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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 
Annunciation – Jesus Mafa (Africa) – (Unknown, China) – (Lakota)  

 
 

2nd Sunday of Advent  
December 5, 2021 - Worship Aid 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the land 
that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and online – united in love. 
Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad 
you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  

 
Our readings for this Advent season are drawn from both the  Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Jane 

Via & Nancy Corran and A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W by Wilda Gafney.  
Both lectionaries mix critical biblical scholarship with a commitment to centering stories of women and 

using Inclusive and Expansive language for God. 
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This year, our focus for Advent is "Hope & Chaos", acknowledging the chaos of the world that we find 
ourselves in. We do not seek to offer easy answers, rather we embrace the uncertainty and the unknown, 
embracing the questions and the mysteries. There are many things in this world that can destabilize us, 

making it difficult for us to find hope. This advent, we embrace the juxtaposition of hope and chaos, 
knowing that hope can take the form of action, and chaos can be generative. At times, we are called to 

create hope and embody hope for others. 
 

Our new Advent song by David Bjorlin, Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night,  
includes these poignant lyrics:  

 
"Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred. 
love sounds ridiculous, prayer seems absurd. 

but in the midst of life’s centerless maze, 
we lift together our protest of praise." 

 
May this advent be a time of prayer and joyful expectation as we embrace an active hope. 

Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Offertory Song: Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night     Bjorlin 
 
Advent begins in the darkness of night,  
waiting and watching for signs of the light,  
walking in faith that a path will appear,  
daring to follow in spite of our fear. 
 
Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred.  
Love sounds ridiculous; prayer seems absurd.  
But in the midst of life’s center less maze,  
we lift together our protest of praise. 
 
Advent begins in oppression’s domain,  
marked by the cries of confusion and pain.  
Yet hope is kindled where justice is done,  
mercy is nurtured and peace is begun. 
 
Advent goes on till the promised dawn breaks, 
 tyrants are toppled and Gods great awakes.  
Hope is perfected and faith is made sight.  
Love is our center and Christ is our light  
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.   Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the hope of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
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Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness  
 
Holy God of Advent, you come near to us, yet we continue to seal our hearts with indifference to 
a suffering world. 
Tear open our hearts, and make us more compassionate. 
 
You approach us with boundless compassion to kindle our hope, but we continue to build our 
lives with the bricks of bitterness. 
Tear open our anger, so we might become more forgiving. 
 
You draw near, longing to embrace us, but we fold our arms, closing ourselves off from those all 
around us. 
Tear open our souls, so we might become children of Advent. 
 
God, shaper-of-our-lives: 
 have compassion; 
Jesus, Word-which-does-not-pass-away: 
 fill us with your grace; 
Holy Spirit, Giver-of-the-Light-of-peace: 
 Shine through our lives.   
 

Pause 
 

Even now, God approaches us, compassion transcending anger, hope persisting amidst despair, 
life triumphing over death. This is good news, my friends; this is news of great joy for each of us. 
 
Enriched in every grace, blessed with joy and hope, transformed by love, we will live as people 
of Advent. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading - Genesis 17:15-22         
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis:  
 
Thus God said to Abraham, “Now as for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her name Sarai, for 
Sarah is [now] her name. And I will bless her, and indeed of her will I give you a child, a son. 
And I will bless her, and she will become nations; rulers of peoples shall come into being from 
her.” Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed, and said to himself, “Can a child be born to 
one a hundred years old? And can Sarah, ninety years old, give birth?”  
 
Then Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael could live in your sight!”  
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God said, “Nevertheless your wife Sarah shall give birth to a child for you, and you shall call the 
child Isaac. And I will establish my covenant with Isaac, an everlasting covenant for his offspring 
after him. Now as for Ishmael, I have heard you and I will bless him and make him fruitful and I 
will make him exceedingly, exceedingly numerous and he shall be the father of twelve chieftains, 
and I will make him a great nation. But my covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah shall 
give birth to for you at this season next year.”  
 
And when God had finished speaking, God ascended from Abraham.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM – Psalm 78:1-7 
The psalm response is:  God has spoken to the people.  
R. God has spoken to the people.  
 
Give ear, my people, to my teaching; 
Incline your ear to the utterance of my mouth.  
I will open my mouth in a proverb;  
I will utter riddles from of old  
Which we have heard and known,  
And which our parents and ancestors have told us.  
R. God has spoken to the people.  
 
We will not hide them from their children; 
We will recount to generations to come  
The praiseworthy deeds of She Who Speaks Life,  
And her might and the wonderful works she has done.  
R. God has spoken to the people.  
 
She gave her decrees for Rebekah’s descendants  
and placed teachings among Sarah’s offspring,  
which she commanded their parents  
to make known to their children.  
In order that a coming generation, 
  children yet to be, might know,  
And will rise up and tell their children and descendants.  
R. God has spoken to the people.  
 
Then they will put their confidence in God,  
And not forget the works of God,  
  but will keep Her commandments.  
R. God has spoken to the people.  
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Second Reading – Romans 8:1-8           
 
A Reading from Paul's Letter to the Romans:  
 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us. For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of 
God; for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who 
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will 
obtain the freedom of the glory of the beloved children of God.  
 
