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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 

Hagar and Ishmael by John Shayn 
 

1st Sunday of Advent  
November 28, 2021 - Worship Aid 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the land 
that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and online – united in love. 
Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad 
you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
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For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  

 
Our readings for this Advent season are drawn from both the  Comprehensive Catholic Lectionary by Jane 

Via & Nancy Corran and A Women's Lectionary for the Whole Church: Year W by Wilda Gafney. Both 
lectionaries mix critical biblical scholarship with a commitment to centering stories of women and using 

Inclusive and Expansive language for God. 
 

This year, our focus for Advent is "Hope & Chaos", acknowledging the chaos of the world that we find 
ourselves in. We do not seek to offer easy answers, rather we embrace the uncertainty and the unknown, 
embracing the questions and the mysteries. There are many things in this world that can destabilize us, 

making it difficult for us to find hope. This advent, we embrace the juxtaposition of hope and chaos, 
knowing that hope can take the form of action, and chaos can be generative. At times, we are called to 

create hope and embody hope for others. 
 

Our new Advent song by David Bjorlin, Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night,  
includes these poignant lyrics:  

 
"Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred. 
love sounds ridiculous, prayer seems absurd. 

but in the midst of life’s centerless maze, 
we lift together our protest of praise." 

 
May this advent be a time of prayer and joyful expectation as we embrace an active hope. 

Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – Holy Darkness        Schutte 
 
Holy darkness, blessed night, heaven's answer hidden from our sight.  
As we a-wait you, O God of silence, we embrace your holy night 
 
I have tried you in fires of af-fliction; I have taught your soul to grieve. 
In the barren soil of your loneliness, there I will plant my seed. 
 
I have taught you the price of compassion; you have stood before the grave.  
Though my love can seem like a raging storm, this is the love that saves. 
 
Were you there when I raised up the mountains? Can you guide the morning star?  
Does the hawk take flight when you give command? Why do you doubt my pow'r? 
 
In your deepest hour of darkness I will give you wealth un - told.  
When the silence stills your spirit, will my riches fill your soul. 
 
As the watchman waits for morning, and the bride awaits her groom, 
So we wait to hear your footsteps as we rest beneath your moon. 
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Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith:  
 + In the name of God who shares divinity with us,  
 Jesus, who shares humanity with us; 
 And the Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.   Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the hope of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you.  
 
Lighting of the Advent Wreath  
 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness  
 
Holy God of Advent, you come near to us, yet we continue to seal our hearts with indifference to 
a suffering world. 
Tear open our hearts, and make us more compassionate. 
 
You approach us with boundless compassion to kindle our hope, but we continue to build our 
lives with the bricks of bitterness. 
Tear open our anger, so we might become more forgiving. 
 
You draw near, longing to embrace us, but we fold our arms, closing ourselves off from those all 
around us. 
Tear open our souls, so we might become children of Advent. 
 
God, shaper-of-our-lives: 
 have compassion; 
Jesus, Word-which-does-not-pass-away: 
 fill us with your grace; 
Holy Spirit, Giver-of-the-Light-of-peace: 
 Shine through our lives.   
 

Pause 
 

Even now, God approaches us, compassion transcending anger, hope persisting amidst despair, 
life triumphing over death. This is good news, my friends; this is news of great joy for each of us. 
 
Enriched in every grace, blessed with joy and hope, transformed by love, we will live as people 
of Advent. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
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First Reading - Genesis 16:7-13         
 
A Reading from the Book of Genesis:  
 
Now the messenger of the All-Seeing God found Hagar by a spring of water in the wilderness, the 
spring on the way to Shur. And the messenger said, “Hagar, slave-girl of Sarai, from where have 
you come and where are you going?” And she said, “From my mistress Sarai am I fleeing.” The 
messenger of the Inscrutable God said to her, “Return to your mistress, and subject yourself to 
her.”  
 
The messenger of the Wellspring of Life said to Hagar, “Greatly will I multiply your seed, so they 
cannot be counted for multitude.” Then the messenger of the Fount of Life said to her:  
 
“Look! You are pregnant and shall give birth to a son,  
And you shall call him Ishmael (meaning God hears),  
For the Faithful One has heard of your abuse.  
He shall be a wild ass of a man,  
With his hand against everyone,  
And everyone’s hand against him;  
And he shall live in the sight of all his kin.”  
 
