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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 

 
Worship Aid – November 21, 2021 

Feast of Christ the Servant  
 

Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on 
the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and online 
– united in love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just 
as you are. We are glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the 
service. Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying 
the spoken responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself 
and offer your prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any 
point in time. You may wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After 
our liturgy concludes, we invite you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
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Opening Song – God Has Chosen Us (Farrell) 
 
God has chosen us, God has chosen us to bring good news to the poor. 
God has chosen us, God has chosen us to bring new sight to those searching for light:  
God has chosen us, chosen us 
 
Refrain 
And to tell the world that God’s kin-dom is near, to remove oppression and breakdown fear, 
yes, God’s time is near, God’s time is near, God’s time is near, God’s time is near. 
 
God has chosen us, God has chosen us to set alight a new fire. 
God has chosen us, God has chosen us to bring to birth a new kin-dom on earth:  
God has chosen us, chosen us: R 
 
God is calling us, God is calling us in all whose cry is unheard. 
God is calling us, God is calling us to raise up the voice with no power or choice:  
God is calling us, calling us: R 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the inspiration of the Holy Spirit be with 
you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
 
We pause for a moment to remember those times that we have not lived as God calls us to:  
 
Sacred Voice, too often we do not hear Your words of life.   
Help us to hear Your voice.   
 
Word made Flesh, too often we do not hear Your challenging words.  
Help us to hear Your call.   
 
Sacred Breath, too often we do not hear the cries of those in need.   
Help us to hear You.   
  
Holy One, give us courage to live our lives in service.  Show us where our gifts meet the world's 
needs.  Grant us Wisdom to know what makes for peace.  Help us to work for Your vision of 
justice.  Amen.   
 
Opening Prayer 
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First Reading - Sirach 24:13-21                   
 
A Reading from the Wisdom of Sirach: 
  
I have taken root in a holy people, 
people who belong to God, God’s heritage. 
There, I have grown tall as a cedar in Lebanon, 
as a cypress on Mount Hermon. 
I have grown tall as a palm in En-Gedi, 
as the rose bushes of Jericho, 
as a fine olive in the field, 
as a plane tree beside the water. 
Like cinnamon and precious oils, I yield perfume. 
Like choice myrrh, I spread my fragrance. 
Like the smell and smoke of frankincense, I fill the tent. 
I have spread my branches like a terebinth,  
luminous and graceful. 
I bud forth delights like the vine. 
My blossoms become a harvest of abundant fruit. 
 
I am the Mother of Love, inspiring awe. 
I am Woman Wisdom, imparting understanding. 
I am from the beginning, indwelling hope forever.  
I, Wisdom, am undying and timeless. 
I am given to all my children,  
to all those named by God. 
 
Come to me, you who yearn for me! 
Eat your fill of my fruits! 
The memory of me is sweeter than honey,  
sweeter than the honeycomb. 
All who eat of me will hunger for more. 
All who drink of me will thirst for more. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 63:2, 4-6, 8, 12 
 
The Psalm Response is: In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy. 
R: In the shadow of Your wings, we sing for joy. 
 
God, You are our God. 
We seek You. 
We thirst for You. 
Our bodies, our whole beings, long for You. 
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For You we yearn, as in a dry and parched land,  
where there is no water. 
R: In the shadow of Your wings, we sing for joy. 
 
Your unfailing love is better than life itself. 
Our lips will ever praise you, telling of Love’s glory. 
We will bless You all our lives long. 
We will lift up our hands and call on Your name. 
You satisfy us as with a rich feast. 
With joyous lips, our mouths will praise You. 
R: In the shadow of Your wings, we sing for joy. 
 
You have always been our healer and our help. 
In the shadow of your wings, we sing for joy! 
You raise up servants, those you have called,  
 to guide your people. 
 All will rejoice in you. 
R: In the shadow of Your wings, we sing for joy. 
 
Second Reading – Revelation 1:3-8             
 
A Reading from the Book of Revelation: 
 
I, John, write to the seven churches in Asia.  Grace to you, and peace, from the One who is and 
was and is to come. Grace and peace to you from the seven-fold Spirit who is before the throne.  
Grace and peace to you from Jesus the Christ, God’s faithful witness, firstborn of the dead, and 
ruler of all who rule the earth.   
 
To the one who loves us and has freed us, to the one who has made us to be a kin-dom, - all of 
us priests, serving a Loving God -  to that servant leader be glory and honor for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
Look, Christ is coming on the clouds! 

Every eye will see it, 
even those who pierced Jesus. 

All the peoples of the earth 
will lament Jesus’ sufferings. 

So shall it be. Amen. 
 
“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says God, “the One who is and was and is to come, the All in 
All.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation                  Mass of Glory 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Give the glory and the honor to our God! 
 
Gospel  - John 18:33-38 + 19:1-3 and Mark 10:43b-45       
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospels attributed to John and Mark.   Glory to You, O God.   
 
