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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 
Baptism by Ivey Hayes  

 
Baptism of Jesus  
January 9, 2022 

 
Prelude 
“Wade in the Water” was written during the era of slavery in the United States but was not 
officially published until 1901. Its lyrics have coded instructions to the enslaved escapees about 
how to avoid being re-captured. It suggests walking or "wading in water" in order to hinder the 
dogs of the enslaved escapee's chasers. The song is normally associated with the Harriet Tubman 
("Moses") and the Underground Railroad. The song also relates to the Bible. Its verses reflect the 
Israelite's escape from Egypt as described in the Book of Exodus. The Chorus also refers to John 
5:4, about The Pool of Bethesda…"For during a certain season an angel descended into the pool 
and stirred the water. Therefore the one who first entered after the stirring of the water was made 
well from whatever disease they had at the time." (Berean Study Bible ) This version of “Wade is 
the Water” is from the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre’s Ailey Spirit Virtual Benefit: 
https://youtu.be/k5IoS5gSA74   
 
Introduction & Welcome  
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. Today we gather from locations 
all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, 
just as you are. We are glad you are joining us.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the bold spoken responses. At the time of the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute 
yourself to offer a prayer intention aloud. Prayer requests may also be offered in the chat at any 
time. You may wish to have bread and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our 
spiritual communion.  
 
I invite you now to take a deep breath and center yourself in the presence of the Holy as we 
begin with our opening song.  
 
Opening Song – By Breath        Sara Thomsen 
 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
By breath, by blood, by body, by spirit, we are all one 
 
The air that is my breath is the air that you are breathing 
And the air that is your breath is the air that I am breathing 
The wind rising in my breast, is the wind from the east, from the west 
From the north, from the south, breathing in, breathing out. R. 
  
The water that is my blood, my sweat, tears from crying 
Is the water that is your blood, your sweat, tears from crying 
And the rising of the tide is in our veins and in the ocean wide 
We are in the rising steam, rushing river, running stream R. 
  
The earth is dust, the earth is clay, flowers blossoming and fading  
We are dust and we are clay, we are blossoming and fading  
Every color, every sound, every place is holy ground  
Oh, every living thing, can you hear it laugh? Can you hear it sing? R.  
 
The fire in my heart, my soul flame burning 
Is the fire in your heart, your soul flame burning 
We are Spirit burning bright, by the light of day, in the dark of night 
We are shining like the sun, and like the moon, like the Holy One R. 
 
Opening Rite 
 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
 And also with you.  
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Knowing God’s Loving-Kindness 
We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as God calls us to:  
 
Breath of God, Breath of life, Breath of deepest yearning. 
Come and transform us.   
 
Comforter, Disturber, Interpreter,  
Come and transform us.  
 
Heavenly Friend, Revealer of truth, Midwife of change, 
Come and transform us.  
 
Loving God let us not settle for false peace. When we see no need to rock the boat, we allow 
injustice to rule and reign. Give us the conviction to take on the work of transforming the world. 
May the God of Wisdom and Justice have compassion on us, forgive us our failings, and 
transform us to be prophets of truth and workers for justice in this world. Amen. 
 
Gloria: Angels We Have Heard on High 
 
Angels we have heard on high,  
sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
and the mountains in reply,  
echo back their joyous strains. (R) 
 
Gloria in excelsis Deo!  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 
Shepherds, why this jubilee?  
Why your joyous strains prolong? 
Say what may the tidings be  
which inspire your heav’nly song. (R) 
 
See Christ in a manger laid,  
Whom the choirs of angels praise 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid 
While our hearts in love we raise.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading                   Isaiah 43:1-7 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
Thus says our God, 
who created you and formed you: 
Do not fear, for I have liberated you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine.  
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When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you;  
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you.  
For I am your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your liberator.  
You are precious in my sight, 
and honored, and I love you.  
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
I will bring your offspring from the east,  
and from the west I will gather you;  
I will say to the north, "Give them up," 
and to the south, "Do not withhold;  
bring my children from far away 
and my descendants from the end of the earth-- 
everyone who is called by my name, 
whom I created for my glory,  
whom I formed and made."  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm 78:12-20 (Nan Merrill, with significant adaptations)   
The Psalm response is: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
R: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
 
God performed miracles for their Hebrew ancestors 
     when they were held captive, under the yoke of slavery. 
Remember how the sea was parted  
     so the people passed through, 
     how the water stood up like a corridor. 
Remember how in daytime, they were led with a cloud, 
     and through the night with a fiery light. 
R: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
 
Recall how the rocks in the desert cracked open, 
     that the people might drink their fill 
 from waters as abundant as the seas,  
           as unfathomable as the deep. 
God brought streams out of a rocky crag, 
    and made water flow down like rivers. 
R: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
 
And yet the people continued to close their hearts, 
    rebelling, in the desert, against God. 
Over and over, they put God to the test, 
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    demanding the food they craved. 
They spoke against God: 
     “Can God really spread a table before us in the desert?” 
R: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
 
“True, God struck the rock, 
    and water gushed out. 
True, streams overflowed. 
But can God also give us bread? 
    Can meat be provided for us?” 
R: You lead us to waters. You prepare for us a table. 
 
