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•Making Catholicism relevant    •Restoring women’s ordination •Living the change we envision 
 

 
St. Francis, artist unknown 

 
Blessing of the Animals & Feast of St. Francis 

October 3, 2021 
 

Introduction to Season of Creation 
 

Orthodox Christians began celebrating the Day of Prayer for Creation as early as 1989. Over time, 
more Christians have joined, and the celebration has expanded from a day to more than a month. 
This year marks the fifth observation of the Season of Creation since Pope Francis invited Catholics 
in 2015 to join other Christian denominations in its celebration. The Season of Creation begins on 

Sept. 1 with the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, and runs until Oct. 4, the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi. This year's Season of Creation is focusing on "protecting the web of life in all its 

variety, because each species reveals the glory of the Creator." During this season we are invited to 
consider our interconnected with all species in the web of life and how we might do more to help 

protect and care for this planet. 
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Introduction & Welcome 
Good afternoon and welcome to Mary Magdalene the Apostle Catholic Community based in San Diego, 
California, on the land that the Kumeyaay people have tended for generations. We gather in person and 
online – united in love to celebrate the Feast of St. Francis and the Blessing of the Animals today. Know 
that wherever you are and whoever you are, you are welcome here, just as you are. We are glad you are 
joining us. We welcome all of you to today’s liturgy.  
 
For the best worship experience for all, we ask that you remain muted you for the majority of the service. 
Despite being muted, we encourage you to sing along at home and to join us in saying the spoken 
responses in bold. During the prayers of the people, we invite you to unmute yourself and offer your 
prayer intentions aloud. Prayer intentions can also be offered in the chat at any point in time. You may 
wish to have bread and wine or something similar for communion. After our liturgy concludes, we invite 
you to stay on as we gather for some social time.  
 
We worship this Sunday with all the creatures we love. We join the Psalmists and rejoice with all living 
things. We sing with the all the birds and animals that make our lives richer because of their presence. 
Our blessing of the animals will take place after the opening song, so if you need to gather your furry 
friends, your stuffed animals, or your photos of pets current or past, now is the time to do so.  
 
Let us now pause for a moment of prayerful silence before we begin our liturgy. 
 
Opening Song – Canticle of the Sun        Haugen 
 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, and all creation is shouting for joy.   
Come, dance in the forest, come play in the field, and sing, sing to the glory of our God.   
 
Praise for the sun, the bringer of day, who carries the light of our God in its rays;  
the moon and the stars that lighten the way unto our path.  (R) 
 
Praise for the wind that blows through the trees, the seas’ mighty storms, the gentlest breeze;  
they blow where they will, they blow where they please to praise our God. (R) 
 
Opening Rites & Blessing of the Animals  
We begin with sign of our faith: In the name of God, who creates all life, In the name of Jesus Christ, 
who redeems all life, and the name of the Spirit, who renews all life, we cry with all in the circle of life: 
Amen. May your blessing come! 
 
Creator of all, we assemble with all your creatures in this circle of life. 
We stand on holy ground, connected to all creation. 
 
Come, let us gather together, praising our Creator. 
Let us join the gathering: we bring all flora, fauna, and all the glory of God’s creation. 
 
As we join in celebration with you and all creation,   
We ask for your blessing, on the creatures present here that we love, 
 and all creatures celebrating in the wild.  
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 “But ask the animals, and they will teach you; 
the birds of the air, and they will tell you; 
...and the fish of the sea will declare to you. 
In God’s hand is the life of every living thing...” (Job 12: 7, 8b, 10a) 
 
As we gather, we are mindful that, as part of God’s creation, we wish the best for one another, and for 
all that God called good. Within this faith community we express this in prayer and through blessing.  
 
For those of you joining us online, we invite you now to hold your animals, photos of animals, or stuffed 
animals in front of the camera. You may wish to put your hand on the animal or on the photo of the 
animal and join in the blessing:  
 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all living creatures. You called forth fish in the sea, birds in the air 
and animals on the land. You inspired Saint Francis to call all of them his brothers and sisters and 
siblings. We ask you to bless this beloved creature. By the power of your love, may its life be free from 
suffering, full of love, and praise to our Creator. May we always praise you for all your beauty in 
creation. Blessed are you, our God, in all your creatures! Amen. 

 
Those who are attending in person will have the opportunity to have their animals and/or photos or 

mementos of animals blessed individually. We invite those joining us online to share memories of their 
animals in the chat. (Or to show off your animals on camera.)  

