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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 

 
“That I might see”, sculpture in Matyas Church, Budapest, Hungary  

 
Worship Aid - October 24, 2021 

30th Sunday in the Orderly Course of Time 
 

 
Introduction & Welcome 
 
Welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, California, on the 
land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and online – united in 
love. Know that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are 
glad you are joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
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Opening Song – Sing a New Song (Schutte) 
Sing a new song unto our God;  
let your song be sung from mountains high.  
Sing a new song unto our God, singing alleluia. 
 
All God’s people dance for joy. O come before our God. 
And play with joy on glad tambourines, and let your trumpet sound.  (R) 
 
Rise, O children, from your sleep; for Jesus now has come. 
God has turned your sorrow to joy, and filled your soul with song.  (R) 
 
Glad my soul for I have seen the glory of our God. 
The trumpet sounds’ the dead shall be raised.   
I know that Jesus lives.  (R) 
 
Opening Rite 
We begin our liturgy with the sign of our faith…  
+ In the name of our one God: Speaker, Word, and Breath. Amen.  
 
May the grace of Jesus the Christ, the love of God, and the justice of the Holy Spirit be with you.  
And also with you. 
 
Knowing God’s Loving Kindness 
Loving God, we often fail to recognize Your freedom in the midst of life’s busyness. 
Help us to be mindful of Your Presence.  
 
Liberating One, we often fail to see the countless ways we are constrained and controlled by the status 
quo, by the marketplace, and by addiction.  
Heal us to live in the freedom of Your Spirit. 
 
Spirit of God, we often fail to live the freedom of the Gospel, to welcome all without judgment or bias.  
Transform us to be Your freeing presence for others.  
 
Loving God, You set us free through Your Spirit.  Empower us to live responsibly and to further Your 
vision for a world where all live in the fullness of freedom. For this we pray in Jesus’ name.   Amen. 
 
Opening Prayer 
 
First Reading - Jeremiah 31:7-9                      
A Reading from the Prophet Jeremiah:  
 
Thus says God: 
 
“Sing with joy, O people! 
Announce the good news! 
Share the good news with a great nation  
  that has suffered greatly. 
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Make your Alleluias heard!  
Say: ‘Liberate us, O God! 
    Bring home those who have survived.’ 
 
“Then, look and see! 
I will bring them from the land of the north. 
I will gather them from the farthest reaches of Earth. 
Among them will be  
 those who are blind,  
 those who cannot walk, 
 expectant mothers and women in labor.  
 A great throng will return! 
 
"They will come weeping for joy. 
They will pour out hope-filled prayers  
  as I bring them back. 
I will lead them beside flowing streams 
 on a way that has been cleared. 
They will not stumble. 
I gave birth to them. 
They are my firstborn.” 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.            
Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 126:1-2; 3-4; 5-6 
Our Psalm Response is:  Turn our mourning into laughter. 
R: Turn our mourning into laughter. 
 
When God brought back Zion’s captives, 
 we lived in a dream. 
Our mouths filled with laughter, 
and our lips with song. R 
 
Great things God did for us! 
We were overjoyed! 
Bring back again, O God, 
bring back all your people in captivity, 
 like the streams return in the Negev. R 
 
Those who sow in tears, 
sing as they reap. 
They went off weeping, 
but bearing the seed. 
They come back singing, 
bringing in sheaves. R.  
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Second Reading – Acts 9:1-10a, 17-19                
A Reading from the Acts of the Apostles: 
 
Saul continued to breathe murderous threats against the disciples of Jesus.  He had gone before the High 
Priest and asked for warrants of arrest addressed to the synagogues.  These letters authorized him to 
arrest and take to Jerusalem any followers of "the Way" he could find, both women and men. 
 
As Saul traveled along, approaching Damascus, a light from the sky suddenly flashed about him.  He fell 
to the earth and heard a voice saying, 'Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" 
 
"Who are you?"  Saul asked. 
 
The voice replied, "I am Jesus, and you are persecuting me.  Get up now!  Go into the city!  There, you 
will be told what to do."  Those traveling with Saul were speechless.  They heard the voice, but could 
see no one. 
 
