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•Making Catholicism relevant •Restoring women’s ordination  •Living the change we envision 

 

 
Mass of Thanksgiving 
November 25, 2021 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California. 
Today we gather from locations all around the world. Know that wherever you are and whoever 
you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are joining us 
 
The land that surrounds us is part of who we are; it reflects our histories. We acknowledge that in 
San Diego, we live and work on the unceded lands that the Kumeyaay peoples have tended and 
lived on for generations. We are grateful for their continued stewardship of this land. We 
remember that for the indigenous peoples of the U.S., Thanksgiving is not a celebration, but a 
day of mourning. We invite you to learn the stories of the land you are on and of the peoples who 
have lived there before you.  
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In today’s liturgy, we ask that you remain muted for the majority of the service in order to ensure 
the best worship experience for all. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at 
home. At the time of the prayers of the people, you will be able to unmute yourself to offer a 
prayer. Prayer requests may also be offered in the chat at any time. You may wish to have bread 
and wine (or something similar) with you to share in our spiritual communion. After our liturgy 
concludes, we will have a brief break before gathering for some social time. All are welcome to 
join us for that time. 
 
I invite you now to center yourselves in the presence of God as we begin our opening song. 
 
Opening Song – We Come to Your Feast      Joncas 
 
We place upon your table, a festive cloth tonight. 
The weaving of our stories, the fabrics of our lives 
The dreams of those before us, the ancients hopeful cry 
The promise of our future, our needing and our nurture, 
Lie here before our eyes. 
 
We come to your feast, we come to your feast 
The young and the old, the frightened, the bold,  
the greatest and the least.  
We come to your feast, we come to your feast 
With the fruit of our lands, and the work of our hands 
We come to your feast 
 
We place upon your table, a humble loaf of bread: 
the gift of field and hillside, the grain by which we're fed; 
we come to taste the presence, of him on whom we feed, 
to strengthen and connect us, to challenge and correct us, 
to love in word and deed. R.  
 
Opening Rite 
 
In the name of God who shares divinity with us, Jesus, who shares humanity with us; and the 
Holy Spirit who unsettles and inspires us.  Amen. 
 
The grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the peace of the Holy Spirit be with us all.  
Amen. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
Loving God, we live in a culture of plenty, but do not share enough.  Make us as generous as 
You. 
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Jesus the Christ, we forget your teaching on the importance of gratitude. Make us as grateful as 
You. 
 
Loving God, often when we offer You gifts at the altar, we are not reconciled with our sisters and 
brothers. Make us forgiving like You. 
 
May the God who harvests good from the soil of our souls, have mercy on us, forgive us, and 
nurture our capacity for good.  Amen.  
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading                     Sirach 50:22-24 
A Reading from the Wisdom writing of Ben Sirach: 
 
And now, bless the God of all, 
who has done wondrous things on Earth. 
Bless God who fosters people's growth  
from their mother's womb. 
Bless God whose heart’s desire is for us, for all people! 
 
May God grant you joy of heart. 
May peace abide among you and in you. 
May God’s goodness be known everywhere. 
May we endure. 
May God’s goodness liberate us to be God’s goodness  
in our days, for all days. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 100:1-5 (Merrill with minor adaptation) 
Our Psalm response is: Alleluia! Amen! 
R: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Sing a joyful noise to the Beloved, 
all peoples of the earth! 
Serve Love with a glad heart! 
Join hands in the great Dance of Life! 
R: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Know that the Beloved of your heart 
 is the Divine Presence! 
Love created us!  We belong to a Cosmic God! 
We are born to be loving expressions  
in the whole, holy story of the Universe. 
R: Alleluia! Amen! 
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Open the gates of your heart with gratitude! 
Enter Love’s court with praise! 
Give thanks to the Beloved! 
Bless Love’s holy Name! 
R: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Love is of God and Love is God. 
Love lives in your heart forever. 
With faith, truth, joy,  
now and in all that is to come, we proclaim: 
Alleluia! Amen! 
R: Alleluia! Amen! 
 
Second Reading          Philippians 1:1-11 
A Reading from the Letter to the Philippians: 
  
Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, to all God’s holy people in Christ Jesus at Philippi, 
together with the bishops and deacons:  Grace and peace to you from our Loving God, and from 
Jesus, the Christ. 
 
I thank my God every time I remember you.  In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now.  We are confident that 
the One who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion, until the day of Christ 
Jesus. 
 
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I hold you in my heart.  Whether I am in 
chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace with me.  God 
can testify how I long for all of you with the affection of Christ Jesus. 
 
This is my pray for you:  
May your love abound more and more in knowledge and depth 
     of insight, so that you may be able to discern what is best.   
May you have clarity and singleness of heart.   
May you be ready on the day of the Christ. 
May you be filled with the fruit of justice that flowed through 
     Jesus the Christ and flows on to us. 
May all this be done to the glory and praise of God. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation               Mass of a Joyful Heart - Angrisano 
 
Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia, alleluia.  
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Gospel           Luke 17:11-19 
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke.  Glory to You, O God.   
 