 
We take a moment now to remember our animal companions who are no longer with us physically.  
This we know: every living thing is yours and returns to you. As we ponder this mystery we give you 
thanks for the lives of animal companions no longer with us and commit them into your loving hands, O 
God, remembering how fragile your world is and how delicate your creatures. Create within us a spirit 
of gratitude for the lives of our beloved companions who have lived among us and given freely of their 
love. Even in our sorrow we have cause for joy for we know that all creatures who died on earth shall 
live again in your new creation.  
 
We give thanks for the gifts they gave us and the variety of ways they enriched and blessed our lives. 
We are confident that our Creator continues to care for them.  
 
For all the animals in the whole wide world, 
We thank you, God! 
 
For all the fun and friendship we have with animals, 
We thank you, God! 
 
For all the times we have hurt or neglected animals, 
We are sorry. 
 
For all the times we have used poisons that have killed animals, 
We are sorry. 
 
For all the times we have destroyed the homes of animals in the forests, oceans or fields, 
We are sorry. 
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For all our sins against the creatures of Earth, may God forgive us. May we follow the way of St. Francis 
and honor and protect all animals. May the animals of Earth be our companions in life and lead us to 
celebrate our place in the circle of life. Amen.  
 
Glory to God in the cosmos! 
And on Earth peace with our kin in creation! 
 
Creator of the universe, you laughed and brought the universe into being. You smiled and breathed life 
into humanity. Remind us to we always walk gently upon the Earth, in right relationship with you and 
nurtured by your love. Help us to love all creatures as kin, all animals as partners on Earth, all birds as 
messengers of praise, and all minute beings as expressions of your mysterious design. Keep us open to 
the wind of the Spirit, taking only what we need, making choices that bring wellbeing to all and 
honoring this world with reverence and love. Together we pray… Amen. 
 
First Reading - Canticle of Creation, Francis of Assisi  
 
A Reading from the Canticle of Creation, attributed to Saint Francis of Assisi: 
 
Most Holy, all-encompassing, good Creator, 
Yours are the praises, the glory, and the honor, and all blessing. 
To You alone, Holy One, do they belong.  
Praised be You, our God, with all Your creatures,  
especially Brother Sun,  
Who is the day and through whom You give us light. 
Who is beautiful and radiant with great splendor; 
and bears a likeness of You, Holy One. 
Praised be You, our God, through Sister Moon and the stars, 
in heaven You formed them clear and precious and beautiful. 
Praised be You, our God, through Brother Wind, 
and through the air, cloudy and serene, and every kind of weather, 
through whom You give sustenance to Your creatures. 
Praised be You, our God, through Sister Water, 
who is very useful and humble and precious and chaste. 
Praised be You, our God, through Brother Fire, 
through whom You light the night, 
who is beautiful and playful and robust and strong.  
Praised be You, our God, through our Sister Mother Earth,  
who sustains and governs us, 
and who produces various fruit with colored flowers and herbs. 
Praise and bless our God, giving thanks and serving the Holy One with great humility. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 148: 1-5, 7-12 
The Psalm Response is: We Praise You, Alleluia.   
R: We Praise You, Alleluia. 
 
Praise God! 
Alleluia from the heavens!  Praise God in the spheres! 
Praise God, all angels!  Sing alleluia! Cosmic glory! 
R: We Praise You, Alleluia 
 
Praise God, sun and moon!  Praise God, all shining stars! 
Praise God, deepest space, and all beyond the universe! 
Let them praise the Holy Name; 
 for God spoke, and they were created. 
R: We Praise You, Alleluia 
 
Praise God from the earth, 
 you great sea creatures and all deeps; 
 fire and hail, snow and frost, 
         stormy wind that do God's bidding! 
You mountains and all hills, 
        fruit trees and all cedars; 
        wild animals and all cattle, 
         small creatures and flying birds! 
R: We Praise You, Alleluia  
 
Rulers of the earth and all peoples, 
 leaders and all who abide on the earth! 
Young men and women alike, old and young together! 
R: We Praise You, Alleluia  
 
Second Reading – excerpt from “Laudato Si” by Pope Francis            
A Reading from “Laudato Si” by Pope Francis:  
 
Saint Francis' response to the world around him was so much more than intellectual appreciation or 
economic calculus, for to him each and every creature was a sibling united to him by bonds of 
affection… 
 
Such a conviction cannot be written off as naive romanticism, for it affects the choices which determine 
our behavior. If we approach nature and the environment without this openness to awe and wonder, if 
we no longer speak the language of kinship and beauty in our relationship with the world, our attitude 
will be that of masters, consumers, ruthless exploiters, unable to set limits on their immediate needs.  
 