Pilate went back into his headquarters and summoned Jesus, saying, “So, you are the king of the 
Jews.”   
 
Jesus responded, “Do you say this on your own, or have others told you about me?”  Pilate 
replied, “Am I a Judean?  It’s your own nation and religious authorities who handed you over to 
me.  What have you done?”   
 
Jesus answered, “The realm I call my own is not of this world.  If my reign were of this world, my 
followers would have fought with power and might to prevent me from being handed over.  As it 
is, my realm is not here.”   
 
Pilate said, “Well then, you “reign” over a “realm”, you must therefore be a king.”  Jesus replied, 
“It is you who say that I am a king.  As for me, I came into the world and was born for this: to 
bear witness to the truth.  Whoever belongs to truth listens to my voice.” Pilate replied, “What is 
truth?”  
 
Pilate went out again to the people and said, “I find no case against him.”  Then Pilate took Jesus 
and had him flogged.  The soldiers twisted together a crown of thorns and put it on his head. 
They clothed him in a purple robe. They mocked paying homage, again and again, saying, “Hail, 
King of the Jews!” They slapped Jesus in the face. 
 
And from Mark... 
 
Speaking to his disciples, Jesus taught: “Anyone who wants to become great among you must be 
your servant. Anyone who wants to be first among you must serve all.  For the Human One came 
not to be served but to serve, and to pour out life that others may live.” 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to You, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
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Investiture of Servant Leadership 
Adapted from John O’Donohue’s Prayer for New Leadership 
 
Loving God, we have elected leaders,  
but we know that you confer authority.  
 
We occupy roles, but you form hearts.  
We are sensitive to who has power and who wants power,  
yet Jesus took his place among those without power. 
 
Help us to care more about vision than about viewpoint,  
more about servanthood than about rules,  
more about mercy than about merit.  
 
Help us to have the courage to lead by serving  
and put aside the world’s easier ways.  
 
Help us to emulate the Apostles,  
not in the early days when they craved power and preference,  
but in the latter days after the crucifixion,  
when they prayed only for courage and wisdom. 
 
May you have the grace and wisdom to act kindly,  
to be gracious in the face of disappointment,  
to be creative in your commitments,  
and to act with a servant's heart,  
seeing and respecting one another. 
 
May we treasure the gift of our minds through learning 
so that we continue as servants of the frontier 
where the new will draw its enrichment from the old. 
 
May you know the wisdom of deep listening, 
the healing of wholesome words,  
the encouragement of the appreciative gaze,  
and the decorum of held dignity. 
 
May we evoke a new landscape that lies beyond view, 
with good friends to mirror our blind spots.   
 
May servant leadership be a true adventure of growth  
for all of us in our service.   
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Prayers of the People  
 
“Come to me, you who yearn for Wisdom!”  “I was born for this: to bear witness to the truth.”  
“What is truth?”  With all our companions in faith, let us call on God who invites us to the kin-
dom that transcends the limits of our human grasp of Truth. 
 
Our response:   Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.   Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
 
That the sweet and fragrant frankincense of our service continue to mark us as followers of Jesus 
… we pray … Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
 
In solidarity with our African-American companions on The Way, during this Black Catholic 
History Month, and for all who bring their gifts of cultural diversity to the church … let us pray … 
Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
 
For the coming of the sweet, sweet Spirit upon all who hear and honor the Gospel call to service 
… we pray … Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
   
For all leaders of the church, and especially for the members of our Community Leadership 
Council whom we bless and commission for service today … we pray … Christ, Servant, fill us 
with your Truth.    
 
In thanksgiving for the chance to know You and see Your footprints in the richness and intricacy 
of our home, this precious blue Earth, and in the immensity and extravagant diversity of the 
Cosmos … we pray … Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
  
For those who refuse to serve, or to serve with us, and for the times we have ignored our own call 
to service … we pray as Jesus said we should … Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.    
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of all beings, all who are facing illness and 
suffering, those who have gone home to the Creator, and all the prayers here today that have 
remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts… 
 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   
. . . we pray … Christ, Servant, fill us with your Truth.       
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful 
 
 
Offertory Song – Servant Song (Richard Gillard) 
 
Will you let me be your servant?  Let me be as Christ to you; 
Pray that I may have the grace to let you be my servant, too. 
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We are pilgrims on a journey, we are trav’lers on the road; 
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
 
I will hold the Christ light for you in the night time of your fear; 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear. 
 
I will weep when you are weeping; when you laugh I’ll laugh with you. 
I will share your joy and sorrow ‘til we’ve seen this journey through. 
 
When we sing to God together, born will be such harmony, 
Music at our life-long banquet, bread and wine do we receive. 
 
When we finally reach Your table, where all saints are gathered ‘round,  
With all those who’ve gone before us, we shall hear the sweetest sound. 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, which 
earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of 
the vine and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Pray, friends, that we embody the desire of God’s heart for the world. 
We gather in Your name.  Be with us in our midst.  