Continuing on their journey to Jerusalem, Jesus and his disciples traveled through Samaria and 
Galilee. 
 
As Jesus entered a village, ten people with leprosy met him.  They stood at the distance that was 
allowed them.  They raised their voices to be heard:  
 
“Jesus! Sir, please! Have compassion for us!” 
 
When Jesus saw them, he said, “Go show yourselves to the priests.” 
 
As they were on their way, they were cleansed!  
 
One of them, who realized the miraculous healing that had taken place, returned.  The healed 
“leper” glorified God in a loud voice, falling at Jesus’ feet, giving thanks. 
 
The person healed from leprosy was a Samaritan. 
 
Jesus said, “Ten were cleansed, were they not?  Where are the other nine?  Has none but this 
foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”  
 
Then Jesus said, "Stand up and go! Your faith has made you well." 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ.   
 
Homily & Sharing of Gratitude           
After a brief reflection on the scriptures, we invite everyone to share what they are grateful for.  
 
 
Prayers of the People 
 
Eucharist is the Greek word for Thanksgiving; Thanksgiving is the English word for Eucharist. And 
so, today …  Let us come to God with thanksgiving. 
 
For the good world; for things great and small, beautiful and awesome; for seen and unseen 
splendors. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For human life; for talking and moving and thinking together; for common hopes and hardships 
shared from birth until our dying. For work to do and strength to work; for exchanges of good 
humor and encouragement. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
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For the young; for their high hopes; for their irreverence toward worn-out values; for their search 
for freedom; for their solemn vows. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For growing up and growing old; for wisdom deepened by experience; for rest in leisure; and for 
time made precious by its passing. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For our indigenous people of this land, who built nations and cultures; who thrived and 
prospered here long before the coming of strangers; for the forfeit of their lives, their homes, their 
lands, and their freedoms sacrificed to the rise of new nations. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For the wealth of this land; for the minerals in the earth; for the plants and water, sand, animals 
on the earth; for the birds, the clouds and rain; for the sun and moon in the sky and the gifts they 
gave to people that enabled the rise of new economies. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For the many foods, coaxed from the heart of Mother Earth; for the skills learned to develop foods 
that now belong to the world: potatoes, corn, beans, squash, peanuts, tomatoes, peppers, coffee, 
cocoa, sugar and many more. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For the medicines first discovered by native people, now known to the world: quinine, ipecac, 
iodine, curare, petroleum jelly, witch hazel and others; for the healing skills of all peoples. For 
sage, sweet grass and cedar that give spiritual healing by the power of their meaning. 
Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
For the strength and beauty of diverse Native cultures; for the traditions that give structure and 
meaning; that gave them the courage and faith to endure; may we always remember and respect 
those whose land we are on. Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
Now it is time to bring to God the personal prayers and intentions of our community of Eucharist 
and Thanksgiving, of joys and sorrows. We remember as well the universal needs of all, 
especially those who have been touched by the pandemic and by the racism, injustice, and 
violence of our time. 
 
All who wish to share a prayer, please unmute your microphone and speak your prayer briefly 
and clearly. 
Response: Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
Let us now take a moment to remember all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, 
deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat box and in our online community 
prayer book . . . we pray …  Holy One, we give You thanks. 
 
Accept, O Creator, our prayer of gratitude, and make our hearts thankful for what we have 
received. Make our hearts humble for what we have taken. Make our hearts glad as we return 
some measure of what we have been given. Strengthen our faith and make our hearts strong in 
the service of all people, in the name of Jesus the Christ. Amen 
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Offertory Song: From the Many, Make Us One      Tony Alonso 
 
Cantor: All alike at table share 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: God and world are wedded here 
All: From the many make us one 
Cantor: No more borders, prison walls 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Open wide our banquet hall 
All: From the many, make us one. 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Cantor: What if greed and hunger reign? 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Then God loves the world again! 
All: From the many, make us one. 
Cantor: Sets a meager banquet here 
All: To this table now we come 
Cantor: Humans all, it’s ours to share 
All: From the many, make us one 
 
Refrain:  When we sing, and when we cry, as we live and as we die: 
  To this table now we come. From the many, make us one. 
 
Our Eucharist 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.   

Blessed be God forever. 
 
Blessed are You, God of all creation. Through Your goodness we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands. It will become our spiritual drink.    

Blessed be God forever. 
 

Pray, friends, that our work, our play, our worship and our very lives be acceptable to God, the 
Source of Life.   

Accept our gifts for the good of all.  
 

Prayer with our Gifts 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.   
And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts.  
We open our hearts to God and to one another.   
 