We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; and not only 
creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for 
the restoration of our bodies.  
 
For in hope we were liberated. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is 
seen? But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation         Mass of Glory 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
 
Gospel – Luke 1:26-38   
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Good News attributed to Luke.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
In the sixth month after Elizabeth conceived, the angel Gabriel, a messenger, was sent by God to 
a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a young woman.  She was unwed, but betrothed to a man 
whose name was Joseph, of the House of David and Bathsheba.  The young woman’s name was 
Mary.   
 
The angel of God entered and said to Mary, “Greetings, favored one!  God is with you.”  Mary 
was deeply disturbed by these words and pondered what this greeting could mean.  But the 
messenger said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  And now, 
you will conceive in your womb and bear a child, a son, and you are to give him the name 
‘Jesus.’  He will be great, and will be called Child of the Most High.  God will give to your child 
the seat of his ancestors, David and Bathsheba. Your child will rule over the House of Jacob, 
Leah, and Rachel forever, and his reign will have no end.”   
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Mary said to the messenger, “But how can this come about, since I do not yet know a man?”  
Gabriel responded, “The Holy Spirit, She will come upon you, and the power of the Most High 
will overshadow you; therefore the one born will be holy. He will be called “Born of God”.  And 
I tell you this too: your cousin Elizabeth, in her old age, has also conceived.  She, whom people 
called barren, is now in her sixth month - for nothing is impossible for God.”   
 
Mary said, “May it be so.  May your word be fulfilled in me.”  Then the messenger sent by God 
departed from her. 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily    
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from “Advent Creed” by Dave Hopwood, https://engageworship.org/ideas/advent-
creed  
 
We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in Jesus the Christ,  
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, 
who frequently took time alone with our Loving God, 
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, 
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 
We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
and who longs for us to do the same. 
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Prayers of the People  
[Note: Today and each Sunday of Advent our PoF begin with the “O antiphons,” that were first 
used in the 8th century as part of vespers or evening prayer in the week before Christmas.  We 
had the first O antiphon last Sunday, and two more today and on each of the following Advent 
Sundays.]    
 
“Greetings, favored one!  God is with you.”  “Do not be afraid…”  Knowing that these words 
have been addressed to us as well as to Mary, with confidence and hope let us ask God for all 
that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response:   You are our hope in the midst of chaos.   You are our hope in the midst of chaos.    
 
O HaShem, Sacred Love of Israel and of all people, you appeared to Moses in the fire of the 
burning bush.  Come and set us on fire with your Spirit … we pray … You are our hope in the 
midst of chaos.       
 
O Root of Jesse, sprung of Ruth, in your presence the leaders of people fall silent, and peace 
takes hold.  Come and deliver us; delay no longer … let us pray … You are our hope in the 
midst of chaos.       
 
For our Jewish elder siblings in the faith, who are completing their celebration of Hanukkah, 
honoring the re-dedication of the Temple, and the persistence of light in the darkness of this time 
of year … we pray … You are our hope in the midst of chaos.    
   
That we may do justice to this Earth, even as technology extends our sight and our human reach 
to the planets and asteroids, the outer reaches of the cosmos, and the edge of time itself … we 
pray … You are our hope in the midst of chaos.    
  
For those who doubt our experience of God-with-us, and for the times we have doubted as well 
… we pray as Jesus said we should … You are our hope in the midst of chaos.    
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of all beings, all who are facing illness and 
suffering, those who have gone home to the Creator, and all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts… 
 
(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … You are our hope in the midst of chaos.    
 
Concluding Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
 
 
 
 



 8 

Offertory Song: God of Day & God of Darkness      Haugen 
 
God of day and God of darkness, now we stand before the night 
As the shadows stretch and deepen, we can play in your twilight.  
Yet creation still is groaning for a birthing through our plight.  
Here on earth’s floor in a babe’s cry, we are called to make things right. 
  
Majesty in holy darkness, swaddle us in loving arms 
Darkness dances in the moonlight, is the cradle of the dawn. 
Fiery Spirit, wake us from sleep, so our hearts cannot ignore 
All your people lost and broken, all your children at our door. 
 
Show us Christ in one another, make us servants strong and true;  
Give us all your love of justice so we do what you would do.  
Let us call all people holy, let us pledge our lives anew, 
Make us one with all the lowly, let us all be one in you. 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that through our sharing in this sacred meal we will be a blessing to others.   
  May God transform these gifts for the blessing of all the world.  