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Let us give thanks to the life-giving Spirit of God.  
With hearts burning with love, we give God thanks and praise. 
 
Presider:  Source of Life, we thank you for the gifts you have given us – for live and the ability 
to love. We thank You for the gift of Your servant Jesus, who shows us how to live, how to serve, 
how to bring about Your vision for peace and justice.  In unity with all your holy servants 
throughout time, we join in their unending song of praise: 
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Sanctus        Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  
Holy, Holy, Holy One God of all.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God. 
Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest. 
 

Voice 1:  We remember Your servant, Jesus.  Human like us, Jesus allowed Your creative 
Spirit to move in his life, his searching and questioning, his hopes and dreams, his understanding 
of where the sacred is found. Servant of all, Jesus opened himself to Your transforming Spirit.  
Your spirit inspired him to free people from religious images and ideas that kept them captive, 
dependent and fearful of You.  He freed people to transcend social and religious barriers; 
challenged religious leaders to move beyond legalism; and called religious institutions to 
authenticity and change.   
 
Voice 2:  Servant of all, Jesus lived and died for what he believed: that You are Love; that 
Love is stronger than fear and death; that You are present even in chaos; that Your desire for the 
cosmos can be trusted; that living in love and service is living in You; that dying in love and 
service is dying into You; that resurrection and new life follow death.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider:  Loving One, we praise You through Jesus, Your Sacred Servant as we prepare to 
share this sacred meal, a sign of your abiding love. We open ourselves to Your Spirit who 
sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in us, the body and blood of Christ. We 
remember that…  
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the 
blessing, broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat. This is my 
body. Do this in memory of me.”   

[pause]  
 

After the meal, Jesus took the cup filled with wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends 
and said: “Take this, all of you and drink. This is my blood, the cup of the new and ever-lasting 
covenant. Do this in memory of me.” 
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:    [Sung – Mass of Glory, Hurd & Canedo]   

When we eat this bread and drink this cup, 
we proclaim your death, O Jesus, 
until you come in glory, until you come in glory. 

 
Voice 1:  Servant to all, Jesus reveals our true identity as earthen vessels holding a treasure as 
temples of Your Spirit. Jesus calls us to continue his service to all creation as members of the 
body of Christ.  In his life, death, and resurrection, we experience Your presence and action in 
the world. We know You are always with us, and that You reveal yourself when we serve others 
in compassion and love.  
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Voice 2:  Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them 
by surprise.  Fill their hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political 
rhetoric and work for the common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine 
diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of 
the body of Christ. 
 
Presider:  We remember all your servants who have touched our lives and have died. We 
remember the ways they served and changed the world. We know they are ever part of the 
Universe Story and held in cosmic glory. In their presence, we give You glory with all creation 
and with Jesus Your servant through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ the Servant, may all creation be renewed.   
With Christ the Servant, may we serve those in need.  
In Christ the Servant, may peace and justice flourish.  
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of Glory – Canedo & Hurd  

A-a-men. A-a-men. Al-le-lu-ia. A-a-men. 
 

Prayer of Jesus          Wilhelmy 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been 
translated and rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying 
in the language and words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, 

the desire of your heart for the world be done 
in us, by us, and through us. 

Give us the bread we need for each day. 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 

Keep us from all anxiety and fear 
for you reign in the power that comes from love 

which is your glory forever and ever amen. 
 

Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God          Mass of Glory 
 
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of hope. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of love. O Lamb of God. O Lamb of God.  
Lamb of God, You call us to gospel of peace; grant us peace; grant us peace. 
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We are God’s body, made one in the Spirit.  
We are blessed to share in this communion.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. We believe that this is God’s table, not ours, 
and all are truly welcome here and invited to receive. Whether you are joining us in person or 
online, we are all gathered around Christ’s table. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – The Summons (Kelvingrove) 
 
Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?  
Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 
Will you let my love be shown? Will you let my name be known? 
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?  
 
Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?  
Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?  
Will you risk the hostile stare should your life attract or scare?   
Will you let me answer prayer in you and you in me?  
 
Will you let those blinded see if I but call your name?  
Will you set those captive free and never be the same?   
Will you kiss those deemed unclean, and do such as this unseen, 
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 
   
Will you love the "you" you hide if I but call your name?  
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?  
Will you use the faith you've found to reshape this world around,  
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 
 
God, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.   
In your company I'll go, where your love and footsteps show.   
Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me.   
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
 
Closing Blessing 
 
 
Sending Forth 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
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Closing Song – Siyahamba (traditional) 
 
We are walking in the light of God  
We are walking in the light of God  
We are walking in the light of God  
We are walking in the light of God 
We are walking (walking) 
We are walking (walking) 
oh oh 
We are walking in the light of God 
 
We are dancing… 
 
We are praying… 
 
We are singing… 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Our Eucharistic Prayer was written by members of the MMACC liturgy committee and draws inspiration from 

several sources.  
 

 