Saul got up, unable to see, even though his eyes were open.  Those traveling with him had to take him 
by the hand and lead him into Damascus.  For three days, he remained blind, during which time he ate 
and drank nothing. 
 
There was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias to whom the Risen Christ appeared in a vision, 
sending him to Saul.   
 
When Ananias entered the house where Saul was staying, he laid hands on Saul with the words, "Saul, 
my own kin, I have been sent by Jesus the Christ, who appeared to you on the way here, to help you 
recover your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit." 
 
Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul's eyes, and he regained sight.  He got up and was 
baptized.  His strength returned after he had eaten. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 
 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  - Mark 10:46-52          
 
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Mark.   Glory to You, O God.   
 
Jesus, and a throng of followers on "the Way" to Jerusalem, came to Jericho.  As Jesus and his disciples, 
together with the parade of people, were leaving the city, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), 
who was blind, was sitting by the wayside begging.   
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When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, “Jesus, Heir of David, have mercy on 
me!” 
 
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet. He shouted all the more, “Heir of David, have mercy on 
me!” 
 
Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 
 
So they called to the blind man, “Come now! On your feet! He’s calling you.”  Throwing off his cloak, 
Bartimaeus jumped to his feet and came to Jesus. 
 
“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.  Bartimaeus replied, “Rabbi, I want to see.” 
 
“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.”  Immediately, Bartimaeus received his sight and followed 
Jesus along "the Way." 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Sr. Joan Chittister, OSB 
We believe in God who made us all 
and whose divinity infuses life with the sacred.   
We believe in the multiple revelations of God,  
alive in every human heart, expressed in every culture,  
found in all the wisdoms of the world.   
 
We believe in Jesus, the Christ, 
who leads us to the fullness of humanity,  
to what we are meant to become.   
Through Christ, we become new people,  
called beyond the consequences of our brokenness,  
lifted to the fullness of life.   
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the breath of God on earth,  
who keeps the Christ vision present to souls yet in chaos, 
gives sight to hearts now blind,  
infuses energy into spirits yet weary, 
isolated, searching and confused. 
 
We believe in God who is life.  
Amen to courage, to hope, to spirit of truth, 
to nature, to happiness, to wholeness,  
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to the partnership of all people in God’s plan,  
to the Christ who calls us  
beyond the boundaries of ourselves,  
to forgiveness,  
and to everything that stretches our hearts  
to the dimensions of God.   
In all of this, we can surely believe, as God does.   
 
Prayers of the People 
 
“Rabbi, I want to see.” Jesus gave the ability to see, to the blind man who asked for it. With that same 
simplicity and single-mindedness, let us ask for all that we and all creation need. 
 
Our response: Holy One, we want to see You.  
Holy One, we want to see You. 
 
That like Bartimaeus we ask for release from our blindness toward God’s self-revelation in the diversity 
and immensity of the cosmos … we pray …Holy One, we want to see You. 
 
That we become the hands and heart of God towards those who are blind or who cannot walk, and 
those who need a friend to help get through the day … let us pray … Holy One, we want to see You. 
 
That scales might fall from our eyes, as they did for Paul, so that we can shake off our blindness and 
come at last to the vision of God’s love in the Risen Christ among us … we pray … Holy One, we want 
to see You. 
 
That we might make our Alleluias heard, and say, “Liberate us, O God!” … we pray … Holy One, we 
want to see You. 
 
For those who fail to see the light that is in us, and for the times we also have failed to see … we pray as 
Jesus said we should … Holy One, we want to see You. 
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of the Earth and of all God’s Creatures, all who are 
facing illness and suffering, those who have gone home to the Creator, and all the prayers here today 
that have remained unspoken, deep in the silence of our hearts . . . 
 

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book . . . we 
pray … Holy One, we want to see You. 
 
Closing Prayer of the Faithful 
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Offertory Song – Amazing Grace (John Newton) 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound that liberated me!  
I once was lost, but now I’m found, was blind, but now I see. 
 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear and grace my fears relieved.  
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed. 
 
Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come. 
‘Tis grace that brought me safe thus far and grace will lead me home. 
 
