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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
Dorothy Day and the Holy Family of the Streets by Kelly Latimore  

 

Feast of Holy Families  
December 26, 2021 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the land 
that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and online – united in love. 
Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad 
you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
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Our readings for this Advent season are drawn from both the  Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Jane 
Via & Nancy Corran and A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W by Wilda Gafney.  

Both lectionaries mix critical biblical scholarship with a commitment to centering stories of women and 
using Inclusive and Expansive language for God.  

Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – The First Nowell     
The first Nowell, the angel did say,  
Was to certain poor shepherds in field as they lay;  
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep,  
On a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
  
Nowell, Nowell, Nowell, Nowell; born is the babe of Israel. 
  
They looked up and saw a star  
Shining in the east beyond them far; 
And to the earth it gave great light  
And so it continued both day and night.  (R) 
  
And by the light of that same star  
Three wise men came from country far;  
To seek for a son was their intent,  
And to follow the star wherever it went. (R) 
  
This star drew nigh to the northwest,  
O’er Bethlehem it took its rest; 
And there it di both stop and stay  
Right over the place where Jesus lay  (R) 
 
Opening Rite 
 We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.  
  Amen.  
 
 May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be 
 with you.  
 And also with you.  
 
Gloria – Mass of Glory 

[All are invited to ring bells or other noisemakers as we sing the Gloria 
Please join us in singing the refrain] 

 
Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest,  
And on earth peace to people of good will. 
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Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading - Isaiah 66:10-13 
 
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah: 
 
Rejoice with Jerusalem, and celebrate with her 
all you who love her; 
rejoice with her in joy,  
all who mourn deeply over her;  
in order that you all may nurse and be satisfied 
from her comforting breast; 
that you all may drink deeply and delight yourselves 
from the glory of her breast. 
For so says the Holy One of Ages; 
Watch! I will extend to her flourishing like a river,  
And the wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; 
And you all shall nurse and be carried on her arm,  
And you all shall be bounced on her knees.  
As a mother comforts her child,  
So will I comfort you all;  
You all shall be comforted in Jerusalem. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalm - 84 (Merrill, select verses, edited) 
The Psalm response is: We dwell within Your Heart. 
R: We dwell within your Heart. 
 
How glorious is your dwelling place, 
     O Loving Creator of the universe! 
My soul longs, yes aches for 
     the abode of the Beloved. 
All that is within me sings for joy!  
     Praise to the living Heart of Love! 
R: We dwell within your Heart. 
 
Even as the sparrow finds a home, 
      and the swallow a nesting place, 
      where their young are raised  
within your majestic creation, 
You invite us to dwell within your Heart. 
Blessed are they whose hearts are filled with love, 
     who sing praises to You with grateful hearts. 
R: We dwell within your Heart. 
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For a day within the Heart of Love 
is more to be desired than a thousand elsewhere. 
I would rather be a servant in your dwelling place, 
than live in riches among  
those who do not know Love. 
R: We dwell within your Heart. 
 
The Beloved is as radiant as the sun, 
as strong as a steel shield, 
and invites each one to come, 
to partake of the Banquet. 
Who will accept the goodness of Love? 
Who will seek for spiritual treasure? 
O Loving Creator of the universe, 
blessed are all who put their trust in You. 
R: We dwell within your Heart. 
 
Second Reading – 1 John 3:1-2, 23-24 
A Reading from the First Letter of John: 
 
What marvelous love our God has lavished upon us!  We are called children of God!  For that is 
who we are.  That's why those who do not know God have not recognized us either.  We are 
God's children now.  What we will be has not yet been revealed.  What we do know is this: 
when the time is revealed, we will be like God, for we will see God as God is. 
 