By contrast, if we feel intimately united with all that exists, then sobriety and care will well up 
spontaneously. 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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[Moment of Silence] 
 
Gospel Acclamation                  Celtic Alleluia 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.  
 
Gospel  Luke 12:22-28         
Our God is with you.  And also with you.   
A reading from the Gospel attributed to Luke. Glory to You, O God.   
 
Then Jesus said to his disciples: “I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or about 
your body, and what you will wear.  Life is more than food and the body more than clothing.  Consider 
the ravens. They do not sow or reap. They have no storeroom or barn.  Yet God feeds them.  
  
“Who of you, by worrying, can add a single hour to your life? Since you cannot do this very little thing, 
why do you worry about the rest?   
 
Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin.  Yet, I tell you, not even Solomon - in 
all his splendor - was dressed like one of these.  If God so clothes the grass in the field, that grows today 
and is thrown in the oven tomorrow, will God not provide much more for you, O you of little faith? 
 
The Gospel of God. 
Praise to you, Jesus the Christ. 
 
Homily          
 
Profession of Faith adapted from Pope Francis’ “Laudato Si” 
Creator God, You are present in the whole universe 
and in the smallest of Your creatures. 
You embrace with tenderness and love  
all that exists on this fragile Earth. 
Pour out upon us the power of your love, 
that we may protect all life and creation. 
Fill us with peace, that we may live in your loving kinship, harming no one. 
 
God of those who are marginalized and oppressed,  
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who have been abandoned and forgotten. 
May we sow new life, not pollution and destruction.  
Move us to confront and resist those who put profit and expedience  
before love and protection of our planet.  
 
Teach us to discover the world through Your gaze,  
to be filled with awe and contemplation at creation,  
to recognize that we are profoundly united  
with every creature as we journey on this Earth.  
Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth,  
our commitment to a world based on equality, peace, and justice for all  
and lead us towards communion with You, our all in all. Amen. 
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Prayers of the People 
The Earth does not belong to us; we belong to the Earth.  In Jesus, the Creator God of all shares our 
earthiness with us.  With the humility and dignity this conveys, let us ask for all that we and all creation 
need. 
 
Our response:   Praise to You!  Laudato Si!   Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
 
That, learning from our brother Francis, we exercise our deepest humanness by naming and caring for 
Creation, not by exploiting and destroying it … we pray … Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
 
That together with Francis of Assisi and Francis of Rome, we experience at our core that each and every 
creature is a sibling united to us by bonds of affection … we pray … Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
 
In special appreciation for those creatures of the Earth who share our homes and our lives with us, and 
who speak to us in a distinctive way of the simple realities of life and love … we pray … Praise to You!  
Laudato Si!  
   
That facing the immensity of the dark and star-filled cosmos we listen for the voice of God, hear God’s 
ever-creating song, and open ourselves to the Presence … we pray … Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
  
For the times we have forgotten the words, “Will God not provide much more for you, O you of little 
faith?” … we pray as Jesus said we should … Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
 
Let us now take a moment to be mindful of the needs of the Earth and of all God’s Creatures, all who are 
facing illness and suffering, and all the prayers here today that have remained unspoken, deep in the 
silence of our hearts . . .   

(Short pause) 
 
For these intentions and for all the prayers written in the chat and in our community prayer book   . . . 
we pray … Praise to You!  Laudato Si!  
     
Closing Prayer of the Faithful:  
 
Offertory Song – Prayer of St. Francis        Temple 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there is hatred, let me bring your love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, God. 
And where there’s doubt, true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life, let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness only light, 
And where there’s sadness ever joy. 
 
Creator, grant that I may never seek 
So much to be consoled, as to console, 
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To be understood, as to understand, 
To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive, 
And in dying that we’re born to eternal life. 
 
Preparation of the Bread & Wine 
Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your goodness we have this bread to offer, fruit of the 
earth and work of human hands. It will become for us the bread of life, sustaining us in our hunger.  
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness, we have this wine to offer, fruit of the 
vine and work of human hands.  It will become for us our spiritual drink, sustaining us in our thirst. 
 Blessed be God forever.  
 
Friends, pray that sharing this bread and wine will awaken our hearts to God’s presence in all creation.   
 Kindle the fire of reverence in us for all creation. 