When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun,  
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun! 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Presider:  Holy One, from the beginning You created us in Your image, a reflection of what is holy, 
each, in our own way, a glimpse of You. In the blessed abundance of creation, we gather to celebrate 
the nourishing gift of life and freedom.  We gather in the power of God’s Spirit whose breath inspires us, 
and calls into being the variety and abundance we see around us. In gratitude and joy we embrace our 
calling and we join with all creation in praise:  
 
Sanctus        Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
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Voice 1:  Source of all being, you call us to be ourselves.  You call us to live in love, seeking Your 
justice for all those who are marginalized.  We give thanks for those throughout history who have 
affirmed Your loving presence and challenged Your people to give witness.  We give thanks for those 
who continue to witness to Your presence in lives characterized by love, mercy, compassion, generosity 
and forgiveness.  
 
Voice 2:  Compassionate One, we seek Your love overflowing at the heart of the evolving universe, 
where everything is inter-dependent in the web of life.  Enliven us with the fullness of Your being.  Free 
us to live in harmony with Your vision of creation.  Free us from everything that impedes us from 
universal communion with others, and with You, who is all in all.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
Presider:  And so, Steadfast One, we recognize Your Spirit alive and at work in this bread and wine, 
and in us.  We open ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms these gifts to become You in 
us, the body and blood of Christ, as we now fulfill your command of love.  We remember that…  
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, while at supper with his friends, he took bread, said the blessing, 
broke the bread and gave it to them saying: “Take this, all of you and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in 
memory of me.”   

[Pause] 
In the same way, Jesus took the cup filled with wine.  He said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, 
and said, “Take this all of you and drink.  This is my blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Mass of Creation, Haugen]   
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.  
 
Voice 1:  We celebrate the memory of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Fill us with the Spirit of Jesus 
through the sharing of this meal. Unite us with all who yearn for new life – with those who are living 
and enrich our lives with friendship and love; and with those who have died and continue to sustain us 
in the cosmic communion of life. 
 
Voice 2:  Take away all that divides us.  Open our hearts to be accepting of all.  Keep us in 
communion with one another and with all people throughout the world.  Through Your Spirit make us a 
sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments of Your peace.  
 
Presider:  Bless us with wisdom, courage, and resolve, as we re-commit ourselves to Your reign of 
justice, love, peace, and freedom.  Gather together people of every gender, race, language, religion and 
way of life to share in Your vision of persistent hope and inclusive love.  In Your presence, we give You 
glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
 
[sung]          Mass of Creation – Haugen  

A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men. A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men.  
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Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 

Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 
May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Mass of Creation 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
 
These are the gifts of God for the people of God. Here at Mary Magdalene, we believe that this is God’s 
table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here and invited to receive. Whether you are joining us in 
person or online, we are all gathered around Christ’s table. May all who share with us in this 
communion be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – Like a Seal on Your Heart (Landry)  
 
Set me like a seal on your heart,  
like a seal on your arm.  
Set me like a seal on your heart.  
How right it is to love you. 
 
For love is stronger than pain,  
stronger even than death.  
The flash of it is a flash of fire, 
a flame of God our Beloved. R 
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Come, then, my love;  
come, my beloved.  
No flood can quench our love,  
for love, if real, has no end. R 
 
Prayer After Communion   
 
Closing Blessing 
 
 
Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – God Has Chosen Us (Farrell)  
God has chosen us, God has chosen us, to bring good news to the poor.  
God has chosen us, God has chosen us, To bring new sight to those searching for light:  
God has chosen us, chosen us 
 
Refrain:  And to tell the world that God’s kin-dom is near, 
  to remove oppression and breakdown fear,  
  yes, God’s time is near, God’s time is near,  
  God’s time is near, God’s time is near. 
 
God has chosen us, God has chosen us, to set alight a new fire.  
God has chosen us, God has chosen us, to bring to birth a new kin-dom on earth:  
God has chosen us, chosen us: R 
 
God is calling us, God is calling us, in all whose cry is unheard.  
God is calling us, God is calling us, to raise up the voice with no power or choice:  
God is calling us, calling us: R 

 
We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  

 
At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic Church. 

Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To underscore our 
commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a percentage of our Sunday 

offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 
 

Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 
Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  

No copyright infringement is intended.  
 

Our Eucharistic Prayer was written by members of the MMACC liturgy committee and draws inspiration from several 
sources.  

 
 