So Hagar named the Living God who spoke to her: “You are El-ro’i”; for she said, “Have I really 
seen God and remained alive after seeing God?”  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM - Luke 3:4-6 
The psalm response is:  Prepare the way of God.   
R: Prepare the way of God! 
 
The voice of one cries out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of God! 
Make straight paths for God!” 
R: Prepare the way of God! 
 
“Every valley shall be filled, 
    and every mountain and hill shall be made low!” 
R: Prepare the way of God! 
 
 “The crooked, winding roads shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth!” 
R: Prepare the way of God! 
 
“All flesh shall see the coming of God!” 
R: Prepare the way of God! 
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Second Reading – 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13            
 
A Reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Thessalonians: 
 
Just now Timothy has returned to us from you, bringing us the good news of your faith and love, 
and that you always think kindly of us and long to see us as we long to see you.   Because of this, 
we have been reassured about you, beloved, through your faith in our every distress and 
affliction.   For we now live, if you stand firm in the Christ.  
 
How can we thank God enough for you, for all the joy we feel before God on your account?  
Night and day, we pray earnestly to see you in person and enlarge the dimensions and depth of 
your faith.    
 
May our loving God, our Mother and Father, and Jesus, the Christ, direct our steps back to you.  
May God make you increase in love and abound in love for one another, and for all, just as we 
have increased in love and abound in love for you.  May God strengthen your hearts to persevere 
in holiness until coming of Jesus the Christ with all the holy ones.  
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation         Mass of Glory 
 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
 
Gospel – Luke 1:5-25   
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Good News attributed to Luke.   
Glory to You, O God.   
 
In the days when Herod ruled Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the 
priestly order of Abijah.  His wife was a descendant of Aaron and Elisheba, and her name was 
Elizabeth.  Both Zechariah and Elizabeth lived just lives, following all the commandments and 
decrees of their God.  But they had no children, because they could not conceive; and both were 
getting on in years.  
 
Once, when Zechariah was serving as priest before God, and his priestly division was on duty, 
he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to enter the sanctuary of God 
and offer incense.  At the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly of the people was 
praying outside.  
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Then there appeared to him an angel, a messenger from God, standing at the right side of the 
altar of incense.  When Zechariah saw the figure, he was terrified.  Fear overwhelmed him; but 
the messenger said, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah.  Your prayer has been heard.  Your wife 
Elizabeth will bear a child, a son, and together you will name him John.  You will have joy and 
gladness.  Many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in God’s eyes.  He must never drink 
wine or strong drink.  Even before his birth, he will be filled with the Holy Spirit and turn many 
Israelites to their God.  With the spirit and power of Elijah, he will go forth turning the hearts of 
parents to their children, and converting many to the wisdom of justice in order to prepare 
people for the coming of God’s presence in their midst.”   
 
Zechariah said to the angel, “How can I be sure of this?  I am an old man, and my wife is also 
getting on in years.”  The messenger replied, “I am Gabriel.  I stand in the presence of God.  I 
have been sent to speak to you and to bring this good news.  But now, because you did not 
believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, 
until the day these things occur.”  
 
Meanwhile, the people were waiting outside for Zechariah, and wondered at his delay in the 
sanctuary.  When he did come out, he could not speak to them, and they realized that he had 
seen a vision in the sanctuary.  He kept motioning to them, but remained unable to speak.  When 
his time of service was ended, he returned home.  
 
After those days, Zechariah’s wife, Elizabeth, was found to be with child.  For five months she 
kept her pregnancy to herself, saying, “This can only be God’s doing.  God has shown us favor 
and taken away the disgrace we endured among our people.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Profession of Faith 
Adapted from “Advent Creed” by Dave Hopwood, https://engageworship.org/ideas/advent-
creed  
 
We believe in God, the creator of heaven and earth. 
The one who is full of patience, 
who is not afraid of silence, 
who does not need to fill each moment with activity and noise. 
The one who is beyond bluster and flurry, 
and who does not jostle for attention. 
 