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer Adapted from Enfleshed.com and past MMACC worship aids 
 
The Holy One be with you.  
 And also with you 
 
Let us open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
 
Presider:  Creator of all that is, by your hand we were formed. You created us to thrive - not 
alone, but together. You shaped the entire cosmos so that every form of life depends on every 
other. You made us strong and resilient people, but equally vulnerable and dependent on you, 
the earth, and all our neighbors. You gifted us with the need to rely on one another, bone of each 
other's bone, flesh of each other's flesh. In Your wisdom, You created us with both desire and 
need to be in community. 
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You sent prophets and messengers to Your people, reminding us of the promised time of peace 
and justice that would surround the world. They came in the midst of our despair and filled us 
with hope. You came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a new way – 
promising her a son who would be called Jesus, through whom the world would be changed.  
And now as we wait in hope for that child to be born, we join with all your people in singing:  
 
Sanctus  Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  

 
Holy, Holy, Holy One God of all.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Voice 1:  Source of love that knows no boundaries, Your song rang out before the world 
began.  Throughout the ages, Your song of liberation has impregnated us with Your hope for a 
world where those considered last and least are first and most, where violence is overcome by 
the power of your ancient love, and where all of humanity works together for peace.  
 
Voice 2:  You brought us holiness through vulnerability.  You too became bone of our bone, 
flesh of our flesh. You made yourself dependent on us in the form of an infant, revealing the 
transformative power of giving and receiving love through human flesh.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, 
 toward the bread and wine.] 

 
Presider:  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  Make 
this bread the means of our rebuilding, this wine the medium of our transformation, this table the 
foundation of our renewal, and this community the place of our rebirth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[pause]  
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:    [Sung – Mass of Glory, Hurd & Canedo]   
 When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 We proclaim your death, O Jesus, 
 until you come in glory, until you come in glory. 
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Voice 1:  We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities 
because of the pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, and war. Encourage 
and enable us to move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity with all those who cry out 
for understanding, help and love. Motivate us to be the hope that our weary world needs; to 
bring about a change in attitudes in our country and to give shelter and sanctuary as able.  
 
Voice 2:  We hear Your Voice of steadfast love in all the beauty and the pain that we 
experience in life. We remember all who now journey through sickness and suffering. We 
remember all who have died into the fullness of communion with You, especially members of 
our MMACC community. We remember those whose lives have been blighted by violence, 
racism, or poverty – all whom the world counts as last and least.  
Presider:  Holy One, you poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and 
hope. Pour out Your Spirit upon us gathered today. As we eat and drink, may we know Your 
presence among us and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for 
peace and justice.  Reinforce our courage to make the Advent promise a reality. 
 
Through Christ the Servant, may all creation be renewed.   
With Christ the Servant, may we serve those in need.  
In Christ the Servant, may peace and justice flourish.  
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]    Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  
 

A-a-men. A-a-men. Al-le-lu-ia. A-a-men. 
 

Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, 

the desire of your heart for the world be done 
in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 

Keep us from all anxiety and fear 
for you reign in the power that comes from love 

which is your glory forever and ever amen. 
 

Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of Emmanuel – God-with-us – be with you today and always.   
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
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Lamb of God          Mass of Glory 
 
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of hope. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of love. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of peace; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
 
We are the body of Christ, called to listen deeply to God’s Voice.  
We are blessed to hear God’s Word and share in this communion. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. We believe that this is God’s table, not ours, 
and all are truly welcome here and invited to receive. Whether you are joining us in person or 
online, we are all gathered around Christ’s table. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – O Holy Darkness       Aldredge-Clanton 
To the tune of ‘O Little Town of Bethlehem’  
 
O Holy Darkness, loving womb, who nurtures and creates,  
Sustain us through the longest night with dreams of open gates. 
We move inside to mystery that in our center dwells, 
Where streams of richest beauty flow from sacred living wells. 
 
Creative Darkness, closest friend, you whisper in the night; 
You calm our fears as unknown paths surprise us with new sight. 
We marvel at you bounty, your gifts so full and free, 
Unfolding as you waken us to new reality. 
 
O Holy Night of deepest bliss, we celebrate your power; 
Infuse us with your energy that brings our seeds to flower. 
The voice out of the darkness excites our warmest zeal 
To bring together dark and light, true holiness reveal. 
 
O Holy Christ-Sophia, your image, black and fair, 
Stirs us to end injustice and the wounds of Earth repair. 
The treasures of your darkness and riches of your grace 
Inspire us to fulfill our call, our sacredness embrace. 
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
Let the Church say… Amen!  
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Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – Do Not Fear to Hope       Cooney  
 
Do not fear to hope, Tho’ the wicked rage and rise, 
Our God sees not as we see, success is not the prize. 
Do not fear to hope for though the night be long, 
The race shall not be to the swift, the fight not to the strong. 
 
Look to God when you are sure your fear is greater than grace. 
Look to God whose love is gift. Believe and you can behold God face to face. R 
 
Look to God when compassion seems out of justice’ sight. 
Look to God whose loving hand brought forth the day from the chaos of the night. R 
 
Look to God when science says our planet’s doom is sealed. 
Look to God by who showed the way to speak the truth and make the choice to heal. R 
 
Look to God when reason fails and terror reigns in the night.  
Look upon the sacrifices and see beyond into Easter dawning bright. R 
 
Hope is for a pilgrim people looking for a promised land;  
Hope is like a rose in winter, or an open hand.  
It celebrates the dawn of morning, while working in the night and cold.  
It gathers us together, to share what we’ve been told. R 
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Our Eucharistic Prayer was adapted from Enfleshed.com  

by members of the MMACC liturgy committee and draws inspiration from several sources.  
 
 