This is God's command: that we believe in the name of Jesus the Christ, God’s Own, and that we 
love one another, just as Jesus taught us.  As we pursue these commandments, we live deeply 
and surely in the Christ, and the Christ lives in us.  We experience Christ’s abiding presence in us 
through the Spirit Jesus gave us. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation              Mass of Glory 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
 
Gospel          Luke 2:21-40 
Our God is with you.   
 And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.   
 Glory to You, O God.   
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Eight days after Mary had given birth, it was time to circumcise their child.  He was called Jesus, 
the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. 
 
When the time came for purification according to the Law of Moses, Joseph and Mary brought 
Jesus to Jerusalem to present him to God. (It is written in the Law of God: “Every firstborn male 
shall be set apart and offered as holy to God.”)  So, they offered the appropriate sacrifice for Jesus 
according to what is stated in the Law: “a pair of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.” 
 
Now, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon. He was upright and devout, 
looking forward to the consolation of Israel.  The Holy Spirit dwelt in him.  It had been revealed 
to Simeon by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen God's Anointed.  
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the Temple.  When Mary and Joseph brought Jesus into 
the Temple, to do for him what was customary under the law, Simeon took Jesus in his arms and 
praised God, singing, 
 
“Now let Your servant depart in peace, 
for Your word has been fulfilled. 
My eyes have seen Your bearer of justice, 
made ready in the sight of all peoples: 
a revelation to the Gentiles, 
and glory to Your people.” 
  
The child’s parents were amazed at what was being said about him.  Then Simeon blessed them, 
and said to Mary, “This child is destined for the fall and the rise of many, destined to be a sign 
that will be opposed.  The inner thoughts of many will be laid bare.  And a sword will pierce 
your own heart too.” 
 
There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.  She was very 
old.  After seven years of marriage, she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four.  She never left 
the Temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer, night and day.  At the moment Simeon 
finished speaking, she joined those gathered and began to praise God.  She spoke about the child 
to all who were anticipating liberation. 
 
When Mary and Joseph had completed everything required by the Law of God, they returned to 
Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth.  The child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.  
The favor of God was upon him. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
 Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
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Profession of Faith - adapted from a poem by Brian Wren  
please join in the response – Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
  Good is the flesh that the Word has become, 
  good is the birthing, the milk in the breast, 
  good is the feeding, caressing and rest, 
  good is the body for knowing the world, 
All:   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
  Good is the body for knowing the world, 
  sensing the sunlight, the tug of the ground, 
  feeling, perceiving, within and around, 
  good is the body, from cradle to grave, 
All:   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
   Good is the body, from cradle to grave, 
  growing and aging, arousing, impaired, 
  happy in clothing, or lovingly bared, 
  good is the pleasure of God in our flesh, 
All:   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
   Good is the pleasure of God in our flesh, 
  longing in all, as in Jesus, to dwell, 
  glad of embracing, and tasting, and smell, 
  good is the body, for good and for God, 
All:   Good is the flesh that the Word has become. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Our lives are lived in families, for better and for worse.  Let us ask God, who has become part of 
our human family, for all that we and the whole world need. 
 
Our response:   Holy One, You have become family with us.  Holy One, You have become 
family with us.       
 
For the courage and strength to sustain our families in love, even in times of great trouble and 
anxiety … we pray … Holy One, You have become family with us.        
 
That we embrace our children and their children in love, as they seek to discern the meaning of 
their lives and the values by which they will live … we pray … Holy One, You have become 
family with us.        
 
That we see anew the face and the hand of God in the miracle of each other, all of us members 
of one human family … we pray … Holy One, You have become family with us.        
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In thanksgiving for the ability to see into the depth and breadth of the cosmos, both with our eyes 
and with our hearts, and for the wisdom to safeguard our nurturing home planet among the 
cosmic vastness … we pray … Holy One, You have become family with us.        
   