We believe in Jesus the Christ,  
who slipped into Bethlehem one night, mostly unnoticed, 
who lived thirty years without headlines or hurry, 
who frequently took time alone with our Loving God, 
who stood quietly before the noise of his accusers, 
whose silence overpowered their words, 
who died, then rose again on a quiet Sunday morning. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
who strengthens, empowers, renews and refreshes, 
sometimes arriving with obvious power, 
sometimes with the quiet breath of a whisper. 
 
We believe in one God 
who patiently waits for us, 
and who longs for us to do the same. 
 
Prayers of the People  
 
“Have I really seen God and remained alive after seeing God?”  “For we now live, if you stand 
firm in the Christ.”  With all our companions in faith, let us call on God who invites us to Life 
that transcends all our human limits. 
 
Our response:   All-embracing Love, we live in You.   All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
 
O Wisdom, coming from the heart of the Holy One, work within us to bring justice and peace to 
all who seek refuge … we pray … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
 
In thanksgiving for this 16th anniversary of our Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, 
which first gathered on this Sunday in 2005 … let us pray … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
 
For all those who have walked with us for all or any part of this journey of faith, that the fire of 
the Spirit remain in them for the rest of their days and into the eternal motherly embrace of the 
Holy One … we pray … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
   
In thanksgiving for our gradually dawning, forever incomplete awareness of the great cosmic 
creation that Love has brought into being and sustains in its extravagant diversity every moment 
… we pray … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
  
For those who oppose us, or are unable or unwilling to walk with us on our continuing journey 
of hope and discovery … we pray as Jesus said we should … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of all beings, all who are facing illness and 
suffering, those who have gone home to the Creator, and all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts… 
 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … All-embracing Love, we live in You.    
 
Concluding Prayer of the Faithful:  
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Offertory Song: Advent Begins in the Darkness of Night     Bjorlin 
 
Advent begins in the darkness of night,  
waiting and watching for signs of the light,  
walking in faith that a path will appear,  
daring to follow in spite of our fear. 
 
Advent begins with our dreams yet deferred.  
Love sounds ridiculous; prayer seems absurd.  
But in the midst of life’s center less maze,  
we lift together our protest of praise. 
 
Advent begins in oppression’s domain,  
marked by the cries of confusion and pain.  
Yet hope is kindled where justice is done,  
mercy is nurtured and peace is begun. 
 
Advent goes on till the promised dawn breaks, 
 tyrants are toppled and Gods great awakes.  
Hope is perfect and faith made sight.  
Love is our center and Christ is our light  
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    
 Blessed be God forever. 
 
Friends, pray that through our sharing in this sacred meal we will be a blessing to others.   
  May God transform these gifts for the blessing of all the world.  

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
Eucharistic Prayer Adapted from Enfleshed.com and past MMACC worship aids 
 
The Holy One be with you.  
 And also with you 
 
Let us open your hearts to the One who is Love:  
To the One who took on flesh, we give thanks and praise 
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Presider:  Creator of all that is, by your hand we were formed. You created us to thrive - not 
alone, but together. You shaped the entire cosmos so that every form of life depends on every 
other. You made us strong and resilient people, but equally vulnerable and dependent on you, 
the earth, and all our neighbors. You gifted us with the need to rely on one another, bone of each 
other's bone, flesh of each other's flesh. In Your wisdom, You created us with both desire and 
need to be in community. 
 
You sent prophets and messengers to Your people, reminding us of the promised time of peace 
and justice that would surround the world. They came in the midst of our despair and filled us 
with hope. You came to a young woman named Mary and laid out the promise in a new way – 
promising her a son who would be called Jesus, through whom the world would be changed.  
And now as we wait in hope for that child to be born, we join with all your people in singing:  
 
Sanctus  Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  

 
Holy, Holy, Holy One God of all.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Voice 1:  Source of love that knows no boundaries, Your song rang out before the world 
began.  Throughout the ages, Your song of liberation has impregnated us with Your hope for a 
world where those considered last and least are first and most, where violence is overcome by 
the power of your ancient love, and where all of humanity works together for peace.  
 
Voice 2:  You brought us holiness through vulnerability.  You too became bone of our bone, 
flesh of our flesh. You made yourself dependent on us in the form of an infant, revealing the 
transformative power of giving and receiving love through human flesh.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, 
 toward the bread and wine.] 

