Abraham took curds and milk, along with the calf, and set the meal before the guests.   
 
Abraham stood nearby while the travelers ate.  Then they asked him, “Where is your wife, 
Sarah?”  He replied, “There, in the tent.” 
 
One of them said, “I will return to you about this time next year. By then, you will have a child.”   
Sarah was listening at the entrance of the tent, just behind.   
 
Now Abraham and Sarah were old, advanced in years, and Sarah had stopped having her 
menstrual periods.  So, Sarah laughed to herself and said, “Now that I am worn out and my 
husband is old, am I still to have sexual pleasure?” But God, through the messenger, asked 
Abraham: “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really bear a child, old as I am?’ Is anything too 
marvelous for God to do?  At the appointed time, about this time next year, I will return to you, 
and Sarah will have a child.” 
 
Sarah spoke saying, “I did not laugh.”  She lied because she was afraid.  But the traveler said to 
her, “Oh yes, you did laugh.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Psalm – Only You, O God  (sung)        Briehl  
 
Only you, O God, and you alone, the broken heart console,  
Only you, O God, and you alone, the wounded world make whole. 
 
1. O God, our rock and haven,  
 Our stronghold, safe and sure,  
 Though earth be torn and shaken,  
 In you we stand secure. R.  
 
2. You guard us, faithful father,  
 Within your shelt’ring palm;  
 You nurse us, loving mother,  
 With mild and healing balm. R. 
 
3. We pray do not abandon  
 The ones you call your own;  
 Our comfort and companion,  
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 We trust in you alone. R. 
 
Second Reading: Philemon 1-2, 8-19a                 
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to Philemon:  
 
Paul, a prisoner of Jesus the Christ, and Timothy our sibling in Christ, to Philemon, our dear 
friend and co-worker, to Apphia our sister, and to Archippus our comrade, the soldier, and to the 
church in your house: 
 
Though I, Paul, in Christ and as an old man, could command you to do what ought to be done, I 
prefer to appeal to you in the name of Love. 
 
As an ambassador, and now a prisoner, for Jesus the Christ, I appeal to you for one who is like 
my own child because I led him to Christ during my imprisonment.  This one has truly become as 
named, Onesimus, "Useful”.  This servant, who had become useless to you, is now useful both to 
you and to me.  It is Onesimus that I send to you—and with Onesimus, my own heart! 
 
I had wanted to keep Onesimus with me, to help me in your place while I am in prison for the 
Good News; but I didn’t want to do anything without your consent.  In that way, any kindness 
you bestow will not be forced upon you but be freely given.  Perhaps it was for this reason that 
your servant was separated from you for a while—that you might receive him back forever, no 
longer as a slave, but as a beloved sibling in Christ, and one especially dear to me.  And how 
much dearer he’ll be to you, since now you’ll know him both in the flesh and in the spirit of 
Christ! 
 
If you regard me as a partner, then welcome Onesimus as you would me.  If he has done you any 
injury, or owes you anything, charge it to me.   
 
I, Paul, write this in my own hand:  I agree to pay. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation  [sung]      Mass of the Dessert, Booth 
 
Glory to you, Word of God, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Gospel: Luke 7:36-50                  
 
Our God is with you.  
And also with you.  
A Reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  
Glory to You, O Christ.  
 
A Pharisee invited Jesus to a meal.  Jesus entered the Pharisee's house and reclined at table.  
Later, a woman from the city, a woman known as a sinner, having learned that Jesus was a guest 
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in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster jar filled with oil of myrrh.  She stood behind Jesus 
and knelt at his feet, weeping.  She wet his feet with her tears and wiped them with her hair, 
kissing his feet and anointing them with the myrrh.  When the Pharisee who had invited Jesus 
saw this, he said to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would have known who and what 
kind of woman this is who is touching him - that she is a sinner.”   
 
Jesus spoke up. “Simon, I have something to say to you.” “What is it, Teacher?” he replied.  
“There was a certain creditor who had two debtors.  One debtor owed five hundred denarii.  The 
other owed fifty.  When neither could not pay, the creditor canceled both debts.  Which of them 
do you think will love the creditor more?”  Simon replied, “I suppose the one for whom the 
greater debt was canceled.”  Jesus said to him, “You have judged rightly.”  Then Jesus turned 
toward the woman, and said to Simon, “Do you see this woman?  I entered your house.  You 
gave me no water for my feet, but she has bathed my feet with her tears and dried them with her 
hair.  You gave me no kiss, but from the time she came in, she has not stopped kissing my feet.  
You did not anoint my head with oil, but she has anointed my feet with myrrh.   
 
“Therefore, I tell you, her wrongdoings, which were many, have been forgiven, for she has 
shown great love.  But the one to whom little is forgiven, loves little.”   
 
Jesus said to the woman, “Your sins are forgiven.”  The others at table wondered to themselves, 
“Who is this, that he can forgive sins?”  
 
Jesus said to the woman, “Your faith has restored you.  Go in peace.” 
 
The Good News of God.  
Praise to you Jesus the Christ.  
 
Homily          
 

[moment of silence]  
 
 

Profession of Faith 
Adapted from The Order of Saint Columba, Patmos Abbey,  “Traveling to Easter with Jesus as 
our Guide” 
 
We believe that our lives are held within the encircling love of God, 
who knows our names and recognizes our deepest needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is the divine Child of the living God, 
and that Christ’s grace is like living waters that can never be exhausted. 
 
We believe in the birthing, renewing, enabling Spirit of God 
who yearns over our welfare as a mother yearns for her child. 
 