For those who strain the bonds of family love and fidelity to the breaking point and beyond, and 
for the times we ourselves have strained those bonds … we pray as Jesus said we should … Holy 
One, You have become family with us.        
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of all beings, all who have just been born 
or are about to be born, those facing illness and suffering, those who have gone home to the 
Creator, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our 
hearts… 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … Holy One, You have become family with us.        
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
Offertory Song – Gift of Love (Trupia) 
 
Gift of love, dawning bright, pierces through endless night:  
God of life, sharing might, all creation holding, Earth and sky enfolding.  (R)  
 
Gift of love, love, love.  Gift of love, love, love. 
Glory be, God, to You, God of  life and mercy. 
 
Then God spoke, called us nigh: “Choose to live or to die.”  
Love to give or deny, life and love now blending; Love is life unending.  (R) 
 
Jesus came on the earth, Gift of love, humble birth; 
Shared our life, gave us worth; calling forth, inviting Spirit now uniting.  (R) 
 
‘Twas for love Jesus died; once foretold, now fulfilled; 
Love so great, was not stilled! Beams of love he lifted, and with life was gifted. (R) 
 
Our Eucharist 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining 
us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
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Pray that our offering moves us into the mystery and wonder of this holy time.  
 Speak Your silent Presence in and among us. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
The Holy One be with you.  
 And also with you 
 
Open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
 We open our hearts to you, O God.  
 
Let us give thanks to God with us. 
 To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
 
Living and Loving God, Mary, Joseph and Jesus travelled as refugees to Egypt, and became 
strangers in a strange land, separated from loved ones, their community and familiar 
surroundings.  Today we remember women, men, and children who are separated from their 
families, homes, and communities because of selfishness, broken relationships, greed, hatred, 
famine, and war.  Encourage and enable us to move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity 
with all who cry out for understanding, help, and love.  With all Your people, we sing our song 
of praise: 
 
Sanctus        O Holy Night  
 
O holy night, the stars are brightly shining 
It is the night of the dear baby's birth 
Long lay the world in pain and suff'ring pining 
'Til Christ appeared and the soul felt its worth 
 
The thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 
For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn' 
Fall on your knees, O hear the angels' voices 
O night divine, O night when Christ was born 
O night divine, O night, O night divine. 
 
Holy Love, You reveal yourself in Jesus’ birth. In Jesus, Hope is born. Born of our sister Mary in a 
town called Bethlehem, guarded by our brother Joseph with fatherly care, Jesus came among us 
as a baby, humbly born, cradled beside the animals and warmed by their breath, human as we 
are, in need of human love. Yet magi bowed down before him, bringing gifts, and emperors were 
troubled by his reign – this Child in whom all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell.  
 
In the mystery of Jesus, word and wisdom made flesh, You came to share in our struggles, and to 
cause Your love to shine in our hearts. We give thanks for Your Divine Love, who reveals the 
sacred in the ordinary: in all people, in everyday life, in the human yearning to be better people 
and neighbors to one another. 
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[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine] 

 
We rejoice in Jesus who taught us that we live in You, and that You are birthed in us and through 
us. Let Your Spirit come upon these gifts of bread and wine, to sanctify and transform them to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love. We 
remember that… 
 

…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. 

This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.” 
[Pause] 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine. 
He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink. 

This is my blood, the new covenant of God-with-you. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:    [Sung – Mass of Glory, Hurd & Canedo]   
 When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 We proclaim your death, O Jesus, 
 until you come in glory, until you come in glory. 
 
We remember in prayer all leaders, secular and religious. We hear Your Voice calling us to 
change.  May they, and we, hear Your call for peace and justice and make this world a better 
place for people of every race, gender, nationality, and age.  
 
We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities because of the 
pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, or war. Remember all of us, gathered 
today from locations all across the world.  We remember all who now journey through sickness 
and suffering. We remember all who have died into the fullness of communion with You, 
especially members of our MMACC community. We remember those whose lives have been 
blighted by violence, racism, or poverty – all whom the world counts as last and least. 
 
Holy One, You poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and hope.  Pour out 
Your Spirit upon us gathered here.  As we eat and drink, may we know Your presence among us 
and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for peace and justice.  
Reinforce our courage to make the Christmas promise a reality. 
 