 
Prayer with our Gifts 
Holy One, we bring these gifts of bread and wine to celebrate your feast of love. Accept our offerings as 
an expression of our deep thanks for all the animals and other creatures that have enriched our lives. 
Transform them, and us, that we might better to your work here on earth. Inspire us through your servant 
Francis to share what we have that we might serve the world. Together, we pray…  Amen.  
 
Eucharistic Prayer 
God dwells in you.  And also in you. 
 
Come to the table with thankful hearts. 
 We open our hearts to God and to one another.  
 
Blessed and holy are You, God of Creation. At Your Word all creation came to be: the vast expanse of 
interstellar space, galaxies, suns, the planets in their courses and this fragile earth, our island 
home. From the primal elements You brought forth humanity and blessed us to participate in Your 
ongoing web of life. We thank You for the abundance of the earth and for the vision that one day all will 
share at one table, that none will be turned away hungry or thirsty.  And so, we join with all of creation, 
on earth and throughout the cosmos, and with all those in every generation who have looked to You in 
hope, in singing our unending song of praise:  
 
Sanctus        Mass of Creation - Haugen 

Holy, holy, holy God, God of Spirit, God of Life.  
Heaven and earth are full of Your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed are all who come in the name of our God.  
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.  
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Creator of the cosmos, You are the Source of all being.  Your presence permeates and radiates through 
all levels of matter, spirit, life, and human experience.  You are unceasingly at work, bringing order from 
chaos and filling emptiness with life.  Expand the depth and breadth of our awareness to perceive our 
part in the larger reality and greater whole that is You. Fill our senses and our hearts with the wonders of 
the earth, the beauty of nature and the seasonal rhythms of death and re-birth.  
 

[Please extend your hand, palm up, toward the bread and wine.] 
 
On the night before Jesus died, he gathered with his friends to share a final meal. In the breaking of the 
bread and the sharing of the wine, Christ renewed the promise to be with us throughout time.  We open 
ourselves to Your Spirit who sanctifies and transforms this bread and this wine to become You in us, the 
body and blood of Christ.  We remember that… 
 
All: …on the night before Jesus died, he took bread, said the blessing, broke the bread and gave it to 
his friends, saying: “Take and eat.  This is my body.  Do this in memory of me.”  

[Pause] 
After supper Jesus took the cup of wine, said the blessing, gave the cup to his friends, saying: “Take 
this all of you and drink.  This is my life-blood.  Do this in memory of me.”  
 
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:      [Sung – Mass of Creation, Haugen]   
 
Christ has died. Christ is Risen. Christ will come again.  
 
We see You shining through the love and the pain we experience on our journey through life. Be with 
all who now journey through sickness and suffering as well as those who have died and gone before us 
into the fullness of union with You. Draw us to You - the immense universal source of becoming, and 
the focus for all our human striving and desire. 
 
Move us to stand in solidarity with all who seek to protect Your creation from pollution, greed, harm, 
and destruction. Help us confront and resist those who put profit and expedience before loving and 
protecting our planet. Increase our zest for living, our reverence of the earth, our commitment to a world 
based on equality, peace and justice for all.  
 
Let Your Spirit also come upon all leaders, secular and religious. Catch all of them by surprise. Fill their 
hearts with a longing for equality and justice, that they abandon political rhetoric and work for the 
common good of all people. Imbue them with the joy of divine diversity. Bestow on them the wealth of 
humble service to others. Make them faithful servants of the body of Christ. 
 
Take away all that divides us. Open our hearts to be loving and affirming of people of all genders and 
sexualities. Through Your Spirit make us a sign of unity, a model of equality and justice, and instruments 
of Your peace. In Your presence, we give You glory with all creation and with Jesus through whom Your 
goodness flows. 
 
Through Christ, may all creation unfold. 
With Christ, may all creation be one. 
In Christ, may all life be healed. 
We offer our prayer of praise, this day and forever.  
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[sung]          Mass of Creation – Haugen  

 
A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men. A-a-men, A-a-men, A-a-a-a-men.  

 
 

Prayer of Jesus              Lyricist Unknown, Music by Kosits 
Throughout the centuries, the prayer of Jesus, often known as the “Our Father,” has been translated and 
rendered in many different ways. At this time, we invite you to join us in praying in the language and 
words most comfortable to you. We offer this sung contemporary version: 

 
Loving God in whom is heaven; 

May your name be honored everywhere. 
May your kin-dom come, may your hearts desire 

Be done in us, by us, and through us. 
Give us the bread we need for each day; 
Forgive us, enable us to forgive others. 
And keep us from all anxiety and fear 

For you reign in the pow’r of love which is your glory 
Forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Sign of Peace 
 May the peace of the Christ be with you. And also with you. 
Let us offer one another – and the whole world – God’s peace. 
 