Second Reading          Acts 8:14-17 
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles:   
 
When the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent 
Peter and John to them.  
 
The two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the 
Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in the name of Jesus).  
 
Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation: O Holy Night      
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear babies birth. 
Long lay the world in pain and suff’ring pining. 
‘Till Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth. 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices! 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn. 
 
Fall on your knees. Oh hear, the angel voices. 
O night divine, Night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night divine 
 
Truly God taught us to love one another 
God’s law is love and a gospel of peace 
Chains shall we break 
For we share one humanity 
And in God’s name all oppression shall cease. 
Sweet hymns joy, in grateful chorus raise we. 
Let all within us praise God’s holy name. 
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Christ is born! Oh hear the Angel voices. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. 
Noel, noel, O night, O night divine. (Repeat) 
 
Gospel         Luke: 3:15-17, 22-23 
Our God is with you.   And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
All the people were filled with expectation.  All were wondering in their hearts if John might be 
the Messiah.  John answered them, “I baptize you with water.  One who is more powerful than I 
is coming.  I am not worthy to untie his sandals.  That one will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and with fire, with winnowing-fork in hand.  The threshing floor will be cleared.  The wheat will 
be gathered into the barn; but the chaff will be burned in an unquenchable fire.”   
 
After all the people had been baptized and Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 
skies opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. A voice came 
from the heavens, "You are My Beloved One. In you I delight." 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily         Pastor Kori Pacyniak 
 
 
Musical Interlude – Gather at the Water        Sarah Hart 
We will gather at the water, gather at the water  
We will gather at the water, and receive new life.  
 
Profession of Faith: Renewal of Baptismal Promises   
As a community, as the Body of Christ, we take the opportunity on this feast of the Baptism of 
Jesus to remember the promises made at our own baptisms. We begin by praying together:  
 
All: Loving God, as we renew our baptismal promises, we ask that you cleanse us of the pain, 
stress, and trauma of this last year. Fill us, anew, with your Holy Spirit. Restore our souls and 
remind us that we are resilient and beloved. In us, God delights. 
 
Let us respond “We do.”  
 
Do you believe in God, who created all things, whose creative love brought all things into being 
so that all would be in love?  
All:  We do.  
 
Do you believe in Jesus the Christ, whose life and teaching, death and resurrection, brought the 
promise of love, justice and truth to all creation?  
All:  We do. 
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Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,  
The Spirit in which we live as the Body of Christ 
The Spirit who raises us up in courage, compassion and peace, 
The Spirit who unbinds us and sets us free?  
All:  We do.  
 
Do you believe in one Church,  
One Body whose life you are, 
The church where all are welcome?  
All:  We do.  
 
This is our life and our faith. We are proud to profess it through Jesus the Christ.  
All:  Amen.  
 
Prayers of the Peoplei 
 
“I have called you by name, you are mine.”  “… the Holy Spirit descended upon him …” “… 
they received the Holy Spirit …”      Mindful of our own Baptism and anointing with the Spirit, let 
us ask for all that we and the whole world need. 
 
Our response:   Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your own.     Life-giving, energizing Spirit, 
we are Your own.       
 
That we recognize that the message from the heavens, “You are my Beloved One.  In you I 
delight,” is addressed to us as well … we pray … Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your own.         
 
That we devote ourselves to building bridges across the divides of political perspectives, race, 
culture, class, economic status, and all other human differences … we pray … Life-giving, 
energizing Spirit, we are Your own.         
 
In thanksgiving for the waters of Baptism, and for the gift of the winter rains in this dry land … we 
pray … Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your own.         
  
That we never fail to see Your self-revelation in the sun and the moonlight, in the interstellar 
darkness, in the clouds and the wind, in fire and in flame … we pray … Life-giving, energizing 
Spirit, we are Your own.         
   
For all who do not believe that they are God-beloved, and for the times our own trust in that 
message falters … we pray as Jesus said we should … Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your 
own.         
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our Spirit-liberated 
community of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all of us, who have 
been assaulted by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and violence of our time. 
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All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly. 
 

[response after each petition: Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your own. ] 
 
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the indwelling of the Divine Spirit in all of us, all who 
have just been born or are about to be born, those facing illness and suffering, those who have 
gone home to the Creator, and in all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep 
in the silence of our hearts… 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … Life-giving, energizing Spirit, we are Your own.         
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
Offertory Song: Gather Your People        Hurd 
 
Refrain 
Gather your people, O God. 
Gather your people, O God. 
One bread, one body, one spirit of love. 
Gather your people, O God. 
  
Draw us forth to the table of life: 
Grateful companions, 
each of us called to walk in your light. R.  
  
We are parts of the body of Christ, 
needing each other, 
each of the gifts the Spirit provides. R.  
  