    Through Christ, may all creation unfold.  
   With Christ, may all creation be one.  
   In Christ, may all divisions be healed.   
   In the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
   may all glory and honor be Yours, forever and ever.   
 
[sung]    Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  
 

A-a-men. A-a-men. Al-le-lu-ia. A-a-men. 
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Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, 

the desire of your heart for the world be done 
in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 

Keep us from all anxiety and fear 
for you reign in the power that comes from love 

which is your glory forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
Unto us a child is born, Love Incarnate. May the peace of God-with-us, Emmanuel, be with you.   
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world –  a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God          Mass of Glory 
 
Lamb of God, You call us to the gospel of hope. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to the gospel of love. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to the gospel of peace; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
 
We are born of God's Dazzling Silence and into God’s Holy Mystery.   
We are called to be the hope this weary world needs. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. We believe that this is God’s table, not ours, 
and all are truly welcome here and invited to receive. Whether you are joining us in person or 
online, we are all gathered around Christ’s table. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song: Do You Hear What I Hear?      
 
Said the night wind to the little lamb, "Do you see what We see? 
Way up in the sky, little lamb, Do you see what We see? 
A star, a star, dancing in the night With a tail as big as a kite, 
With a tail as big as a kite." 
 
Said the little lamb to the shepherd boy, "Do you hear what we hear?  
Ringing through the sky, shepherd boy, Do you hear what We hear?  
A song, a song high above the trees With a voice as big as the sea,  
With a voice as big as the sea." 
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Said the shepherd boy to the queen and king, "Do you know what We know?  
In your palace walls, queen and king, Do you know what We know?  
A Child, a Child shivers in the cold—we bring gifts of silver and gold,  
We bring gifts of silver and gold." 
 
Said the rulers to the people everywhere, "Listen to what We say! 
Pray for peace, people, everywhere, Listen to what We say! 
The Child, the Child sleeping in the night, now will bring us goodness and light,  
now will bring us goodness and light. 
 
Prayer After Communion  
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
Let us go forth in peace and joy, celebrating the birth of Jesus. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song: Joy to the World   
 
Joy to the world, the Christ is come  
and Christ will come again.   
Let ev’ry heart prepare Christ room,  
and heav’n and nature sing, and heav’n and nature sing,  
and heav’n and nature sing.  
 
Joy to the earth for our God reigns:   
Let us our songs employ!   
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains  
repeat the sounding joy, repeat the sounding joy,  
repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
  
God rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove  
the glories of God’s righteousness,  
and wonders of God’s love, and wonders of God’s love,  
and wonders, wonders of God’s love. 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
This Christmas finds many of us separated from family and friends, celebrating the season in new 
(and perhaps unusual) ways. Despite the distance that separates us, and the fact that we cannot 

gather as we normally would, we invite you to gather with us online as we celebrate this 
Christmas Season, remember the Christ Child that brings Hope to our weary world. As the 
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pandemic surges, may you and all your loved ones be safe and healthy. May the Divine Love 
made flesh in the Christ child bring you Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love this Christmas season.  

 
We hope that you will be able to join us this Christmas Season:  

• Sunday, January 2: Feast of the Epiphany, 5pm PST  
• Sunday, January 9: Baptism of Jesus, 5pm PST  

 
Zoom Links and worship aids can be found at: 

 https://www.mmacc.org/liturgy/livestream-online-liturgy 
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Mass Settings: Mass of Glory by Bob Hurd and Ken Canedo, published by OCP. 
Scripture Translations taken from the Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Nancy Corran and 

Jane Via, https://www.inclusivelectionary.org/ 
 

Our Eucharistic Prayer draws inspiration from many sources, including enfleshed.com, past MMACC 
liturgies (written by Nancy Corran, Kori Pacyniak, Joe Stewart, Jane Via & MMACC’s liturgy committee), 

and other sources. 
 