We believe that God is in the arid desert as well as in green pastures, 
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and that hard times and disciplines are also loving gifts. 
 
We believe that in the church we are fellow pilgrims on the road, 
and that we are called to love one another as God loves us. 
 
This is our faith and we are humbled to profess it in Jesus the Christ. 
Amen 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Our psalm response will be sung:    
Cantor:  O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us 
All: O God, hear our prayer.  O God, hear our prayer.  Come and listen to us.     
  
        
Concluding Prayer:  
 
Offertory Song: Eye Has Not Seen (Haugen) 
Eye has not seen, ear has not heard  
what God has ready for those who live Love;  
Spirit of Love, come give us the mind of Jesus;  
teach us the wisdom of God. 
 
When pain and sorrow weigh us down, be near to us O God,  
forgive the weakness of our faith, and bear us up within your peaceful word. R 
 
Our lives are but a single breath, we flower and we fade,  
yet all our days are in your hands, so we return in love what love has made. R 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining 
us in our hunger.  
Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.  
Blessed be God forever.  

 
Pray that our offering is one that God desires.  
We are gathered in Your name. Be with us in our midst.  
 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
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God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
 
Let us open our hearts to the One who is Love 
We open our hearts to you, O God 
 
Let us give thanks to God, who gives us courage 
To the One who calls us to lives of service, we give thanks and praise 
 
God of Life, from our beginning, You shaped us to live in service to one another and all the earth. 
Our destinies have always been wrapped up in one another - our individual well-being bound to 
the well-being of all. With the help of Your Spirit, strengthen us to live in ways that bring You 
honor and glory. And so, with all those across generations, we join our voices in singing Your 
unending praise: 
 
Sanctus         St. Louis Jesuits 
 
Holy, holy, holy God. God of spirit and life 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory 
Hosanna, Hosanna on high.   
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God 
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 
Hosanna, Hosanna, on high!  
 
God of all, how wonderful is your holy presence. Though separated by distance, still we gather in 
Your name. In this time of pandemic, anxiety, and fear, reassure us that we are not alone. You 
are always with us. In Jesus we learn how to show up for one another. Jesus lived in service to 
collective well-being. He sought out those in need of community. He befriended the ones who 
were isolated. He challenged the structures that destroy. 
 
Through his life, you taught us that the same capacities live in us. We too can choose the way of 
service to collective life. You have given each of us gifts to play our part. The same spirit of 
courage that kept Jesus proclaiming love even in the face of death lives in us. 
 

(Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.) 
 
Pour out your holy spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them 
be for us the Body of Christ, that we might become Christ’s body, reflecting your diverse image in 
the world. We remember that… 
 

All: 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took bread, blessed it, broke it, gave it to his disciples and said: 
“This is my body which is given for you. Do this in memory of me.” 
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[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: 

“Take this all of you and drink. This cup that is poured out is the new covenant. 
Do this in memory of me.” 

 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:     [sung – Tompkins] 
 
We remember you. We remember you. 
Jesus whose love, lives in us, rising in our hearts. 
 
As we celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection, may we experience anew the call 
you place on our lives to serve one another. In feasting at your table, may our hearts be filled 
with courage once again to follow Christ. Help us to recognize you in one another and to 
remember that You created us to be interdependent. None of us are free unless we are all free. 
Bless us to work for the freedom of all, to bring about a world where justice reigns and love can 
flourish. May we hold our leaders, secular and religious, accountable to the difficult work of 
justice.  
 
We remember everyone who has touched our lives with the Spirit of Your love.  We see Your 
sacredness shining through both the glory and the pain that we experience.  Be with all who are 
sick and with all who are suffering.  Be with all who have died and gone before us into the 
fullness of union with You.  Free us to live without fear in the mystery of Your love and presence. 
 
Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and way of life to share in Your 
one, eternal banquet.  In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus 
through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold; 
With Christ, may all creation be one; 
In Christ, may all divisions be healed; 
In the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever: 
 
The Great Amen      Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
A-men, a-men, a-men, amen. X2 
         
Prayer of Jesus         Kosits 
 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
All:  

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
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May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of Christ, which surpasses all understanding, be with you.  
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God            Isele 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
This is God's holy bread and wine for the transformation of God's holy people. 
We are blessed to share in this transformation. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Whenever and wherever we gather, we are the 
church and God is with us. May all who share with us in this communion be united with us in 
the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song : Now in this Banquet (Haugen)  
Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread;  
here shall all hungers be fed.  
Bread that is broken, wine that is poured,  
Love is the sign of our God. 

 
You who have touched us and graced us with love,  
Make us your people of goodness and light. (R)    
 
Let our hearts burn with the fire of your love;  
open our eyes to the glory of God. (R)    
 
God, you can open hearts that are stone;  
live in our flesh and our bone;  
Lead us to wonder, myst’ry and grace,  
One in your loving embrace. 
 
Prayer After Communion 
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Closing Blessing 
 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Our Mass is ended. Let our service continue. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Go Make a Difference (Angrisano)  
Go make a dff'rence, we can make a diff'rence 
Go make a diff'rence in the world 
Go make a diff'rence we can make a diff'rence 
Go make a diff'rence in the world 
 
We are the salt in the earth, called to let the people see 
The love of God in you and me. 
We are the light of the world, not to be hidden, but be seen 
Go make a diff'rence in the world. R 
 
We are the hands of Christ, reaching out to those in need 
The face of God for all to see 
We are the spirit of hope, we are the voice of peace  
Go make a difference.R 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
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Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary  
by Nancy Corran and Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 

 