Lamb of God           Mass of Creation 
 
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Hope. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Love. O, Lamb of God.  
Jesus, Lamb of God, you call us to the gospel of Peace. Grant us peace.  
 
In and through the Spirit, we are God’s partners in creation. 
We are happy and blessed to share this sacred work.  
 
This is God’s table, not ours, and all are truly welcome here. We believe that Christ is present with us 
whenever and wherever we are. So, the table you are using right now is no longer your table alone. It is 
part of Christ’s table, and you are part of Christ’s church. May all who share with us in this communion 
be united with us in the Body of Christ that knows no bounds. Amen. 

 
Communion Song – We Come to Your Feast       Joncas 
 
We place upon your table a festive cloth tonight; 
The weaving of our stories, the fabric of our lives; 
The dreams of those before us, the ancient hopeful cries, 
The promise of our future:  Our needing and our nurture 
Lie here before our eyes.  (R) 
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We come to Your feast, we come to Your feast: 
The young and the old, the frightened, the bold, 
The greatest and the least.  We come to Your feast, 
We come to Your feast with the fruit of our lands 
And the work of our hands, we come to Your feast. 
 
We gather ‘round Your table, we pause within our quest, 
We stand beside our neighbors, we name the stranger “guest.” 
The feast is spread before us; You bid us come and dine: 
In blessing we’ll uncover, in sharing we’ll discover 
Your substance and Your sign.  (R) 
 
Prayer After Communion  
Adapted from Elizabeth Johnson, Ask the Beasts: Darwin and the God of Love  
 
Holy One, Creator of all, help to remember that we all share the status of creaturehood; we are all kin in 
the evolving community of life now under siege; our vision must be one of flourishing for all. The 
immediate aim is to establish and protect healthy ecosystems where all creatures, including poor human 
beings and plants and animals being driven to extinction, can thrive. The longer-term goal is a socially 
just and environmentally sustainable society in which the needs of all people are met and diverse 
species can prosper, onward to an evolutionary future that will still surprise.... guide us at this critical 
time of Earth’s distress, to practical and critical effect: A flourishing humanity on a thriving planet rich  
in species in an evolving universe, all together filled with the glory of God. Together we pray… Amen.  
 
Closing Blessing & Sending Forth  
Christ calls you to be his disciples, to serve him with love and compassion, to serve our common home, 
the Earth, by caring for all creation. Will you, guided by the Holy Spirit, the Giver of Life, care for 
creation?  
 
Guided by the Holy Spirit, we will care for creation and all the world’s vulnerable people! We will 
nurture our animal kin! We will celebrate the circle of life with them! 
 
May we always walk gently upon the Earth,  
in right relationship, 
nurtured by God’s love, 
open to the wind of the Spirit, 
taking only what we need, 
always open to the needs of others, 
making choices that bring wellbeing, 
living with generosity, 
striving for justice, 
honoring all with reverence, 
reconciling and peacemaking, 
mindful of those who will come after, 
recognizing our proper place as part of your creation. 
Grant us the strength and courage, Lord, 
for such a radical transformation into your Kindom. Let the Church say:  
Amen. 
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Sending Forth 
 
The mass has ended. Our service to creation continues.  
Thanks be to God.  
 
Closing Song – Canticle of the Sun         Haugen 

 
The heavens are telling the glory of God, and all creation is shouting for joy.  
Come, dance in the forest, come play in the field, and sing, sing to the glory of our God.   
 
Praise for the rain that waters our fields, and blesses our crops so all the earth yields;   
From death unto life its myst’ry revealed springs forth in joy. (R) 
 
Praise for the fire it gives us its light, the warmth of the sun to brighten our night;  
It dances with joy, its spirit so bright, it sings of you.  (R) 
 

 
 
 

We are grateful that you have joined us for worship tonight.  
 

At Mary Magdalene Apostle Catholic Community, we have embraced the dream of a transformed Roman Catholic 
Church. Financial support is essential to breathe life into this dream and to keep it alive for future generations. To 
underscore our commitment, we support a full-time paid priest and a variety of social justice activities, giving a 

percentage of our Sunday offering back into the community. To support our community, please visit 
http://www.mmacc.org/donate. 

 
Music used with permission OneLicense #A-71188 

Some song lyrics have been adapted to align with our commitment to inclusive language.  
No copyright infringement is intended.  

 
Portions of this worship aid were adapted from Laudato Si’  

 
 