Wash us, God, in the waters of life; 
waters of mercy, 
waters of hope that flow from your side. R. 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining 
us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
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Pray, friends, that sharing this bread and wine will enlarge our hearts and our souls to welcome 
and share with others more fully.   

Transform us, O God, we pray. 
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayerii  
God dwells in you.  
 And also in you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God who takes risks for love 
 For the courage of the Holy that lives in us, we give thanks 
 
When Your voice first thundered over the waters, You created the earth and all who live in it.  
You called a people by name to be Your own, and You led them by fire, through the waters, to 
the promised land of freedom.  You sent your Chosen One, Jesus, among us.  Baptized by Your 
servant, John, Jesus embodied Your love.  Baptize us in faith and hope as You call us to be the 
body of Christ in Your world.  Let Your love enfold us and all creation.  In trust and thanksgiving, 
we join with all of your creating in singing:   
 
Sanctus        O Holy Night  
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear Baby's birth 
Long lay the world in pain and suff'ring pining 
'Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn' 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angels' voices 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
 
Sacred is your presence and blessed is Christ with us. You welcome all who thirst for justice and 
hunger to grow in love. You ask us to extend this same welcome to all our neighbors, but God, 
since our beginning, we have struggled. And so in Your love for us, You took on flesh in Jesus. 
Through his life, You pointed to Your presence on the margins. You revealed the sacredness in all 
life. You showed us how to live together, even among forces of destruction. 
 
Believing it could transform the world, Jesus proclaimed the Good News. He called for the 
captives to be set free. He spoke of the lowly being lifted up. He talked of redistributing wealth 
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and eradicating the causes of poverty. His commitment to practicing love knew no bounds - not 
even the bounds of death.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 
 
Pour out your Spirit on these gifts, O God. May this bread and wine become for us the body and 
blood of Jesus, awakening us anew in our pursuit of a world where everyone can flourish and 
lead lives full of justice, love, and truth. We remember that… 
 

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 

This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
 

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 

This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
  
 Christ was birthed among us. 
 Christ was killed among us. 
 Christ rises again among us.  
 
We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. We embrace the possibility of 
reconciliation, justice and peace. Giver of Sacred Worth, cause the gift of our lives to become for 
our neighbors, Your church, the living presence of Christ. Touch the lives of any who feel that 
their lives don’t matter; who feel they are not valued, who are treated with disrespect and fear 
that their precious lives will be thrown away. Change us, so others might have hope. Change us, 
so other might be valued. Change us, so that no one will have to stand before their oppressors 
alone. 
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise.  
Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and 
work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on 
them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Be with those who are sick and those who suffer, especially in this time of pandemic. Be with all 
who have died and gone before us into the fullness of union with You. Bless us with wisdom, 
courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of justice, love, peace, and 
freedom. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom 
Your goodness flows. 
 
    Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
   With Christ, may all creation be one.  
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   In Christ, may all divisions be healed.   
   In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
   may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   

Prayer of Jesusiii           Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 

Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
May the peace of God be with you today and always.  
 And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
We are the body and blood of Christ, the instruments of God’s peace in the world.   
 We are called to be the hope this weary world needs. 
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 

AMÉN/AMEN
Misa Santa Cecilia

Estela García-López and Rodolfo López

Music © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP. All rights reserved.
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Communion Musical Meditation: Wonderfully Made   Hart and Jamgochian 
 
If you only knew, If you could see 
Just for one day the way that God sees you: 
Would you take heart? 
Could you believe that you are free to be just you? 
To come out of your hiding, beloved one? 
 
Refrain: 
We are beautifully, fearfully, wonderfully made. 
Loved since the very beginning of days; 
Fashioned with purpose, designed for praise. 
We are wonderful, wonderfully made. 
 
God knows who you are, and who you would be. 
God saw your face and gave you voice. 
Love desires your heart, and spoke your name; 
You breathed and God, God rejoiced! 
Oh hear! Heaven is singing, 
O child of God! R. 
 
So hear truth in God’s word and just believe 
Oh believe in how much you are worth! 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
 
Our mass has ended. Our service continues. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: [We] Will Choose Christ       Booth 
 
Refrain 
We will choose Christ, We will choose love,  
We choose to serve.  
We give our heart, we give our lives,   
We give our all to you. 
 
How many times must You call our name 
and show to me that You are God? 
And as a lover You call to us,   
“You must love too.” R.  
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Christ, our teacher and healer,  
Teach our hearts and heal our souls. 
And as we walk this road with you, 
Teach us to love. R.  
 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 
Mass Settings: Misa Santa Cecilia, © 2009, Estela García and Rodolfo López. Published by OCP.; 
Mass; “Lamb of God”- Music © 1997, Steve Angrisano, published by OCP.  
 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 
Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ and the Revised Common Lectionary.  
 

 
i Prayers of the Faithful are written by Ray Trybus, a member of MMACC. 
ii Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC liturgies 
(written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), UMC’s Communion 
Service for Black Lives Matter, and other sources.  
iii The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. 
This version is a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by 
Rus Kosits. 