 
Presider:  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to 
become You in us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill Your command of love.  Make 
this bread the means of our rebuilding, this wine the medium of our transformation, this table the 
foundation of our renewal, and this community the place of our rebirth. We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[pause]  
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:    [Sung – Mass of Glory, Hurd & Canedo]   
 When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
 We proclaim your death, O Jesus, 
 until you come in glory, until you come in glory. 
 
Voice 1:  We remember all who are separated from their families, homes, and communities 
because of the pandemic, or because of selfishness, greed, hatred, famine, and war. Encourage 
and enable us to move out of our comfort zones and be in solidarity with all those who cry out 
for understanding, help and love. Motivate us to be the hope that our weary world needs; to 
bring about a change in attitudes in our country and to give shelter and sanctuary as able.  
 
Voice 2:  We hear Your Voice of steadfast love in all the beauty and the pain that we 
experience in life. We remember all who now journey through sickness and suffering. We 
remember all who have died into the fullness of communion with You, especially members of 
our MMACC community. We remember those whose lives have been blighted by violence, 
racism, or poverty – all whom the world counts as last and least.  
Presider:  Holy One, you poured Your Spirit on Mary and she sang words of defiance and 
hope. Pour out Your Spirit upon us gathered today. As we eat and drink, may we know Your 
presence among us and be opened to the possibilities of Your hope. Strengthen us as we work for 
peace and justice.  Reinforce our courage to make the Advent promise a reality. 
 
Through Christ the Servant, may all creation be renewed.   
With Christ the Servant, may we serve those in need.  
In Christ the Servant, may peace and justice flourish.  
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]    Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  
 

A-a-men. A-a-men. Al-le-lu-ia. A-a-men. 
 

Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, 

the desire of your heart for the world be done 
in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 

Keep us from all anxiety and fear 
for you reign in the power that comes from love 

which is your glory forever and ever amen. 
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Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of Emmanuel – God-with-us – be with you today and always.   
And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God     Mass of Glory 
 
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of hope. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of love. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of peace; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
 
We are the body of Christ, called to listen deeply to God’s Voice.  
We are blessed to hear God’s Word and share in this communion. 
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. We believe that this is God’s table, not ours, 
and all are truly welcome here and invited to receive. Whether you are joining us in person or 
online, we are all gathered around Christ’s table. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – Come, Emmanuel        Paris 
Come and speak to us, come and renew us, 
Come and live through us, Emmanuel. 
Grace to implore us, ever before us, 
Come and restore us, Emmanuel. 
 
Come, Emmanuel.  Come, Emmanuel. 
Come, Emmanuel.  Come, Emmanuel. 
 
Once mercy found us, still You astound us, 
Hold and surround us, Emmanuel. 
Living inside us, faithful to guide us, 
Cover and hide us, Emmanuel.   
 
Come, Emmanuel, Come, Emmanuel. 
Come, Emmanuel; Come….Come…. 
 
Love that begins us, pardons and wins us 
Come and reign in us, Emmanuel. 
Come and speak to us, fill and renew us 
Come and live through us, Emmanuel. 
 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, Emmanuel. 
 
Prayer After Communion   
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Closing Blessing 
 
Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – Be Not Afraid         Dufford 
 
You shall cross the barren desert but shall not die of thirst. 
You shall wander far in safety though you do not know the way. 
You shall speak your words in foreign lands and all will understand.  
You shall see the face of God and live. 
 
Be not afraid.  I go before you always.  
Come, follow me. And I will give you rest.  
 
If you pass through raging waters in the sea, you shall not drown. 
If you walk amid the burning flames, you shall not be harmed.   
If you stand before the darkest night and death is at your side,  
Know that I am with you through it all. (R) 
 
Blessed are your poor, because God’s reign shall be theirs.  
Blest are you that weep and mourn, for one day you shall laugh.   
And if people do insult and hate you all because of me,  
blessed, blessed are you.  (R) 
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We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Our Eucharistic Prayer was adapted from Enfleshed.com  

by members of the MMACC liturgy committee and draws inspiration from several sources.  
 
 