God of our every moment, You were filled with laughter, as you sang creation into being. The 
heavens rang with shouts of joy, as fruit-bearing trees sprang up and green pastures rippled with 
wonder. Crafted in Your image, You satisfy us with the bounty of Your grace. With those who 
lifted thanks by crossed rivers, with those who offered gratitude for simple gifts, we join our voice 
in praising your name: 
 
Sanctus        Mass of a Joyful Hear 
 
Holy Holy Holy, One God of Life 
Heaven and Earth are full of your glory  
Hosanna in the highest  
Blessed are all who come  
in the name of our God, in the name of our God  
Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest!  
 
O God, how wonderful is Your presence! Fill us with awe of Your presence in all who know and 
love and serve You, and in those who do not. Fill us with awe of Your presence in all creation.  
Help us to work together to build Your kin-dom on earth.  
 
You gave us Jesus as a model of faith, hope and love, and sent him as Your messenger. When we 
rejected him, and put him to death, You raised him up to be a new and living “temple” in which 
You now dwell. 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
And so we praise You through Jesus - the Word that brings healing and wholeness - the hand You 
stretch out to us - the way that leads to Your peace. We recognize Your Spirit of Love alive and at 
work in this bread and wine, and in us. As we remember Jesus and his final feast, transform this 
bread and wine to become Your tangible presence in and among us, the body and blood of 
Christ. We remember that: 
 
All:   
…on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This bread 
is me.  Remember me when you break bread together.”   

[Pause] 
 

In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He gave You thanks, and gave the cup to 
his friends, saying: “Take this all of you and drink.  This wine is me.  Remember me when you 
drink it together.”  
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:        [spoken] 
 
Christ was birthed among us. 
Christ was killed among us. 
Christ rises again among us.  
 
O God, we ask You to remember all leaders everywhere, secular and religious. Remember all 
those who seek You with a sincere heart. Remember all those who have died in the peace of 
Christ. Remember all those who have died whose faith is known to You alone. In Your goodness, 
grant to us, Your servants, the experience of Your life-giving presence in the company of Mary 
Magdalene and all the saints, for it is… 
 
Through Christ, with Christ and in Christ,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
all glory and honor is yours, O God, forever and ever.  
 
       [sung] Mass of a Joyful Heart – Angrisano  
Amen. Amen. Amen, amen, amen.  
 
Prayer of Jesusi         Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version:  
 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 
May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 
Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 
For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever amen. 
 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
 
Lamb of God           Angrisano 
 
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.   
Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
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This is God’s holy bread for God’s holy people. 
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
We believe that Christ is present with us whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are 
using right now is no longer your table alone. It is part of Christ’s table, and you are part of 
Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this spiritual communion be united with us in the 
Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 
 
Communion Song – Give Thanks        Smith 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
Give thanks to the Holy One 
Give thanks because God’s given holy bread and wine. X2 
 
And now, let it be that all are blessed  
let us all bless whom we meet 
because of Love that dwells within our hearts.  X2 
 
Prayer After Communion 
 
 
Closing Blessing : A Holiday Blessing by Kaitlin Curtice 
 
May our white fragility dissipate into humble listening and learning; 
May our faithful solidarity bloom like wildflowers in a dry spell;  
May truth-telling come as a kind invitation to a better life; 
May a prophetic vision of wholeness guide us home; 
May we hold space where we didn’ tknow we could;  
May our feasting always be full of flavor and full of love;  
May our grief lead us to community where it wasn’t before;  
May patriotic nostalgia be replaced with a future for all;  
May family feuds reminds us that family is chosen and made; 
May Mystery beckon us to the quiet places of sacred belonging;  
May our path be always together, onward, kinship leading us;  
May the boundaries created by hate evaporate in the light of a new day.  
 
Let the church say… Amen.  
 
Sending Forth 

Our Mass has ended, our thanksgiving continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song: How Great is our God       Tomlin 
 
Ce-lestial royalty, clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice, all the earth rejoice 
God’s wrapped in starry light and sings into the night 
We tremble at this voice, tremble at the voice 
 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God and all will see 
How great, how great is our God 
 
Age to age God stands, and time is in God hands 
Beginning and the end, beginning and the end. 
God’s own divinity, dwells in humanity 
Lion and the Lamb, Lion and the Lamb 
 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 
 
Name above all names. here we offer praise 
Our hearts will sing, how great is our God. 
 
How great is our God, sing with me 
How great is our God, and all will see 
How great, how great is our God. 
 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship today.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed 
Roman Catholic Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep 
it alive for future generations. To underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest 
and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday offering back into the 

community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

 
i The “Prayer of Jesus” or “Lord’s Prayer” has been translated and rendered in many ways throughout the centuries. This version is 
a sung contemporary version. Words by Rus Kosits, Nancy Corran, Jane Via and MMACC. Music by Rus Kosits. 


